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FROM THE FIRST SELECTMAN

It’s springtime! Well, by the calen-
dar anyway. The month of March has 
brought us four winter storms and only 
the thought of spring. Hang in there, I’m 
told it will be here.

The winter season has been busy, not 
only the late storms, but the dreaded 
budget season is in full stride. In my 
first year at the helm, I am grateful to 
the people I work with everyday here in 
our town, who have given me the infor-
mation and tools I’ve needed to be part 
of the budget solution and not a hindrance. I am confi-
dent that we will bring to the town the very best budget 
we can, one of stability and growth, which is a delicate 
balancing act for sure. With numerous interests for dif-
ferent groups in town it will be a job of prioritizing to 
meet the needs of our town for tomorrow and beyond.

Looking ahead, the warm weather will bring the shouts 
of “Play Ball” from T-Ball to the Majors, whether it’s wif-
fle-ball, softball or baseball. Numerous trails are cut 
through the town for the novice to experienced hiker 
to enjoy and don’t forget to get your beach passes. The 
work at the town beach over the winter will provide more 

usable, level beach and is now handicap 
accessible. In addition, the lake is filling 
in right on time for boaters and kayak-
ers alike.

We live in a wonderful town, a small 
community of caring people. A town 
that works hard for what we have and 
are proud of it. A town where neighbors 
will look after each other because it is 
the right thing to do. But the truth is 
that we live in a very volatile time. The 
economics of our State will test us to 

make the best decisions for our future, at the risk of an-
gering a few for the needs of the many. It is with your 
input and the dedicated service of all the elected officials 
that we will endure.

I ask you to enjoy Columbia. Get involved by volunteer-
ing for youth activities, trail and open space maintenance, 
emergency/medical response, or by just helping a neigh-
bor who won’t ask for help but could surely use it. We are 
truly a blessed community and I am thankful to serve.

Steven M. Everett 
First Selectman

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TOWN 
VIEWS MAGAZINE!

Become an annual patron  
by sending a check for $25 to

Epic Magazines
Columbia Views
135 Sebethe Drive
Cromwell CT 06416

THANK YOU

• You will be listed as a supporter in future 
editions of this town publication for one year. 

• Your donation will help keep the advertising 
rates low for the local businesses.

• 
will be mailed free to every household and 
business in the town’s zip code.

Edgar Bernier
Nicole Bernier
Carol Kubala
Paul Kubala
Raymond Litwin
Catherine Litwin

VIEWS
Annual Patrons

Thank you to our 
annual patrons!
Your donations help 
keep the advertising 
rates low for local 
businesses and ensure 
the ongoing 
publication of your 
town municipal news.

D.H. Marvin & Son, Inc.
359 South Main St., Colchester 

860-537-2344
www.dhmarvin.com

Check us out on Facebook
for our most current promotions!
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E-MAIL US YOUR  
PICTURES AND CONTACT 

INFORMATION FOR AN 
INSTANT QUOTE!

firesidect1@aol.com

33b East Street, Hebron CT 06248 | Firesidesupply.net | 860-228-1383

E-MAIL US YOUR  
PICTURES 

AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION FOR AN 

INSTANT QUOTE!
firesidect1@aol.com

33b East Street, Hebron CT 06248 | Firesidesupply.net | 860-228-1383

Our 
25th 

year!

Garage doors and 
openers

Sales, Service & 
installation

Our 
26th 

year!
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CREATIVE ENERGY SOLUTIONS

Here at Titan, we know energy. 

We don’t just sell it, we’re out discovering it, generating it 
and buying it every day. And we do it all for businesses 
just like yours. Our creative energy solutions can help you 
achieve your company’s unique business goals - whether 
that involves immediate savings or long-term risk 
management.management.

See if you qualify for a FREE energy audit at
www.TitanEnergyNE.com

(860) 228-0606

PRIDE
lift chairs
starting at
$600.00

Monday–Friday 9 am-5 pm

7 Liberty Dr.
Hebron, CT 06248

columbia campcolumbia camp
June 25–29  •  9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Recreation Park  •  Ages 5–12

pomfret camp
July 29 to August 2

Pomfret School
Overnight, Day Camp, Extended Day

For more information:
www.holowatybaseballcamps.com

email: holowatybaseball@yahoo.com
call: 860–228–0148

Teaching Life Skills as well as Baseball Skills
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FROM THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

Towns and cities in Connecticut stand 
at a crossroad. Back in mid-November 
2016, the state legislature’s Office of 
Fiscal Analysis placed the state budget 
deficit of $1.5 billion in 2017-2018, more 
than $1.6 billion in 2018-19 and fore-
casted to be $2.5 to $3.0 billion by 2022. 
The state fiscal challenges are not new, 
or the state’s strategies for coping with 
deficits. Looking ahead, all local gov-
ernments in the state will have to de-
pend on a greater percentage of local 
source revenue to balance budgets, as the state is un-
likely to provide substantial additional aid to localities. 
It will be essential that the town continue to create for-
ward-looking policies and budgetary planning to man-
age our reserves.  

This great recession has hit Connecticut harder than al-
most any other state with no economic growth in thir-
teen years. This makes planning much more difficult. As 
mentioned in our audit and in the news, the state and 
nation are in the midst of economic uncertainty that has 
already affected the amount of intergovernmental reve-
nues that the town receives. These cuts to our revenues 
are the cause of any mill rate increases in the 18/19 bud-
get.

So how does Connecticut solve these challenges with 
our small geographic size and extreme economic in-
terdependence? As local leaders we know that we must 
set aside party affiliations by working together for the 
greater good.

We must end the migration out of our state with a com-
mon vision for Connecticut, not a battle where some 
communities win, and others lose at the expense of our 
neighboring towns.

After lawmakers took 123 extra days last 
year to come up with a state budget, 
they tasked a 14-member commission 
with the “Mission Impossible” assign-
ment of navigating Connecticut out of 
the hole.

But the 14 members of the Commis-
sion on Fiscal Stability and Economic 
Growth have already done something 
the General Assembly failed to — They 
met a deadline. The group, who are 
mostly business leaders, produced a 

thoughtful, balanced, provocative 119-page report in 76 
days. CCM, our town’s advocacy group that represents 
168 towns, has voted to endorse the report. Even though 
we do not all agree with all the suggested solutions, we 
do agree that big changes are needed.

 “The platform is burning. The platform is on fire,” said 
Co-chair Jim Smith, former CEO of Webster Bank. “We 
were able to take a holistic set of recommendations, 
which taken as a whole will change the course of Con-
necticut’s future.”

Cindi Bigelow, a commission member and CEO of Bige-
low Tea in Fairfield, said factions need to come together 
as a model for the rest of the divided United States. “If 
we do not work together,” Bigelow said, “our little, beau-
tiful state is in serious, serious trouble.”

The town’s employees, boards and commissions, civic 
groups and elected officials must continue to work to-
gether to keep Columbia a very special place considering 
these continuing external challenges.  Together, we can 
continue to improve the quality of life in Columbia.

Mark Walter
Town Administrator

Hi everyone and Happy Spring!!!  
With spring comes the time to 
renew Transfer Station stickers 
and Beach Passes. Both will be 
available for purchase May 1st. A 
town-wide mailer will be sent out 

to all households with detailed information, including 
cost. For information on beach passes, please contact 
the Director of Parks and Recreation, Marc Volza at 
860-228-8513. For questions regarding transfer station 
stickers, please feel free to call me at 860-228-0110 or 
email me at jlavoie@columbiact.org.

FROM THE DESK OF EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT JENNIFER LAVOIE
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FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE

FROM THE TAX COLLECTOR

The Renter’s Relief program will begin on April 1, 2018 
and will run through October 1, 2018. You will need proof 
of rents and utilities paid in the 2017 calendar year. 

Motor Vehicle Adjustments

To have a motor vehicle bill adjusted we need two forms 
of proof because the tax is a car tax not a road tax.

•	The first is a copy of your motor vehicle plate 
return receipt. 

•	The second is something proving you got rid of 
the vehicle. For a list of accepted proofs look on 
the assessor’s website (www.columbiact.org) or 
call the office.

•	  If you traded a vehicle and kept the same plate 
do not bring us any documentation because 
DMV will automatically process the adjust-
ments.

Income and Expense Forms

Connecticut General Statute 12-63c requires all owners 
of rental real property to annually file an Income and Ex-
pense form with the Assessor’s Office by June 1st. The 

information filed and furnished with this report will 
remain confidential and is not open to public inspec-
tion. Any information related to the actual rental and 
operating expenses shall not be a public record and is 
not subject to the provisions of Section 1-19 (Freedom 
of Information) of the Connecticut General Statutes. All 
properties that are rented or leased, including commer-
cial, retail, industrial, land and residential properties, 
except “such property used for residential purposes, con-
taining not more than six dwelling units and in which the 
owner resides” must file and in the case of a non-residen-
tial property that is partially rented and partially own-
er-occupied. 

In accordance with Section 12-63c(d), of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, as amended, any owner of rental real 
property who fails to file this form or files an incomplete 
or false form with intent to defraud, shall be subject to 
a penalty assessment equal to a Ten Percent (10%) in-
crease in the assessed value of such property.  

The Assessor’s Office is open Monday through Wednes-
day from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., Thursdays 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
and Fridays 8 a.m. until Noon. Our telephone number is 
228-9555.

Real Estate taxes on the October 1, 2016 Grand List that 
were due July 1, 2017 and January 1, 2018 that have not 
been paid by May 31, 2018 will have a continuing tax lien 
filed in the land records as required by law. Any tax not 
paid by June 30, 2018 will be listed by name and amount 
in the annual Town Report. This office uses the post-
mark for the payment date. You can view and pay your 
tax bills online, go to www.columbiact.org and click on 
the view and pay button on the home page. The Q&A 

page explains the service fees that are charged to online 
payments.

Important payment information

Starting July 1, 2018 all tax payments will be mailed to 
Columbia’s designated Post Office Box in Hartford, CT. 
This P.O. Box is managed by the Town’s Bank, and pay-
ments will be processed by the Bank in July and January. 
The return envelopes that will be included with your tax 
bill will have the new P. O. Box number for your con-
venience. Other than the collection months of July and 
January mail can be sent to the Town Hall, Attn: Tax Col-
lector, 323 Jonathan Trumbull Hwy Columbia, CT 06237. 
After June 30, 2018 Post Office Box 25, Columbia will no 
longer be available.

The tax office is open Monday through Wednesday 8:00 
am to 2:00 pm, Thursday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm and closed 
on Friday. Special office hours during collection months 
of July and January are Monday through Wednesday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm and Fri-
day 8:00am to 12:00 noon.

HEADHUNTERS HAIR DESIGN
Lyn Lanagan
860 228-0028

Evening appts.
available

May special:
Shampoo, haircut,

blowdry $27.00

new clients
expires 5/31/18

located in the landmark building, columbia
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FROM THE TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE

JUNE is dog licensing month in Connecticut. Dog license 
renewals will be mailed out in the month of May to all 
owners who registered their dog(s) the previous year. New 
licenses must be obtained before July 1, 2018 to avoid a 
penalty. Whether you are renewing your dog’s license in 
person or through the mail, if their rabies vaccination has 
expired, please provide us with a copy of their current 
rabies vaccination certificate. If the dog is newly spayed or 
neutered, include a copy of the veterinarian’s certificate 
as well. When renewing by mail, please include a self 
addressed stamped envelope with the proper postage. If 
you are new to Town and have not registered your dog or 
you have a new dog that is at least six months old, stop by 
the Town Clerk’s office to obtain your dog license. License 
fees are $8 for altered dogs and $19 for unaltered dogs. 
Licenses will be considered late as of July 1 and a late fee 
of $1 per month per dog thereafter will be assessed.  For 
further information, contact the Town Clerk’s office.  

For information regarding rabies clinics, check the 
websites for the Connecticut Veterinary Medical 
Association (www.ctvet.org) and The Fox Memorial Clinic 
at the Connecticut Humane Society (www.cthumane.org).

Opening Day for Fishing was April 14, 2018.  Effective 
March 9, 2018, a Trout and Salmon Stamp is now required 
for anyone age 16 or older, including everyone who is 65 
or older, who chooses to do one of the 2 following:

1.	 FISH in any one of the following areas: 
a)	 Trout Management Areas
b)	 Wild Trout Management Areas
c)	 Trout Parks
d)	 Broodstock Salmon Areas

2.	 HARVEST (keep) trout or salmon anywhere in CT 
(except for places not stocked by the state).

The fee is $5.00 for ages 18 and older and $3.00 for ages 
16-17.  The stamp is good for the calendar year.

Please check the Angler’s guide and the CT DEEP website 
(www.ct.gov/deep) for additional information.

Robin M. Kenefick
Town Clerk

Gail C. McGrath
Assistant Town Clerk

LOBO INSURANCE AGENCY, LTD.
 

TOM LOBO
10-B MAIN STREET • P.O.BOX 41

HEBRON, CT 06248
860-228-1025 • 1-800-400-1780 • 860-228-9525 (FAX)

loboinsurance@snet.net 
www.loboinsurance.com

Serving CT since 1973

LOW RATES FOR GOOD DRIVERS

BusinessLifeHome Auto

A-1 EXTERIORS
The First Name in Home Improvements

Specializing in Exterior Home Design

OWNER OPERATED

Bill Flaherty • 860-617-0770 
 Keith Lambert • 860-228-4985

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Fully Insured CT. Reg. #518827

VINYL SIDING SPECIALISTS SNOW PLOWING

WINDOW AND DOOR REPLACEMENT

CUSTOM ALUMINUM TRIMDECKS
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TOWN DIRECTORY

860-228-0110
First Selectman Steven Everett Fri 8 am-Noon
Town Administrator Mark Walter
Executive Assistant Jennifer LaVoie

Mon-Wed 8 am -4 pm 860-228-9555
Assessor Mary Lavallee

Fri 8 am -Noon

Beckish Senior Center Mon-Fri 8-3 860-228-0759
Director Bernadette Derring 
Social Services Yolanda Irizarry 860-450-7400 x7418

Building Department Mon-Wed 8-4 860-228-0440
Ja

Zoning Enforcement Connie Kisluk Fri 8-Noon
Town Planner Paula Stahl
Sanitarian Glenn Bagdoian
Inland Wetlands Agent John Valente
Administrative Assistant Cindee Hodge 
Board Secretary Terri Lasota

Michael Lester

Animal Control
Nancy Yale 860-337-1222

Finance Department
Finance Director Beverly Ciurylo

Fire Department
911

Non-emergency calls 860-228-9602
Fire Chief Peter Starkel

Public Works Department Mon-Fri 6:30-3 860-228-4270
Director George Murphy 860-234-2195
Facilities Manager Bud Meyers

Recreation Department 860-228-8513
Director Marc Volza Fri CLOSED

Registrar of Voters Varies 860-228-0110
Republican Kate Morrison 
Democrat Karen Butzgy

Resident State Trooper
Gregory DeCarli Mon-Fri 6:30-3 860-228-9846
Dispatch 860-465-5400

Mon-Wed 8-2 860-228-0230 
Tax Collector Carol W. Price

extended hours in January and July

Mon-Wed 8-4 860-228-3284 
Town Clerk Ro

Transfer Station Wedn 8-4 Sat 860-428-1482
Attendant Michael Stewart Sat 8-4

DEPARTMENT OFFICE HOURS PHONE
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PLANNING & ZONING

Buy local and support your local farmers

Whenever Columbia folks are asked what they love about 
their town, the one thing that is always high on the list 
is how much they value our rural character. The forests, 
farm fields, horse pastures and stone walls we see as we 
drive our streets and roads define Columbia.     

But we often 
forget that a 
farm is also a 
local business. 
Agriculture is a 
vital component 
of Columbia’s 
business com-
munity that 
produces veg-
etables, fruits, 
wine, maple 
syrup, cheese, 
poultry, live-
stock, eggs, dairy, equine, silage corn and hay. 

Studies have shown that local businesses, including ag-
riculture, contribute to the local economy in a far more 
beneficial way than non-local businesses. As a local busi-
ness, agricultural businesses reinvest in their community 
by hiring local workers and by buying local products and 
services. Conversely all non-local businesses buy more 
products and services outside the local economy remov-
ing money from the local economy. 

The results of a recent survey of Columbia residents 
showed that 74% of the respondents believed that our 
rural character was very important to them. This mirrors 
the results of the 2001 survey that found 78% of Colum-
bia residents felt  the Town’s character was very import-
ant, and 70% identified working farms as an important 
component of the Town’s character. These surveys show 
that most residents consider Columbia’s rural character a 
benefit and want to protect the rural, small-town setting 
found in Columbia today.   

If we value our rural character, we need to be mindful that 
farms are businesses too and must sell their products so 
they can stay in business. Buy local and support your local 
farmers!          

Paula Stahl, LLA, AICP
Columbia Town Planner
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LAW OFFICE OF
MARGUERITE T. FRIAR LLC

860-228-9716
COLUMBIA, CT

www.friarlaw.com
mtfriar@friarlaw.com

LEGAL SERVICES including:
FAMILY LAW

DIVORCE AND CUSTODY MATTERS
DIVORCE MEDIATION SERVICES

COLLABORATIVE DIVORCE
REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS

Explore Options and Reduce Stress
Free Initial Phone Consultation

Visit www.friarlaw.com for Testimonials
Over 25 Years Experience

Every Client 
Matters

Weed Queen 
Gardening

 •  Design, Install, Maintain Flower 
and Vegetable Gardens

• Garden and Landscape Cleanup
• Weed, Mulch
•  Add Perennials, Annuals, Shrubs, 

and Trees to E Gardens
• Trim Shrubs, Hedges
• Lawn Mowing

Ellen Clark

860-729-1142

weedqueengardening@gmail.com

Family Owned and Operated
Land Surveyor ~ Land Planner ~ Project Coordinator

Boundaries~ Site Plans ~ Subdivisions

860-228-9853
www.hellstromlandsurveying.com

Located at: 32 Main Street, Unit #3, Hebron
Mailing Address: PO Box 497, Columbia, CT 06237

Names you know.
Guidance you can trust for you, 
your family and your business.

Brian O’Connell,  LPL Registered Principal

Bruce Hodgins, LPL Financial Advisor, Professional Plan Consultant ™

O’Connell  Wealth Management,  LLC

Advice |  401(k) |  Plan |  Investments |  Trusts*

www.oconnellwealthmanagement .com

Securities offered through LPL Financial .  Member FINRA/SPIC 
*LPL Financial  Representatives offer access to Trust Services 

through Private Trust Company N.A. ,  an af�i l iate of  LPL Financial

32 Main Street #2, 
PO Box 93

Hebron,  CT 06248
Phone (860) 228-2036

brian.oconnell@lpl .com • bruce.hodgins@lpl.com 
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PUBLIC WORKS

Free electronics recycling at  
the Columbia Transfer Station

We would like to remind residents that they may, free 
of charge, bring their unwanted electronics to the 
Columbia Transfer Station located at 89 Route 6. Hours 
are: Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8am-4pm.  

All electronic equipment is safely packaged by Take 2 
and transported to their facility for responsible and 
secure recycling.

Accepted materials include, but are not limited to: 
Computers, Laptops, Printers, Fax Machines, Monitors, 
TVs, Cell Phones, Tablets, Video Games, game consoles, 
VCR/DVD Machines, Remotes, Keyboards, Computer 
Mice, Modems, Small Appliances, and Stereo Equip-
ment. Unaccepted materials include: smoke detectors, 
paint, household hazardous waste. 

About Take 2 Inc.

Take 2 Inc. is a Waterbury based electronics recycler. 
Take 2 is approved by the Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection as a Covered 
Electronics Recycler in conjunction with Connecticut’s 
Electronics Recycling Law, RCSA 22a-638-1. 

Residents may also, free of charge, bring their unwanted 
electronics to Take 2 Inc.’s facility located at 567 South 
Leonard Street, Building One, Waterbury, CT. Hours are 
Monday through Friday from 7am-3:30pm and Satur-
days from 8am-Noon. Additionally, residents may bring 
their electronics to any of Take 2’s electronics recycling 
events. For a listing of upcoming events, go to: www.
ewaste-recycle-ct.com. For your convenience at events 
and at Take 2’s facility, Take 2 employees will unload 
electronics from your vehicle for you.

BRUSH PLUS, LLC

860-228-2123
Your Hometown Painter 

for over 30 Years!

Residential and Commercial Painting Specialist
Interior and Exterior, Custom Painting, Wallpaper

Licensed and Insured

Call Lloyd Torrey 
for a Free Estimate!

Thanks to the 
Columbia’s Public 
Works Department, 
especially Brian 
Paul, for getting us 
ready for opening 
day of track season.  
Rain or snow! How 
is this for April 10th?



12   Columbia  VIEWS  |  Vol. 2 Issue 2

FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL

BUILDING AND LAND USE

Campfires are popular during the summer months and 
are an enjoyable way to continue outdoor activities into 
the evening. 

Campfires are allowed providing that they are no 
larger than three (3) feet in any direction and the State 
of Connecticut D.E.E.P has not issued a “RED FLAG” 
warning. No permit is required, but basic fire safety 
practices should be followed at all times.

•	 Clear all light combustible debris, leaves, pine needles, 
and small branches. 

•	 Use rocks, concrete, or a purchased fire pit to contain 
your fire. 

•	 Burn only natural wood (firewood). Do not burn 
manufactured lumber or furniture, as these products 
are almost always treated with chemicals.

•	 Be prepared in case the fire happens to exceed the 
boundaries you have set. You should always have a 
pail of water and metal rake nearby. 

•	 Keep pets and small children a safe distance from 
the fire, as it is dangerous for them to be exposed to 
smoke and sparks.  

For a permit to burn brush, please contact the Columbia 

Land Use Department at 860-228-0440.

Mike Lester
Fire Marshal
Town of Columbia

Spring is arriving quickly and many of you will be thinking 
about your spring projects. Please remember to call 
the Building and Land Use Department for information 
regarding permits. It is important to keep in mind that 
most projects require a permit, if you are unsure as to 
whether or not a permit is required for your project 

please call 860-228-0440 or chodge@columbiact.org.  

The general rule of thumb where permits are concerned 
is that “everything supported by the ground is 
considered a structure and will require some sort of 
permit or approval.” Your project may be constructing a 
small building or having a small storage shed delivered; 
building a deck; installing new windows or doors; 
finishing a basement or a bonus room; a kitchen or 
bathroom remodel; or installing a swimming pool (of any 
size) — ALL require a permit or approval of some sort. 

After the recent storms and with spring approaching 
you may want to do yard clean up. Please remember to 
call for a Burn Permit. Once contacted, the Open Burn 
Official will inspect what is proposed to be burned and 
approval results in an issuance of a Burn Permit.

If you decide to have your driveway paved, you are required 
to pull a permit if you are paving to the roads edge.

Wishing you all a happy and safe spring!!

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Spring has sprung 
and trail clean-
up on the hiking 
trails has begun! 
Powerful Nor’easters 
have caused many 
branches and trees 
to fall on Columbia’s 
hiking trails.

Pictured here is 
Scott Dunnack, 
a Joshua’s Trust 
volunteer, removing 
a large tree that fell 
across a trail on the 
Utley Hill Preserve in 
Columbia.

F.W. POSTEMSKI INSURANCE

T: 860.228.9049    F: 860.228.1396
11 Rt 66

Columbia, CT 06237
www.goodworksinsurance.com

Canaan  |  Columbia  |  Glastonbury  |  New Milford  |  Great Barrington  |  Worcester
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Honest. Experienced. Helpful. 
Annmarie Fortier 

Top Producer 
860.299.3166   

Danielle Fortier 
860.942.7721 

Aspen Realty Group, LLC   |   326 Route 87 Columbia, CT   | 860.337.0011 

Call us for that 
Personal Touch 
to every detail!

BOOK LOCALLY, 
 TRAVEL GLOBALLY!

•  Cruises
•  All Inclusive Resorts
•  Customized Trips
•  Group Travel
•  River Cruises
•  Escorted Tours

Support 
Local Small
Businesses

Since 1994

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860-228-8221  •  Toll Free: 888-881-3545

www.hebrontravel.com  •  hebrontravel@cs.com
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SENIORS

Seniors on the go
The Columbia Seniors Organization (Inc.) is gearing up 
for a very busy spring season. We hope that you are go-
ing to spend some of your time with us. We enjoy a great 
time socializing and having fun.

On May 19th we will be hosting our Annual Tag Sale. That 
Saturday we will be opened for business from 9am to 2pm 
at the Beckish Senior Center. We will be offering items 
such as crafts, toys, jewelry, household items, glassware, 
and linens (we will not be accepting magazines, large fur-
niture, computers, and broken items). We will also have 
a Knick-Knack room, plant sale and yummy bake goods 
to purchase. Our kitchen will also be open for lunch and 
we will be serving hotdogs, sandwiches, chips and drinks. 
We are accepting donations for our sale until May 15th. 
If you have questions, please call the Beckish Center at 
860-228-0759 or Sheran Smith at 860-228-9543.

Save the date!!! – On June 2nd we will celebrate a great 

year with our Spring Fling Dinner Dance. This year our 
theme is “South of the Border.” We will feature Mexican 
inspired appetizers, a main meal catered by Audibert’s 
Catering, and finish up with a selection of tasty desserts. 
Then we will dance to the delightful music of Bruce 
John and the Bandoleros. It is a great night to make new 
friends and visit with old (but “young”) ones.

In July we will have our Bring Your Grandchildren to the 
Movies event. There will be a movie that will be fun for 
both adults and children and the best part of the after-
noon will be making your own sundae. The movie and 
the date are to be determined, so check with us.

We hope to see you for these events. These are just some 
of the activities that go on every month. We sponsor trips, 
movies, a quilting group, and many others. The Beckish 
Senior Center also has many exercise groups and addi-
tional activities. You can check on dates, times and the 
occasional cost by calling the Senior Center at 860-228-
0759 or checking in the Beckish newsletter, The Gem.

Columbia making fitness fun!
As you grow older, an active lifestyle is more important 
than ever. Regular exercise can help boost energy, man-
age pain and illness as well as improving your indepen-
dence. Senior exercise and fitness tips can even reverse 
some of the symptoms of 
aging. Exercise is not only 
good for your body it is also 
good for your mood, mind 
and memory. Therefore, 
the Beckish Senior Center 
promotes health and well-
ness by providing a vast va-
riety of exercise programs.  

We start the week off on Monday mornings at 9:30am 
with Zumba Gold classes for all levels with Patty Flubach-
er is a Silversneakers flex instructor and Friday Mornings 
at 9:00am with Lisa Weir. The hour-long classes involve 
dancing to a beat of Latin inspired as well as all other 
types of music while sneaking in both low and high in-
tensity moves suitable for seniors.

On Monday afternoons at 1:30pm we provide an all lev-
els Yoga class with Tina Catanzaro.  Tina comes back to 
teach a Yoga Pilates Chair class at 9am.  This class is for 
all levels, providing a gently way to exercise.  This class 
will improve posture, give you a better balance, a stron-
ger core, increased overall physical awareness and de-

creased stress.  

Tuesday afternoons at 1:15pm and Fridays at 1:15 Pat-
ty Flubacher teaches an all levels Silversneakers Flex 
Class.  This Silversneakers Flex Class will increase mus-
cle strength, range of motion, and improve activities for 

daily living. You will have a 
chair for seated exercises 
and for standing support.  

Wednesday mornings at 
9am we have a Strength and 
Balance class with Tonia 
Viteritto. Tonia’s class will 
help you to improve your 
balance in your daily ac-

tivities, improve your energy levels, mobility and overall 
strength.  

The Beckish Senior Center offers an exercise room 
equipped with an elliptical, treadmill, yoga mats and 
blocks, hand weights of various sizes, yoga balls and oth-
er exercise items.  

The Beckish Senior Center welcomes everyone to come 
and join in the fitness fun.  The center is open 8am to 
3pm Monday –Friday.  If you have any questions or would 
like to learn more about what is happening at the center, 
please call 860-228-0759.

Bernadette Derring
Director
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WANT THE BEST FOR YOUR FAMILY?
TRUST OURS!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED  
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

LOYAL, DEPENDABLE SERVICE 
FROM TOP RATED AGENTS

FIVE STAR AWARD WINNER YEARLY SINCE 2009

RANKED TOP 1% STATEWIDE

TOP PRODUCER SINCE 1997

WE HAVE IT ALL, NOW IS THE TIME,  
CALL US TODAY!

860.228.8512 | 30 MAIN STREET, HEBRON
www.countrysiderealtyct.com | follow us on Facebook

Countryside Realty Ranks #1 in 2017!
Countryside Realty, of 30 Main Street in Hebron, 
ranks #1 for the 5th straight year in number of 
homes SOLD in total for Hebron, Lebanon,  
Columbia, and Andover!*
Everyone at Countryside Realty credits their success 
to an emphasis on preparation, relentless focus on 
customer service and a deep understanding of the 
market. Countryside Realty would like to extend a 
sincere “Thank You” to their clients for their loyalty, 
referrals and repeat business throughout the years.
*According to The Greater Hartford Association of Realtors and the 
Connecticut MLS  

For ALL your automotive needs
Great service  •  Family owned & operated

bigginsauto@hotmail.com FAX: (860) 337–0292

Greg Biggins
Owner/Operator/ASE Master Technician

35 Route 66E, Columbia, CT 06237

(860) 337–0033

Greg Biggins
Owner/Operator/ASE Master Technician

35 Route 66E, Columbia, CT 06237

NEW IN TOWN

General  Practice of  Law Including
PERSONAL INJURY

AUTO/MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
REAL ESTATE

WILLS

860- 228-2700 |  Fax 860- 228-2702
email :Law@donaldpcianciesq.net

P.O.  Box 210  
45 Laurel  Lane

Columbia,  CT 06237

NOTE:  Our office has relocated to 45 Laurel  Lane  
Columbia,  CT from the Landmark Bui lding

DONALD P.  CIANCI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Columbia Lake — Through the Years
On May 20th, the 
Columbia Historical 
Society will open its 
first exhibit in its 
new home, The His-
tory Place (across 
Rt. 87 from the Li-
brary). On selected 
Sunday afternoons 
through October, 
the exhibit will be 
open to the public 
at no cost.

The exhibit will 
trace the history of 
the Columbia Lake 
Watershed from

its early use by Native Americans, to its industrial uses 
during the 18th and 19th centuries, and its recreational 
use since the early twentieth century. It also examines 
the more recent history of stewardship by the town and 
private groups, to ensure that it provides scenic and rec-
reational resources for humans and important habitat 
for wildlife well into the future. 

In addition to a “Fishing” experience for children within 
the exhibit, the Columbia Historical Society will also be 
sponsoring several walks in the watershed as well as boat 
trips on the Lake to provide a first-hand look at the sites 
that played an important role in the watershed’s history. 
Details about these outings, as well as the schedule of 
exhibit open hours may be found on the CHS website, 
columbia-history.org.

Norwich Technical honors students win 
third place in regional history competition
Norwich Technical High School Honors Students, Class 
of 2018, from left to right, Mary Grossi, Noelis Guzman, 
and Wendalis Landron proudly exhibit their third-place 
award medals in the regional history competition, as 
part of their National History Day project in Manches-
ter, Connecticut on March 2, 2018. Their exhibit title 
was “Oppression or Aid: Moor’s Indian Charity School”. 
It included a poster and presentation on the origins and 
history of Wheelock’s curriculum as well as a small-scale 
replica of Moor’s Indian Charity School built by student 
carpenters. The overall theme of the national competi-
tion this year is “Conflict & Compromise in History”. The 
honors students contacted me in January and February 
to help them with this project. They, their teacher, and 
parents visited Moor’s Charity School and Columbia in 
mid-February to put the final touches on their project. 
Their next step is the state-level competition in April. I 
look forward to their continuing success.

National History Day is a non-profit organization that pro-
motes research into historical topics. Its mission is to im-
prove the teaching and learning of history in middle and 
high school by means of innovative, on-site, critical inqui-
ry into primary source material. National History Day is 
endorsed by many history and cultural organizations, as 
well as the National Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals. This contest is the most publicly visible outcome. 

Ingrid Wood
Town Historian
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PARKS AND RECREATION

           Your road to fitness starts here
These services are for your health and fitness needs:
~CrossFit Classes  ~Personal Training for all levels
~Massage Therapy  ~Nutritional Counseling
~Kids and teen class ~Level 1 (Beginner’s class)
~Naturopathic Medicine/Acupuncture     ~Yoga 

E-mail: CrossroadsFitnessCenter@gmail.com  www.CrossroadsFitnessCenter.com

To check out our schedule or
to get further information, visit:
www.ColumbiaCrossFit.com

106 Route 66 East
Columbia, CT

columbiacrossfit1@gmail.com

lnvest in your well-being and become more
“Fit for life”
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	 0%	FINANCING12	MONTHS			CREDIT	CARDS	ACCEPTED							FACEBOOK											ANGIES	LIST	

																 												 								 		 		
	

MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE											 SMALL	BUSINESS									AMERICAN	INDIAN	WOMEN	OWNED	ENTERPRISE	

ERIC’S TREE SERVICE LLC    
860-798-5672  

WWW.ERICSTREESERVICELLC.COM	
 

																																																																		CT	LICENSED	ARBORISTS	
	 			B-3164		S-5001		HIC-0645808					

	
HAZARDOUS	TREE	REMOVAL	SPECIALISTS	

	

	
	

STUMP	GRINDING			
EXPERTS	IN	TREE	CARE!!					

	
• INSECT	&	DISEASE	MANAGEMENT-			GYPSY	MOTH		
• 					PRUNING:	DEADWOOD	&	DISEASE		
• 					CABLING	&	BRACING		
• 					SEASONED	FIREWOOD	
	
	

COMPLETE	TREE	CARE	FOR	A	SAFE	AND	BEAUTIFUL	PROPERTY	
***CALL	TODAY	FOR	A	NO	COST	HAZARDOUS	RISK	EVALUATION***	
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Chapel on the Green      Route 87, Columbia CT
Our permanent sale location next to the library

Friday 5-8 pm
Preview Sale
Free to members
$5 non members

Saturday
9am-3pm
Open and
Free to all

Sunday 11am-3pm
Open and Free to all

Special Discount Day
Everything is half price

Friends of Saxton B. Little Free Library

Our next meeting will be held on wednesday, may 9,
at 9am in the Library. 

Please join us on wednesday, may 16,
from 6:30-8:00 for a Social in honor of

Library Appreciation Week.

LAW OFFICES OF 

DAVID A. RUDOLPH

DAVID A. RUDOLPH, ESQ.
REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS AND WILLS

32 MAIN STREET
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT 06248

(860) 228-2402
FAX: (860) 228-2708

EMAIL: rudolphdv@aol.com

SAXTON FREE LIBRARY

Summer’s coming soon!

You might have noticed our photo of 
Saxton Mouse in the last publication. 
Since then, Saxton Mouse has visited 
South Korea! No, really! We sent him via 
the Postal system to a friend, who has 
graciously hosted him, helped with his 
wardrobe changes and taken him to visit 
the sights. We are all jealous of his travels. 
Back here in Columbia, we settled for 
sampling Korean food when the Korean Spirit and Culture 
Promotion Project came to the Library and offered 
patrons a multi-course feast.  Our movies, writer’s group, 
and multiple books groups are also going strong!

As I write this in March and you read this in May, the 
Library is preparing for our Summer Reading Program! 
Our Summer Reading Program is made possible through 
a grant from the SBM Charitable Foundation, to whom 
we are grateful. This year’s theme is Library’s Rock! From 
Geology to Rock ‘n Roll the Library is planning events for 
all ages. With a kick-off, June 25th, be sure to check in for 
a schedule of events and sign up for summer fun such as

rock painting, Grease 
sing-along, classical 
music concert, Hula-
hoops, dance party, 
movies and more! We 
have something for 
everyone. The Library 
will once again also 
engage our “Read for 
Feed” program, so there 
is even something for 
our furry friends. Please 
come join us.

Left: A true feast was present-
ed for Library program partici-
pants as they learned about 
Korean food and culture, from 
New York’s Korean Spirit and 
Culture Promotion Project.

Below: Saxton Mouse wears 
a traditional Korean outfit as 
he prepares for his journey to 
South Korea.
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BEERS ON TAP
WING FLAVORS24 DAYS A WEEK

OPEN AT 11AM7
54 MAIN ST  |  HEBRON 860-530-1213

FIND US ON: 

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Breakfast~Lunch ~Dinner
Catering Available

www.ginamariesct.com 

71 Main Street
Hebron, CT
860-228-9375

Specialty Ad Page 
Opportunity

paul@epicmagazines.com

An Internet Cafe
12 Main Street • Hebron, CT • (860) 228-2266

Like us on Facebook /Follow us on Twitter

Step back in time into our historic building circa 1750

Offering locally roasted coffee, 
whole leaf teas, smoothies, bagels, 
soup, salads, panini sandwiches, 

fresh baked goods, and wares 
from local artists and crafters 

Special section • Dining & Entertainment
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Collins Garage
177 Route 66 • Columbia

860-228-3210
Open M-F 8am-6pm

Owner/Operator Robert A Quinn

Quality Family owned and operated local 
auto repair and towing service. Let our 

family help get your family where it needs 
to go safely, and priced fairly.  

Call Rob or Chris to schedule your next  
auto repair or oil change. 

Janina Barbuito, lutcf
32 Main Street Unit 1, Hebron

www.hebroninsurance.com

auto • home
life • business

860•228•8500
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SCHOOLS

Hire the local expert! 
 JEANNE CRUM, REALTOR, ABR

Buying or selling property in Columbia? 

Check out my  reviews on Homesellingteam.com, 
Zillow and Realtor.com

Home Selling Team
452 Storrs Road, Mansfield CT 06250
jeanne@homesellingteam.com
Direct: 860-450-8133
Cell:  860-942-4970

COLUMBIA RESIDENT FOR 25 YEARS 
AND LICENSED REALTOR FOR 20 YEARS.

Horace W. Porter School news
There is so much happening at Porter that we can’t possibly 
list it all. Be sure to check out our website for more infor-
mation! Here are a few highlights over the past few months. 

Students Bryn Pedersen and Nicholas Haddad awarded 
the CT Assoc. of Public School Superintendents award. 

Principal Alyssa Gwinnell and Assistant Principal Jenni-
fer Hill showing St. Patrick’s Day spirit! 

Many students Caught Doing Good and having lunch 
with the Principal! 

Panther’s Players presents Disney’s 
Alice in Wonderland Jr.! 

Jaymeson Morrison, Mila Covino 
and Addie Kenney were the top 3 
HWP Invention Convention presenters and wowed the 
judges at the Regionals so they will be heading off and 
competing at UConn—Good luck! 

Please visit www.hwporter.org for more and updated in-
formation!
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SCHOOLS

Fifth annual Horace  
W. Porter ‘Mini Mud 
Run’ invites you
On behalf of the Horace W. 
Porter School PTO, we would 
like to invite you all to the 5’th 
annual HWP ‘Mini Mud Run’, 
scheduled for June 3rd, 2018. The 
Mini Mud Run is truly a special 
day for the children, families, and 
community here in Columbia. 
Children ages preschool through eighth grade 
participate in a 1.5-mile loop filled with over 
20 obstacles ranging from rock wall climbs and 
tube crawls, to mud pits and a forest adventure. 
The course is assembled by parent volunteers 
while the Columbia Fire Department fill the mud 
pits. On race day, to keep everyone safe, the 
obstacles are attended by parent volunteers and 
local community groups including the Scouts, 
UCONN, HWP teachers, and our very own Fire 
Department. After completing the run, kids can 
wash off under the spray of a truck hose manned 
by members of the Columbia Fire Department.  

In addition to the obstacle course, participants 
and spectators will be able to enjoy food trucks, 
a DJ, and lots of great photo moments. And 
new this year we will be offering a Bike Safety 
Course. With the help of local Police Officers, 
kids will learn knowledge of traffic as well 
as bike handling skills to effectively prevent 
accident situations.  

For more details about the event, feel free to contact the 
Mini Mud Run Coordinator, Bryan Tarbell at tarbell.bry-
an@gmail.com or at (860-560-3477). We are also seeking 

energetic volunteers to help make this a FUNTASTIC day! 
Also, if you are a local business and would like to help 
sponsor the event please contact us to find out more.

Columbia
Motor Speech

Therapy
Peggy Earnest,

PhD, CCC–SLP

(860) 228–1369

Specializing in evaluation and therapy 
for pediatric motor speech, articulation 
and language di⁄culties.

Call now for summer articulation 
services for your school-aged child 
and ask us about the Smart Palate system.

Check us out now at 
www.columbiamotorspeechtherapy.com

Hope

Knowledge

Heart
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Enjoy a waterfront vacation 
with the convenience of being close to home.  

Perfect for out of town guests, 
family gatherings, or a local getaway.

2 Bedroom, full bathroom lakeside cottage.
Air conditioning, full kitchen. 

Find us on Airbnb for nightly, weekend or weekly rates.

Staycation on Columbia Lake!

Discovery Zone
Learning Center
Discovery Zone
Learning Center

Monday-Friday  7am-6pm  •  www.discoveryzone.info

Visit us at these 3 Connecticut locations:

Columbia
2 Orlando Dr.
860-228-8885

Hebron
45 Pendleton Dr.
860-228-3952

Marlborough
152 Hebron Rd.
860-295-8003

Thank You to Everyone who
Voted Us #1, Best Child Day Care!!!

We look forward to inspiring your children everyday.

2
YEars
in a 
row
!!!



Columbia  VIEWS  |  Vol. 2 Issue 2   27

GIRL SCOUTS

CHURCHES

Girls Scouts at Junior First Lego League
On Saturday, March 17th, 6 Girl Scouts from Horace 
Porter participated in the Junior First Lego League Expo 
at the Connecticut Science Center. Third grade Brownies 
Amelie, Cailyn, Kate and Peyton, with fifth grade Junior’s 
Abby and Lucy worked over the course of 6 weeks to 
research a local problem with water. 

The team, named Girl Scouts of The Sea, enlisted the 
help of Mandy Smith, a Columbia resident who is the 
Supervising Sanitary Engineer from the Drinking Water 
Section of the CT. Department of Public Health, to help 
them learn about our water supply here in Columbia 
and the problems we face. She taught the girls about 
the recent drought conditions that had been affecting 
the area, and the girls came up with a design to filter 
rainwater to provide extra potable water for household 
needs. 

The team designed and built a working model of a house 
out of the provided Lego set, and then coded and created 
a program on an iPad complete with sound effects to 
run the motor of the filter. It took a bit of engineering 
and troubleshooting, but they figured it out. They also 
created an informative display board for the judging 
panel. 

On the day of the Expo, the girls packed up their model 
and board and headed off to the Science Center. Their 
project was evaluated by a group of local women and 
men in engineering, and they received the Inquiring 
Minds Award for their passion and research. They also 

had the chance to watch the inspiring movie, Dream Big, 
and spent the afternoon designing marble roller coaster 
tracks with some actual women engineers. What an 
amazing opportunity!

All of this was made possible by a grant from the Petit 
Family Foundation and Pitney and Bowes. We would not 
have been able to have this experience without their 
generous support. The girls are looking forward to using 
our experience at this level to move up to the next level 
of competition for future seasons!

Columbia Congregational Church
10AM Sunday Worship Service with Church School and 
Nursery.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

May

Saturday, May 12th
Community Breakfast/Parish Hall
8AM-11AM

June

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, JUNE 3RD
8:30AM – Breakfast for Confirmands, Mentors and Family 
Members

Saturday, June 9th
Community Breakfast/Parish Hall
8AM-11AM

CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY, JUNE 10TH
10AM- Worship Service with Church School Children,
Followed by ALL Church Picnic!

July

Saturday, July 14th
Community Breakfast/Parish Hall
8AM-11AM
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Jack and Charlotte Sabine
72 Johnson Rd    Columbia, Ct

860 228–2158

come check out
our new
farm stand
opening
this summer 

Featuring fresh fruits and
veggies and specialty products

402 route 66
columbia ct

The high cost  
of finding your voice
Have you ever heard the sweet sound of a 
child’s first words? Can you recall how easily 
the words seemed to form and how quickly 
the words became phrases and the phrases 
became a non-stop monologue? For all kids, 
those words are priceless but for some, 
those words are also very expensive. 

Children with significant speech and 
language difficulties do not develop spoken 
language as easily as children without delays. Some 
children struggle with understanding words while some 
struggle with being able to move their mouths in order 
to form them. As they grow, the inability to communicate 
simple wants and needs can become frustrating both for 
themselves and for their families. Many of these children 
require years of speech and language therapy to do what 

comes quite naturally to most children. 
For some families, especially those whose 
insurance does not cover speech therapy, 
the costs associated with intensive therapy 
can be overwhelming. 

This is the reason a Columbia-based 
Speech-Language Pathologist decided to 
put her talents together to publish a chil-
dren’s book entitled Days Bright With 
Laughter. Days Bright With Laughter is an 
inspiring read-aloud book which pairs the 
words of a poem with bright, beautiful can-

did photographs of some very special children. All pro-
ceeds from the sale of this book will be used to establish 
a grant fund for local families who need assistance with 
speech and language therapy expenses. The book is avail-
able at amazon.com for $15.00 per copy or you can contact 
Peggy Earnest, PhD, CCC-SLP at peggyearnest@columbia-
motorspeechtherapy.com to purchase a copy directly.

LOCAL AUTHOR

Special section • farms & outdoor activities
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59 ROUTE 6 COLUMBIA CT  860-228-1036
 WWW.RAPIDSERVICELLC.COM 

* NOT APPLICABLE TO SERVICE CALL FEES. RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS ONLY. CANNOT BE COMBINED. EXP. 12-31-18 

 REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS FOR YOUR HOME

 
Plumbing services include: Well pumps, well tanks,  
water heaters, toilets, clogged drains, pinhole leaks
 Heating services include: Boiler repair, radiator leaks, 
frozen pipes, efficiency upgrades
 Electrical services include: Panel replacements, outlets, 
dimming lights, wiring

S AV E  $ 49  O N  A N Y  P L U M B I N G  R E PA I R *

30 YEARS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED HIC #550652

Hebron
Car Wash

860.228.Wash

P.O. Box 727
18 Liberty Drive

Hebron, CT

A Touch of Caring Massage Therapy, LLC
Treat Yourself, You Deserve It!

Sue Barrett
P.O. Box 173

10 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron, CT 06248

860-558-3251
sue@suebtouchofcaring.com
www.suebtouchofcaring.com
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SPRJ31866B

00018543

Turning 65 or new to Medicare?

Mark Hand
Licensed Sales Representative
860-430-8197, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

If you’re turning 65 or looking for a new Medicare plan, I’m happy to meet with you
to answer questions you may have about UnitedHealthcare® Medicare Advantage plans.

Don’t wait. If you’re new to Medicare, call me today.

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization 
with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. 
Y0066_161025_080859 Accepted
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A sweet story, part 2

Submitted by Jack Sabine  •  continued from last issue

We built a new sugarhouse in the summer of 1988 and 
purchased a more efficient, professionally manufactured 
evaporator. To provide more sap for the new evaporator, 
we began using lengths of tubing to connect groups of 
sugar maples together. We collected the sap in five-
gallon plastic buckets. This reduced the need to visit 
every tapped tree and made more trees accessible for 
tapping. The tubing also reduced the time and labor 
involved with the daily sap collection. We also procured a 
used stainless-steel milk tank to use as a sap storage tank. 
That season the new evaporator worked like a charm and 
we produced about twenty-three gallons of syrup! With 
a new finishing/filtering unit the quantity and quality of 
syrup was high enough to start selling our product. The 
demand was overwhelming 
and we quickly sold out what 
we made that season.

In the years between 1989 
and 1996 our production 
increased mainly due to 
friendly neighbors who 
allowed us to tap their trees. 

Other interests, demands 
of home, family, and work 
caused us to cease producing 
maple syrup after 1996. I can’t 
say I was too sad. Anticipation 
of the maple season was 
always exciting and I couldn’t 
wait for it to start each year. 
However, about two weeks 
into collecting sap, boiling, 
and canning our product, I 
couldn’t wait for it to end!

Things sat idle until 2013 when Sabine’s Sugarhouse 
came back to life. Retirement for my wife and I gave 
us the time this avocation really needs. 2013 was an 
outstanding year for maple syrup. Weather conditions 
were almost perfect and improvements to the collecting 
and handling of sap led to a record year for us. We 
produced about forty gallons.

The improvements I mentioned included the use of 
mainlines and larger collecting containers. The mainlines 
are 3/4-inch water pipe and larger collecting containers 
(20 and 30-gallon plastic barrels). The mainlines allow 

more trees to be connected together and thus the need for 
the larger collecting containers. I use a small water pump 
to take the sap from the collecting barrels to a 250-gallon 
tank in my truck. The sap is then transported to the sugar 
house and my stainless-steel storage tank. Usually what 
is collected is boiled and turned into syrup the same day. 

There have been vast improvements in efficiency of 
making syrup over the past two decades. Vacuum to 
improve the flow of sap, reverse osmosis to concentrate 
the sap, and fuel oil fired evaporators. We take a more 
traditional approach to making syrup. Only gravity to get 
the sap to the collecting containers, no reverse osmosis, 
and only wood to fire our evaporator. We are extremely 
proud of the product we produce and I would match our 
quality with any maple syrup producer on the planet.

A few years ago, we discovered a historical connection to 
the town of Columbia. The land we now own was part of 

a larger farm called Riverside Farm. They were the largest 
producer of maple syrup in Connecticut during the first 
half of the twentieth century. Every spring a hardy fellow 
named Thomas Traynum would come to Columbia from 
Virginia to make maple syrup for the Johnson family farm. 
He would be amazed to see how the art of making maple 
syrup has changed.

We are looking forward to many more years of making 
maple syrup. We usually start tapping the trees in late 
February and end by April 1st. We are located at 72 Johnson 
Road in Columbia and we always have syrup for sale.

LOCAL FARMS
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Tire and Brake Clinic LLC
15 Route 66 East  •  Columbia, CT 06237

(next to Wile Hyundai)

860–228–0212  •  860–228–8487
www.tireandbrakeclinic.com

Chris Rice, Service Manager
contact@tireandbrakeclinic.com

We want you to shop and
compare … because when
you do, we look even better!
We beat Wal–Mart, Town Fair Tire, Internet quotes,
and all other local tire stores • Used Tires Also Available

Huge Selection of Quality
Used Tires! $ave Big!

Factory-trained  •  ASE Certified  •  Master Technicians for LessFactory-trained  •  AS

Any service
of $75 or more

With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 6/30/18.

Any service
of $150 or more

With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 6/30/18.

Any service
of $250 or more

With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 6/30/18.

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 6/30/18.

with any 4-tire purchase
With this coupon. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 6/30/18.

Oil & Filter Change • Safety Inspection
Tire Rotation • Top Off Fluids

With this coupon. 
Up to 5 qts. oil. 
Not valid with 
any other offer. 
Expires 6/30/18.+ $3 Disposal Fee
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John Little Homestead Site Archaeological 
Survey with State Archaeologist Dr. Brian Jones
continued from previous issue

Preliminarily, we diggers did 
not find evidence of a “burn 
layer” near the house, so we 
can definitely say it did not 
burn down. We did find lots 
of charcoal, presumably 
for cooking, heating, 
and perhaps light metal 
work. But a clue may be 
in Columbia’s Selectmen’s 
Orders which discontinue 
an important east-west 
road in 1805 that once 
traversed the northern 
boundary of today’s Utley 
Hill Swamp. We speculate 
the John Little Homestead 
became less accessible 
after the construction of 
the Columbia Turnpike 
through the Great Pine 
Swamp in 1810. The new 
Columbia Turnpike Road, later known as the Middletown 
Turnpike, was heavily promoted by Columbia’s very 
First Selectman, Stephen Hosmer (1804 – 1805). It was 
the direct and much faster road from Columbia Center 
to Hebron Center. So the 1805 discontinued “The Over 
the Hill Road” as it was called, was the original colonial 
thoroughfare which formerly connected Lebanon Crank’s 
center with Hebron’s center. It was laid out around the 

northern edge of the Great Pine Swamp, and the John 
Little Jr. Homestead was on it. In the meantime, while the 
analysis is underway, here are some photographs (below) 
of what we found and the activities of our summer “dig”. 
Some of the artifacts may very well tell an interesting 
story of early to mid-1700s life in frontier Lebanon Crank.

Many thanks to Dr. Brian Jones, State Archaeologist, 
Horace Porter School students and their families, teachers, 
and administrators, the Town of Columbia, Friends of the 
Office of State Archaeology, Columbia Historical Society, 
Joshua’s Trust, and Connecticut Historical Society for 
your active and dedicated participation and interest in 
unearthing our early history!

COLUMBIA LAKE GATE

2018 schedule of operation
The hours of gate monitoring are as follows. These are 
the times you will be able to launch and/or take boats 
out of the lake:

SPRING SCHEDULE
April 12, April 28, May 5, May 12
Saturday, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM

May 19, 2018 – May 20, 2018
Saturday & Sunday, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM		

SUMMER SCHEDULE
May 26, 2018 – September 9, 2018
Daily, 10:00 AM – 9:00 PM		

FALL SCHEDULE
September 15, 2018 – October 14, 2018
Saturday & Sunday, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

TOWN HISTORIAN
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
YOUR LOCAL COLUMBIA REAL ESTATE OFFICE

326 Route 87, Suite A, Columbia CT 06237

www.AspenRealtyGroupLLC.com

Call Now for a Free Property Valuation

7 Wildwood Dr. Columbia
Fantastic opportunity to 
own in desirable Island 

accentuated by the freshly 

with both a living room 
and family room on the 

bonus room that could be a 

has vaulted ceilings and a ceiling fan with exposed beams, sliders to private 
balcony, walk in closet, and a huge master bath with both a hydro tub and 

miss this one!  $319,900

10 Cards Mill Rd. Columbia

home with newer windows, pellet stove and water 

farmers, horse lovers, or just someone who values 

kennel for dog lovers. 199,900

Cape with open living room/dining area and 

sider to back deck nice level back yard. Type of 
Financing available cash, FHA 203K FHA Case 
# 061-296066. LBP addendum required  $95,000

OPEN SPACE
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F.W. Mayo & Sons
Rubbish Removal

168B Route 66 East, Columbia CT 06237
Phone: 860-228-2322  www.mayosonsrubbishremoval.com

Locally owned and operated since 1965
We Provide Affordable and Dependable Service

Weekly Pick-Up of Residential Trash and Single-Stream Recycling

Serving the towns of:
Columbia ~ Lebanon
Hampton ~ Scotland

Willington
“Put your cans in good hands”

A full service veterinary 
hospital located on 
Route 66 in Hebron.

We offer complete 
in-house diagnostics, 
radiology, ultrasound, 
surgical, and dental 
services.

We also have doctors 
on call for emergency 
services after hours.

Your Best Friend.
Our Best Medicine.

Hebron 
Veterinary Hospital 
43 West Main Street
Hebron 

Dr. Kimberly Mordasky 

Dr. Jaime DeLeon

860.228.4324 
hvhct.com 
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For more information, contact sales@epicmagazines.com

Epic Magazines
publications
Local. Connecticut. Explored.
www.epicmagazines.comazines.com

Other towns coming

Hartford

Avon

Berlin

Bloomfield

Bristol

Cheshire

Colchester

Cromwell

Durham
East Haddam

East
Hampton

East
Hartford

Farmington

Glastonbury

Haddam

Hebron

Manchester

Marlborough

Meriden
Middlefield

Middletown

New
Britain

Newington
Plainville

Portland

Rocky
Hill

Simsbury

South Windsor

Southington

Wallingford

West
Hartford

Wethersfield

Windsor

Epic Magazines
Connecticut
Published six
times a year

Premier Quality full-color 
publications with long shelf-life. 
Direct Mailed to residents and 
businesses.
Circulation throughout 
Connecticut in high-end salons, 
retail shops, local hot spots, 
restaurants, doctor’s offices, 
apartment complexes, college 
bookstores, coffee shops, town 
offices, libraries, real estate offices, 
museums, and tourist destinations. 
Affordable Ad Rates to suit every 
business need.
Online Exposure through social 
media promotions, digital editions, 
and websites.

LoMagazines
ww.epicmagaazines.c

Ot

ww

Published quarterly

Hebron

PuPuPublished quarterly

Columbia



Specializing in design and installation of plantings 
and hardscapes including pavers, natural stone, 
retaining walls, foundation plantings, and shrub beds

James Blair 
Landscape and Design

jamesblairlandscape.com
860-337-0068
jbland15@earthlink.com

James Blair 
Landscape and Design

jamesblairlandscape.com
860-337-0068
jbland15@earthlink.com
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