Columbia Recreation Commission
Special Meeting Agenda 
May 3, 2018 @ 7pm
Recreation Department Office
323 Route 87 Columbia, CT 06237
Kelly DeForest, Nikki Keldsen, Brian Pedersen, Cindy Postemsky, Shane Vertefuille 

Call to Order 7:06 PM
· Audience of Citizens
· motion to approve 5-5-18 minutes 
· Brian Pederson 
· Second Shane Vertefuille
New Business
· Master Plan Discussion
· recent open forum and town meeting details reviewed 
· Any supportive emails from town citizens sent to Rec Director. 
· Discussion about ways to incorporate pickle ball into the lower area of Rec park in response to suggestions from town members at the town wide meeting. 
· Discussion about including town members early in the Fall at open town mtgs. 
· History of how the firm that designed the Master Plan was hired and the multi year history of how the  Master Plan started was reviewed by senior members of commision for the benefit of newer members. Concern that the commission remians open to feedback from the town as plans move forward voiced. Master plan steps are in specific order (per the experts review of potentialslong term plans) but some aspects may be slightly altered if order and time line not interrupted
· James Lester Donation
· discussion about meaningful dedication to honor Mr Lester. Ideas  include: softball dedicated storage shed (new); batting cage for softball; pitching machine; possible refurbishment and relocation of scoreboard (price unknown and would need to be priced out); additional seating if current 2 bleachers are not adequate enough; dugout dedication or expansion
·  commision to be bring any additional ideas to next mtg
· Discussion that as project moves forward softball field may have costs that commission could approach family about. All in agreement that discussion with the Lester family will occur prior to any final decision
· Youth Program Grant
· DARE grant 6/30 Family Fun Day
· Yard games,  food  to be  determined  (pizza vs  grilling) 
· All are welcome!
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· Summer Concerts
· 5/10 Bruce John 
· 6/28 Rockin Robin 
· Beach Feedback
· “looking great”.
· Umbrella discussion. Jeff Morrison voiced an idea to K DeForest for permanent PVC in beach for umbrella rentals. Concerns re:sand erosion or pipe filling with sand and tripping hazard discussed. Alternate options for sand auger or “sand bag” type umbrellas for use/rental. Shade discussion ensued; initial beach renovation sketch had canopy type shading on sketch. May discuss at beach and poll beach goers for their input prior to moving forward on an umbrella or “shade” plan for the beach
Open Discussion
May 24th Beach Opening 4-7pm gazebo dedication at 6pm Free for Columbia residents. Pizza served.  5/25 rain date 
William O’Brien is looking for input prior to the presentation  “Video Gaming: Keeping Kids Safe” through DMHAS  5/9 5:30 at Adela Urban Administrative Offices Conf Room if any residents would like to provide input. 


Adjournment 20:36 
Respectfully submitted,
Kelly DeForest 

