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Board Members Present:
Kerry Hoffman, Sondra Montesi, Lisa Napolitano,                                                   Lauren Perrotti-Verboven-Chairman, John Schroder, James Thorn

Administration Present:      
Francine Coss-Superintendent, Alyssa Gwinnell-Assistant Principal 
Staff Present:


Kat MacDonald, Cheryl Muñoz
Others Present:  


Alessandria Blair and her parents, Maya Keleher and her parents 
I. Call to Order

Lauren Perrotti-Verboven called the June 4, 2012 regular meeting to order at 7:44 p.m.
Addition to agenda

J. Thorn MOVED and J. Schroder SECONDED to add Approval of Connecticut State Department of Education Teacher Evaluation Pilot Program.

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Election of Board of Education Vice Chairman

L. Perrotti-Verboven MOVED and J. Schroder SECONDED to appoint Jim Thorn as the Columbia Board of Education Vice Chairman.  
Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven praised Mr. Thorn who is a teacher in Glastonbury.  He heads up the Curriculum Subcommittee and is a member of the Budget and Negotiations Subcommittees.  As Board of Ed Vice Chairman he will be good for the team!  
MOTION CARRIES: 6-0
IV. Celebration of Excellence

· Columbia Lions Club Scholarship Winners:

· Heather Armstrong, Bolton High School

· Alessandria Blair, Bolton High School

· Maya Keleher, Edwin O. Smith High School

Mrs. Coss explained that Heather Armstrong is not able to attend this evening’s meeting.  Board members congratulated the Columbia Lions Club Scholarship winners and presented them with Barnes and Noble gift cards.  The scholarship winners posed for pictures with Board members and the Superintendent.
V. Comments from the Audience (Bylaws of the Board #9300) 
Time allotted for public participation is thirty (30) minutes; time allotted for an individual speaker is three (3) minutes. 

VI. Presentation
· Data Walls
Mrs. Gwinnell presented grade level/team data boards.  She explained the depth of strategies and work that go into forming data goals.   Board members were impressed by the informative boards and asked that the data boards be displayed in an area where they can be shared with parents and the community.
· The Altered Book and Language Arts Short Story: 

Written Imagery Meets Visual Imagery: Bridging the Gap Between Content Areas 

Kat MacDonald-Visual Arts Teacher and Cheryl Muñoz-Language Arts Teacher 

Mrs. MacDonald and Mrs. Muñoz explained their collaborative grade 8 project between Language Arts and Visual Arts.  The project’s concept was initiated five years ago on their first day as Porter teachers.  Mrs. MacDonald and Mrs. Muñoz meet during their lunch time or after school to make the project work.  Driving this project is the importance of bridging the gap between core and encore classes.  Students apply practice with editing and revising.  The process starts in LA class.  Students write and revise an original short story with a focus on plot, dialogue, imagery and editing.  Students then bring that story to Art Extension class and create a visual representation.  Discarded library books are used to visually present the imagery in students’ stories.  Their story is incorporated into the altered book. 
Mrs. MacDonald and Mrs. Muñoz shared student books.  Board members enjoyed viewing the student work and thanked Mrs. MacDonald and Mrs. Muñoz for their presentation.
VII. Action Items (Consent)

A consent agenda is presented by the Chairman at the beginning of a meeting.  Items may be removed from the consent agenda on the request of any one member.  Items not removed may be adopted by general consent without debate.  Removed items may be taken up either immediately after the consent agenda or placed later on the agenda at the discretion of the assembly.

· Approval of May 7, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

· Approval of Non-Budgeted Items in Excess of $10,000 (Thin Client & Lockers)

· Approval of Andover, Hebron, Marlborough Youth Services Survey

· Approval of First Student Transportation Contract 2012 - 2017 

· Approval of Policy 1324 – Soliciting Funds from and by Students

· Approval of Policy 1325 – Advertising and Promotion

· Approval of Policy 5125 – Student Records; Confidentiality

· Approval of Policy 5126 – Awards for Achievement

· Approval of Policy 5131.81 – Use of Electronic Devices

· Approval of Policy 5141.221 – Pediculosis

· Approval of Policy 6145. 51 – National Honor Society

· Approval of Connecticut State Department of Education Teacher Evaluation Pilot Program

J. Thorn MOVED and K. Hoffman SECONDED to remove 3 items from the Action Items listed above:

· Approval of Non-Budgeted Items in Excess of $10,000 (Thin Client) 
Please note: Lockers will remain on action items consent listing 

· Approval of First Student Transportation Contract 2012 - 2017 

· Approval of Policy 1324 – Soliciting Funds from and by Students

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0

J. Thorn MOVED and L. Perrotti-Verboven SECONDED to amend the original motion to include the removal of a 4th consent action item:

· Approval of Andover, Hebron, Marlborough Youth Services Survey 
(This will be a topic of discussion at a separate meeting)

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0

L. Perrotti-Verboven MOVED and J. Thorn SECONDED to take action in favor of:

· Approval of May 7, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

· Approval of Non-Budgeted Items in Excess of $10,000 (Lockers)

· Approval of Policy 1325 – Advertising and Promotion

· Approval of Policy 5125 – Student Records; Confidentiality

· Approval of Policy 5126 – Awards for Achievement

· Approval of Policy 5131.81 – Use of Electronic Devices

· Approval of Policy 5141.221 – Pediculosis

· Approval of Policy 6145. 51 – National Honor Society

· Approval of Connecticut State Department of Education Teacher Evaluation Pilot Program

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0 

on all items except the Approval of the May 7, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

MOTION CARRIES: 5-0-1 

K. Hoffman, L. Napolitano, L. Perrotti-Verboven, J. Schroder, J. Thorn VOTED FOR THE MOTION

S. Montesi ABSTAINED 

L. Perrotti-Verboven MOVED and K. Hoffman SECONDED to table the approval of Non-Budgeted Items in Excess of $10,000 (Thin Client) until July and table the AHM Youth Services Survey which will be a topic of discussion at a future meeting.    

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0

L. Perrotti-Verboven MOVED and K. Hoffman SECONDED to make a motion to take action on the Andover, Hebron, Marlborough Youth Services Survey before July 1, 2012.
MOTION CARRIES: 6-0

VIII. Correspondence/Communications 

· FIPAC Chairman Earnest Sharpe to Columbia Board of Education Members – 05/02/2012 – (The Superintendent’s response to Mr. Sharpe, it is the last item listed under correspondence/communications.) 
· Approved Columbia Board of Education 2012-2013 Budget Document 

· Bolton Superintendent Paul Smith’s Invitation for Columbia Liaison to the Bolton Board of Education – 05/14/2012 – Chairman Perrotti-Verboven thanked Bolton for this invitation and asked for meeting information and suggested that two members share this duty.
· Windham Interim Principal Gene Blain to Superintendent Coss – Invitation to June 4, 2012 Annual Scholarship Awards Night – Tonight’s meeting conflicts with Windham’s Scholarship Night.  Mrs. Coss informed the Board that John Ciurylo is this year’s Windham High School Salutatorian. 
· An Act Concerning Educational Reform – SB458 

· Mr. Brian Mahoney, Chief Financial Officer to First Selectman Dr. Vance – MBR Response - 05/18/2012 – Mrs. Coss explained this is a Town matter.  A waiver may be requested but noncompliance could result in a penalty of twice the amount of $158,723 for the 2013/2014 school year.
· Columbia October 1, 2011 State Department of Education Racial Statistics – 05/21/2012

· Andover Hebron Marlborough Youth and Family Services Survey Results and Recommendations – 05/20/2012 – Lisa Napolitano said she did not like the format of this survey and only 104 residents responded.  Chairman Perrotti-Verboven would like to discuss the Andover Hebron Marlborough Youth Services topic at a future meeting.  The Board should clarify their stand on this.  
· Columbia Board of Education Chairman, Lauren Perrotti-Verboven, Response to Mr. Ernest Sharpe – 05/29/2012 – Kerry Hoffman said it would be helpful if this response was clearer.  Lauren Perrotti-Verboven said it is hard to know what Mr. Sharpe is looking for.  He is doing his job; FIPAC’s mission is to be careful with spending.  The Board of Education knows what they are spending money on; the Board’s mission is to give the best for kids.  The Board of Education needs accurate reporting.  The Board is afraid to spend because reporting numbers might be wrong.     
IX. Financial Review

· Payment of Bills
· Actual & Budgeted Expenses & Encumbrances 
· Grant Status as of May 25, 2012
· Budget Projections
· CAPSS 2012-2013 Statewide Budget Comparison Table as of May 21, 2012
X. Reports

· Board of Education Chairperson
· Fiscal Policy Agenda Will be Distributed to all Board of Education Members – Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven will forward fiscal policy meeting info to Board of Education members.
· Board of Education Subcommittees

· May 14, 2012 Subcommittee Meetings Update (Hot Lunch and Math enVision) – Mr. Thorn commended Mrs. Albair for her great math presentation given on May 14th.  
Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven would like a report documenting the process used for leftover end of the year student hot lunch funds.    
· Future Meeting Dates:  

· June 11, 2012:

· Policy Subcommittee Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room   

· Facilities & Transportation Subcommittee Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room   

· Special Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· June 13, 2012:

· Horace W. Porter School Graduation, 4:00 p.m., E.O. Smith High School Auditorium

· July 9, 2012: 

· Budget Subcommittee Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· Regular Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Library Media Center  

· August 20, 2012:

· Regular Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Horace W. Porter School, Library Media Center  

· Superintendent’s Report

· Horace W. Porter Athletics Program Information – Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven asked for a coach’s handbook in addition to the information presented this evening. 
· Settlement Agreement Between Columbia Board of Education and AFSCME – Case # MPP-29,681

· May 22, 2012 Eastconn Annual Meeting Update – Mrs. Coss reported this meeting was held at the Arts at the Capitol Theater and the SDOE Commissioner attended.  
· May 31, 2012 Kindergarten Orientation – Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven said the orientation was a great night.  She thanked the administration, Mrs. Nye, PTO and everyone else for organizing the event and for doing such a good job.  
· Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield Annual Renewal Package

· 2011-2012 Education Revenues Update – Mrs. Coss reviewed grant revenues for the District.
· Administrative Update – May 2012

· April 2012 Horace W. Porter School PTO Meeting Minutes – as the Chairman stated above, the PTO was very helpful during the Kindergarten Orientation.
· April 2012 Site Reimbursement Claim Form 

· 2011-2012 ED165 – Connecticut School Data Report – The Superintendent reported that Strategic School Profiles are a year behind.  In 2012/13 some warnings have been corrected.  Next year’s schedule will increase Math and Language Arts hours.
· Teacher Evaluation Pilot – Mrs. Coss reported that Columbia has been selected to participate in this pilot program.   
Mrs. Coss thanked Board members for attending the DARE graduation.  She is thankful for the funds the Town provides for this program.

XI.
Future Regular and Subcommittee Agenda Items (Tentative)

· August 2012:  Connecticut Mastery Test Data

XII.
Columbia Board of Education Member Remarks  


Jim Thorn said there are hundreds more things that are good than are wrong at Porter School and we need to get the word out.  He also thanked fellow Board members for electing him Vice Chairman.  Lisa Napolitano suggested getting information to Columbia Crossroads.  Kerry Hoffman would like to see the school website updated more frequently.   
XIII. 
Executive Session for the Purpose of Superintendent’s Evaluation

J. Thorn MOVED and K. Hoffman SECONDED to enter in executive session for the purpose of Superintendent’s evaluation at 9:55 p.m.
J. Schroder MOVED and K. Hoffman SECONDED to adjourn executive session at 10:25 p.m.

XIV.
Adjournment 

S. Montessi MOVED and L. Napolitano SECONDED to adjourn the June 4, 2012 regular meeting at 10:26 p.m.

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0
Respectfully submitted,

Jim Thorn

Columbia Board of Education Vice Chairman
Columbia Board of Education
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