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Board Members Present:    
Kerry Hoffman, Sondra Montesi, Lisa Napolitano, Lauren Perrotti-Verboven-Chairman, James Thorn, Kathy Tolsdorf

Board Members Absent:

John Schroder

Administration Present:      
Francine Coss-Superintendent 
Others Present:  


Bev Ciurylo, Mike Lester, Chronicle Reporter Michelle Firestone 
I. Call to Order

Lauren Perrotti-Verboven called the August 20, 2012, regular meeting to order at 8:11 p.m.
II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Welcome New Board of Education Member 
Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven welcomed Mrs. Kathy Tolsdorf to the Board of Education.
IV. Comments from the Audience (Bylaws of the Board #9300) 
Time allotted for public participation is thirty (30) minutes; time allotted for an individual speaker is three (3) minutes. 

V. Action Items (Consent)

A consent agenda is presented by the Chairman at the beginning of a meeting.  Items may be removed from the consent agenda on the request of any one member.  Items not removed may be adopted by general consent without debate.  Removed items may be taken up either immediately after the consent agenda or placed later on the agenda at the discretion of the assembly.
A. Approval of July 9, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes 
B. Approval of Evaluation of Superintendent as written

C. Approval of Superintendent Contract Extension through June 30, 2015

D. Acceptance of Opinion Statement to Tim Ackert, State Representative, and Edith Prague, State Senator,    regarding Minimum Budget requirement as written

E.   
  Approval of 2012/2013 Co-curricular and Extra Curricular Stipend Positions 

F.   
  Acceptance of Retirement of Mr. William Lavallee, Porter Facility Technician 

G.   
  Approval of Payment of Bills

K. Hoffman MOVED and L. Napolitano SECONDED to remove 3 items from the Action Items listed above:
B.  
Approval of Evaluation of Superintendent as written
C.  
Approval of Superintendent Contract Extension through June 30, 2015

D. 
Acceptance of Opinion Statement to Tim Ackert, State Representative, and Edith Prague, State Senator,    regarding Minimum Budget requirement as written

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0

J. Thorn MOVED and K. Hoffman SECONDED to take action in favor of: 

A.
Approval of July 9, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

E.
Approval of 2012/2013 Co-curricular and Extra Curricular Stipend Positions 

F. 
Acceptance of Retirement of Mr. William Lavallee, Porter Facility Technician 

G.
Approval of Payment of Bills

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0
(L. Napolitano and K. Tolsdorf abstained from approval of July 9, 2012, Regular Board of Education Meeting Minutes)

VI. Correspondence/Communications 

· Columbia Lions Club President Mike DiRaimo to Superintendent Coss – 06/22/2012

· Miss Heather Armstrong to Board of Education – Thank you for Barnes & Noble Gift Card  

· CABE Policy Service – June 22, 2012  

· Brian Mahoney, State Department of Education Chief Finance Officer to Superintendent – July 17, 2012

VII. Presentation

· CVFD Fred B. Gifford Scholarship – Mr. Michael Lester 
Deputy Chief Mike Lester explained that Mr. Fred B. Gifford was a member of the Columbia Volunteer Fire Department and a teacher at Windham High School.  In the past, the Fire Department has awarded a $250 scholarship to one male and one female graduating student from Windham High School.  This scholarship is based on leadership qualities, extra-curricular activities and volunteer/community service.  The fire department would like to offer this scholarship to all Columbia High School students at each designated high school and requests the Board of Education distribute applications to each high school and select the 2 students.  

The Board thanked Mr. Lester and the Columbia Fire Department for their generous Fred B. Gifford Scholarships and agreed to contact the high schools with the scholarship information and select the two students.    

VIII. Financial Review

· 2011-2012 Payment of Bills
· 2011-2012 Actual & Budgeted Expenses & Encumbrances 
· 2011-2012 Hot Lunch Program Year-End Report

· 2011-2012 Budget Projections as of August 15, 2012
· 2011-2012 Year-End Transfers as of August 20, 2012

· 2012-2013 Payment of Bills

· 2012-2013 Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances

· 2012-2013 Budget Projections as of August 14, 2012

· Grant Status as of August 14, 2012

The Board of Education already reviewed the Financial Review items at the earlier 7:00 p.m. Budget Subcommittee. 

IX. Reports

· Board of Education Chairperson
· CABE/CAPSS Convention – Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven invited Board members to attend this year’s convention.  Mrs. Coss explained she will be attending the Friday portion of the convention.  Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven encouraged members to consider attending this worthwhile conference and, if at all possible, to please let the Superintendent know before the August 31 early registration deadline.
· 8/20/2012 Action Items: Approval of Evaluation of Superintendent as written and Approval of Superintendent Contract Extension through June 30, 2015 – Mrs. Perrotti-Verboven explained the Board of Education feels strongly about extending the superintendent’s contract.  The action items have been removed from this evening’s agenda because the district attorney is reviewing the document.  Columbia is very lucky to have Mrs. Coss as superintendent.
Reports (continued)
· Board of Education Subcommittees

· Future Meeting Dates:  

· September 4, 2012 (Tuesday): 

· Policy Subcommittee Meeting, 6:00 p.m. Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room

· Budget Subcommittee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Horace W. Porter School, Conference Room
· Facility Subcommittee Meeting-Building Walk Through, 7:00 p.m., W. Porter School, Conference Room
· Regular Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Horace W. Porter School Library Media Center

· Superintendent’s Report

· ARRA Quarterly Reporting – Superintendent Coss explained this is a final report for period ending June 30, 2012. 
· 2012-2013 Porter Grades 2-8 Assessment Calendar – Mrs. Coss explained skill checks will occur more frequently and coincide with trimester scores.
· PTO Great Lakes Scrip Center Fundraiser – This is informational.
· Administrative Highlights for July-Mid August 2012 – Mrs. Coss highlighted the July 10th Administrator’s retreat where a 3 Year Plan and Goals draft was created and the July 12th professional development to Porter’s Curriculum Team Leader’s regarding writing units based in Rigorous Design to align curriculum to Common Core State Standards.  
· AHM Youth and Family Services Report – The Board of Selectmen have voted to increase funds for  Andover, Hebron, Marlborough Youth and Family Services that are provided to Horace Porter School.  Porter staff will be meeting to decide how to expand after school services.   
· EASTCONN Truancy and Residency Officer – Area small towns have collaborated with Eastconn to hire a Truancy and Residency Officer.  Presently, the Superintendent oversees and monitors residency concerns.  This will be a valuable resource for a very reasonable cost.  
· Horace Porter Hot Lunch Menu – This is a 3 week rotation of meals that will work with the new State mandates.  It assumes a child eats hot lunch every day at school.  Mrs. Coss gave Mr. Urban credit for meeting with four area towns as well as a dietician to create the menu.  Mr. Urban will provide samples of the healthy food choices to parents and students at the August 28th Meet and Greet.  
· 2012/2013 CAPSS Committee Membership – Mrs. Coss informed the Board of her CAPSS Assessment/Accountability and Small District committee membership.  
X. Future Regular and Subcommittee Agenda Items (Tentative)

Board of Education Self Evaluation

XI.
Columbia Board of Education Member Remarks
XII. 
Adjournment 

J. Thorn MOVED and K. Tolsdorf SECONDED to adjourn the August 20, 2012 regular meeting at 8:58 p.m.

MOTION CARRIES: 6-0
Respectfully submitted,

James Thorn

Columbia Board of Education Vice Chairman
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