
Christopher Lent, Chairman 
Kathy Tolsdorf, Vice Chairperson 

James Chakulski, Jr. 
David Crim 

Linette Dooley 
Lisa Napolitano 

Karin Vertefeuille 
Laurence Fearon, Superintendent 

Page 1 of 3 
Approved 4/3/2017 

 
 

The Columbia School District is a community of learners providing rigorous 
programs to ensure that each student can excel as an individual. 

 

March 6, 2017 
  Regular Meeting Minutes 

Horace W. Porter School Cafetorium 
 

 

Board Members Present:  Christopher Lent-Chairman, James Chakulski, Linette Dooley, and Lisa Napolitano  
 
Board Members Absent:  David Crim, Karin Vertefeuille, Kathy Tolsdorf  
 
Others Present:  Lol Fearon-Superintendent, Barbara Wilson-Director of Student Services, Alyssa 
Gwinnell- Principal, Michael Kenyon - Assistant Principal, Mark Walter (Town Administrator), Beverly Ciurylo, Steve 
Piro, Christine Sposito, Ann Marie Morgan, Adam Teff, Ryan Linares, Steven Liu 

 

I. Call to Order – The regular meeting was called to order at 7: 36 p.m. by C. Lent.   
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance  
 

III. Comments from the Audience (Bylaws of the Board #9300)  
Time allotted for public participation is twenty (20) minutes; time allotted for an individual speaker is three (3) minutes.   
 

C. Lent asked for comments from the audience.   There were no comments. 
   

IV. Board of Education Appreciation Month    
Special Recognition:  Stakeholders are models of Leadership and Civic Responsibility – We acknowledge the work of the Columbia Board of   
Education. 

 
L. Fearon acknowledged the Columbia Board of Education members for their time serving on the BoE for the 
Columbia School District and presented them with certificates of appreciation. 

 
V.         Presentation  

 
•   Solar Panel Installation Proposal-Ryan Linares, Greenskies and Adam Teff, Titan Energy 
 
Ryan Linares of Greenskies, presented a solar energy proposal for the District.   He explained frequently asked 
questions related to the transition to solar energy.  He described the implementation process and what the 
District’s cost/savings would be.  Greenskies would finance, engineer, design, build, operate and maintain the 
solar system for the 20 year contract term.  The energy generated would be sold back to the town at a 
discounted rate.   Mr. Linares addressed Board Members questions and concerns related to solar energy.   
 
L. Fearon and Board Members requested a detailed proposal for board members to review for discussion at 
the Board of Education Meeting on April 3, 2017. 
 
 Summer of 2018 would be the target date for installation of solar panels. 
 
L. Fearon suggested that they provide materials to BoE members to review before the April 3rd mtg. 
  

VI.  Action Items (Consent) 
A consent agenda is presented by the Chairman at the beginning of a meeting.  Items may be removed from the consent agenda on the request of 
any one member.  Items not removed may be adopted by general consent without debate.  Removed items may be taken up either im mediately 
after the consent agenda or placed later on the agenda at the discretion of the assembly. 
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a) Approval of  February 6, 2017  Regular Meeting Minutes 
b) Approval of Payment of Bills 
c) Approval of Healthy Food Certification 2017-2018 
d) Approval of February 27, 2017, Special Meeting Minutes 

 
Linette Dooley MOVED, James Chakulski SECONDED to approve the consent agenda items a-f.  
 
MOTION CARRIES 4:0.   

 
VII.  Action Items – Discuss and Act Upon 

 
a)     2017-2018 Board of Education Operating Budget in the amount off 12,734,369.00 

 
James Chakulski MOVED, Linette Dooley SECONDED to approve the 2017-2018 Board of Education 
Operating Budget in the amount of 12,734,369.00.  
 
MOTION CARRIES 3:1.   

 
C. Lent asked if there was any further discussion regarding removal of a .5 FTE staff person from the 
budget. Board members held discussions related to the topic.  
 
 No further comments were received. 

 
b)     2017-2022 Capital Plan-  

 
Linette Dooley MOVED, Lisa Napolitano SECONDED to approve the 2017-2022 Board of Education 
Capital Operating Budget of $668,500.    
 
MOTION CARRIES 4:0.   

  
c)  2017-2018 Bus Contract with M&J Transportation - L. Fearon explained the details of the contract.        

The Board Attorney has reviewed the contract. 

 
Lisa Napolitano MOVED, Linette Dooley SECONDED to approve the Bus Contract with M&J 
Transportation.   

 
DISCUSSION: 
C. Lent commented on Article 2B, and suggested a language change to include providing certification of 
such disposal to assure that the documents were destroyed.  Also Article 7A is a similar reference and we 
may want to add the same language.   Student Data Privacy agreement law is requiring anyone 
contracted by the BoE to sign off on the Student Data Privacy.      
   
 L Napolitano.  She suggested changing specific name information to the Superintendent of his designee.   
 
Christopher Lent MOVED to amend the last sentence of Article 2B to “…The contractor will delete or 
destroy the requested student data within two (2) business days of receiving such a request, and will 
provide written certification to the Board of such action.”  Lisa Napolitano SECONDED.  
 
MOTION CARRIES:   4:0 
 
 
Linette Dooley MOVED to approve the amended agreement James Chakulski SECONDED. 
 
MOTION CARRIES:   4:0 

  
VIII. Reports of Board Committee 
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• Policy –  L. Fearon will get new policies that have been impacted by statutory changs to Karin 
 

• Budget –  Next meeting March 15th, March 22, and March 29  
 
• Teaching and Learning – None 

 
• Ad hoc Committee on Future Needs – L. Fearon shared the future needs survey to assist in Long Range 

Plans, asking BoE members to review it and provide feedback.   
 

L.Dooley asked how we will connect with the senior community members who may not have access to 
the technology survey.   Paper copies, or possibly going to senior center with laptops to assist them in 
completing the survey is an option.  C.Lent suggested providing copies at the budget meeting.   

 
IX. Correspondence/Communications  

• Horace W. Porter School Enrollment Update – L. Fearon reviewed the current school enrollment. 
 

X. Board of Education Upcoming Meetings 

 Future Meeting Dates:   
o  March 15, 2017 – Board of Selectmen and BOE Budget Presentations, 7:00 p.m. Yeoman’s Hall  
o March 22, 2017 – FiPAC Budget Workshop, 7:00 p.m., Adella Urban Conference Room 
o March 29, 2017 – FiPAC Budget Workshop, 7:00 p.m., Adella Urban Conference Room 
o April 3, 2017, - Policy Subcommittee Meeting, 6:30 LMC Conference Room 
o April 3, 2017 - Regular Board of Education Meeting 7:30 p.m., H.W. P. Cafeteria 
o April 19, 2017 – Budget Public Hearing, 7:00 p.m., Yeoman’s Hall 

 
XI. Superintendent’s Report 

 Update on Joint BOE/Town Maintenance Facility – L. Fearon updated the Board on the Joint BoE/Town 
Maintenance Facility.  Representatives have been working with the town on design work to convert the 
old fire house to be a maintenance facility for the town and school facility managers.  A meeting with 
architects was held today to discuss options.  The parking lot is being reviewed to see if we can develop a 
better traffic flow pattern for parents and bus drop offs.  This would be a long range joint capital plan. 

 

 Future Needs Survey and Meetings Schedule – See earlier discussion 
 

XI. Future Regular and Subcommittee Agenda Items (Tentative) 
a)     Budget 2017-2018 

 
XII. Columbia Board of Education Member Remarks 

L. Napolitano commented on her recent visit to RHAM Middle School.   
 
C.Lent commented that he is pleased with how the Town and the School are working together on facility 
projects. 

 
C. Adjournment 

Lisa Napolitano MOVED, James Chakulski SECONDED to adjourn the meeting at 9: 05 p.m. 
 
MOTION CARRIES:  4:0. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Christopher Lent,  
Chairman 


