
   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 – Immediately Following Special Town Meeting 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Robert Hellstrom, Deputy 

Selectman; William O’Brien Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; Judy Ortiz, 

Selectman.  

 

Also Present: Mark Walter, Town Administrator 

 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to add to the Agenda 

under Town Administrators Report 9.7, Proclamation for Karl Then. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda as 

Amended. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 BOS Meeting Minutes for January 7, 2020. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the Minutes for January 7, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 Discussion regarding which Town Departments should be invited to 

review their respective budgets at the next BOS Budget Workshops on 

2/4/20, 2/11/20 & 2/18/20 (tentative). S. Everett stated we will schedule 2 

or 3 departments to present their budgets at each meeting. He stated that 

we will keep the BOS updated on when those departments will present. He 

stated that tentatively the BOS may have a meeting on 2/11/20. 

 

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

7.1 Application of Chris and Lynn Connaughty for replacement of a dock 

at 36 Erdoni Rd. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the application to Chris 

and Lynn Connaughty at 36 Erdoni Rd. upon the recommendations set 

forth by LMAC; subject to necessary approvals by Inland Wetlands and 

Watercourses Commission and obtaining building permits. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

7.2 Application of Stephen and Louise Cooke for the replacement of a 

dock at 112 Route 87. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the application 

to Stephen and Louise Cooke at 112 Route 87 upon the recommendations 

set forth by LMAC; subject to necessary approvals by Inland Wetlands 

and Watercourses Commission and obtaining building permits. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

7.3 Application of Robert Sullivan to replace an existing stone seawall 

and two existing wooden docks at 7 Nuhfer Dr. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the application to Robert Sullivan at 7 Nuhfer Dr. upon the 

recommendations set forth by LMAC; subject to necessary approvals by 



   

Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission and obtaining building 

permits. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:  

8.1 Approval to Appoint Jack Dooley to the Youth Services Committee. 

W. O’Brien stated he is pleased that Jack Dooley will be joining the Youth 

Services Committee and asked the BOS to approve his application W. 

O’Brien MOVED to Appoint Jack Dooley to the Youth Services 

Committee. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 Social Worker Update. M. Walter stated that he has been working with 

Bernadette Derring, Senior Center Director on a job description for a 

social worker. He stated that he that he met with the Hunger Action Team 

and Teresa Giordano, Executive of AHM and he was told that 

Marlborough has the same interest in hiring a social worker. He said that 

he and B. Derring will be meeting with AHM and Marlborough to discuss 

having a social worker employed under AHM that would service both 

Columbia and Marlborough. L. Napolitano asked if we could contract with 

an independent social worker. S. Everett stated that this is something we 

are looking into as well.  

9.2 Solar Analysis Update. M. Walter stated he is working with Adam Teff 

of Greenskies on the solar analysis and ran the software product that looks 

at the lifetime production of the solar panels. The graph indicates the 

lifetime kWh production from the arrays. The cost of the solar on the town 

buildings has been $0 because those arrays were purchased with a grant. 

The school’s arrays have only been on for about a year, with a savings of 

$14,080.50. He stated that the school is showing a savings of over 50% a 

year. He stated that he will continue to monitor the solar analysis. 

9.3 Rec Park Update. M. Walter said there has been a lot of progress on the 

road in Rec Park and it is half-way done. He stated that Public Works has 

used some of the stones to help build a stonewall to help reduce cost for 

guard rails. 

9.4 Jacob Osborne Transfer Station Attendant. M. Walter notified the BOS 

of 3 new part-time employees. 

9.5 Nicole Morey Recreation Department Assistant. 

9.6 Stephen Pulaski Part-time Plow Driver. 

9.7 Proclamation for Karl Then. S. Everett stated that LMAC had asked the 

BOS to sign a Proclamation of enduring gratitude for Karl Then. He said 

that Karl loved Columbia and loved the lake. S. Everett MOVED that we 

have a proclamation of enduring gratitude to present to his family at a later 

date. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 CT State Trooper Monthly Report for December 2019. 

10.2 Article in Journal Inquirer “100th foundation fixed; new applications 

accepted beginning Monday.” 

10.3 Article in The Chronicle “Senior center expands van service.” 

10.4 Article in The Chronicle “Tourism district looks for town reps.” 

 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers: None. 



   

11.2 Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to refund 32.32 to Ryan Duffy. 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$32.32 TOWN OF 

COLUMBIA 

RYAN J. DUFFY 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $56,438.74, consisting of 2019-2020 

Emergency, 2019-2020 Regular, Credit Card and Paychex. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

13. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

 

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien asked where we were at 

with the dedication to Lou Scotti in the Annual Report. J. LaVoie stated 

that the draft is being prepared and will be ready for final edits shortly. L. 

Napolitano asked that the Agenda and supporting documents be sent to 

BOS at least 24 hours before the meeting. 

 

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to Adjourn at 7:36 pm. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 



   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, January 7, 2020 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

 

 

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Robert Hellstrom, Deputy 

Selectman; William O’Brien Selectman (arrived at 7:04); Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; 

Judy Ortiz, Selectman.  

 

Also Present: Mark Walter, Town Administrator 

 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda 

for January 7, 2020. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 BOS Meeting Minutes for November 19, 2019. S. Everett rescinded his 

motion. The November 19, 2019 Meeting Minutes were already approved 

on the December 18th BOS meeting. 

3.2 BOS Special Meeting Minutes for December 18, 2019. S. Everett 

MOVED to Approve the Minutes for December 18, 2019. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0. 

 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: Paul Kubala, 37 Lake Rd. stated that he is 

in favor of the veteran’s exemptions; however, he cautioned that the Town 

should make sure the person is disabled. S. Everett stated that the Armed 

Services Board determines disability. Paul Kubala asked what 

qualifications the Building and Land Use Administrative Assistant has, 

and did she go through some training on the job.  

 

5. OLD BUSINESS:  

5.1 Discussion Regarding Veterans Exemption Options. S. Everett opened 

up the discussion to the BOS. J. Ortiz stated that there are different 

reasons people are disabled and she asks that we look at the exemptions at 

its merit. S. Everett stated that Veterans Administration Board declares the 

level of disability for veterans and that we will go by those guidelines. He 

stated that the Town does not qualify the level of the disability and that if 

a veteran applies for an exemption, they will have to bring the supporting 

documentation from the Veterans Administration Board. W. O’Brien 

stated that in the last meeting S. Everett seemed to have some reservations 

regarding 100% disability. S. Everett said that his reservations were to 

look deeper at that line item exemption that provided up to 3 times the 

current veterans exemption. He stated he would not recommend 3 times 

the exemption.  

 

Discussion ensued on the following specific exemptions:  

• 12-81f - Local Exemption off property exemption of up to 25,000 

and Surviving Spouse: S. Everett recommends setting the level at 

$20,000 off the assessed value. He said that this is equal to what 

surrounding towns currently offer. Discussion ensued. R. Hellstrom 



   

MOVED to change the exemption to $20,000 for 12-81f. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

• 12-81h – Ordinance for tax exemption on motor vehicles 

equipped for disabled veterans. S. Everett explained that the Town 

currently provides an exemption for disabled residents and we would 

just be adding disabled veterans. S. Everett MOVED to accept 12-

81h for exemption on motor vehicles equipped for disabled veterans. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

• 12-8ii – Municipal option to provide exemption for parent or 

surviving spouse of person killed in action while performing 

active military duty. S. Everett MOVED to offer 12-8ii municipal 

option to provide exemption for parent or surviving spouse of person 

killed in action while performing active military duty at $25,000. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

• 12-81g (b) – Offers maximum of 3x’s the current veteran’s 

exemption for 100% disabled.  S. Everett MOVED to offer 12- 

81g(b) at the level at 1.5 times the current veteran’s exemption for 

100% disabled. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

5.2 Discussion Regarding Transfer Station Hours. S. Everett opened up the 

discussion regarding extending Wednesday’s Transfer Station hours by 

one hour. S. Everett stated that he spoke with the Department of Public 

Works Director and he was not in favor of doing this. S. Everett stated that 

we are considering adding a third person on Saturday on our busiest day. 

He said that the cost would be $3,000 up until June 30th.  

 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 Discussion and possible Approval on hiring an additional part-time 

Transfer Station employee. S. Everett MOVED to allow Department of 

Public Works bring on a third person on Saturdays. MOTION CARRIED 

5.0. 

 

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None. 

 

8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:  

8.1 Approval to Appoint Jeffrey Viens to FiPAC.  S. Everett MOVED to 

Appoint Jeffrey Viens to the Financial Planning & Allocation Committee. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. L. Napolitano stated that he was endorsed by 

the RTC and a letter will be forthcoming.  

8.2 Recommendation to Approve continued employment of the Building 

and Land Use Administrative Assistant, Terri Lasota having 

successfully completed the probationary period. M. Walter explained 

Terri was our Land Use Board Clerk for many years. He added that her 

experience provided the necessary training for the current position. He 

said that she was by far the most qualified and the recommended person 

by the employee’s in the department. He said that T. Lasota has met all her 

goals set during the 6 months’ probationary period and she has created a 

more efficient workflow system and he is very impressed with her work. 

S. Everett MOVED to Accept the Town Administrator’s Recommendation 

of Terri Lasota’s satisfactory completion of her probationary period 

resulting in full-time employment. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

8.3 Approval for modification of Park and Recreation job description to 

include the duties of the Gate Monitor and Marine Patrol Supervisor 



   

and salary adjustment. S. Everett shared the updated job description and 

asked that training be added to the job description. M. Walter explained he 

will be offering an increase of 2,000 in salary for the added 

responsibilities. W. O’Brien stated he has the utmost respect for Marc 

Volza but expressed his concern about having someone without a law 

enforcement background in this position. M. Walter stated he will work 

with Marc and the State Trooper on safety protocol. He said that Marine 

Patrol is about enforcing safety on the lake and only give out warnings. 

After two warnings the State Trooper is called. S. Everett stated that he 

will work with M. Walter on safety protocol. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the additional duties of the Gate Monitor and Marine Patrol 

Supervisor as amended and salary adjustment for the Park and Recreation 

Director. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

8.4 Appoint Steven Everett as the Eastern Regional Tourism District 

representative for Columbia with Mark Walter as his proxy. S. Everett 

explained that he was contacted 2 months ago to be a representative from 

Columbia for the Eastern Regional Tourism District, and he stated he 

would like to be appointed to the Eastern Regional Tourism District board. 

W. O’Brien MOVED to Appoint Steven Everett as the Eastern Regional 

Tourism District representative for Columbia with Mark Walter as his 

proxy. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 2019 Projects Year in Review. M. Walter shared the list of projects 

completed in 2019 with the BOS. M. Walter invited the BOS to the 

dedication to the new digital sign at the Horace Porter School on January 

24th at 4:00 pm. 

  

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 CT State Trooper Monthly Report for November 2019. 

10.2 Article in The Chronicle “Town say a year of progress.” 

10.3 Columbia Congregational United Church of Christ Food Panty Donation. 

 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers: None. 

11.2 Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Refunds totaling $254.14.  
AMOUNT FROM TO 

$33.87 TOWN OF COLUMBIA EDWARD BELLONE 

$220.27 TOWN OF COLUMBIA RAYMOND MILHOMME 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $185,504.35 consisting of 2019-2020 Emergency, 2019-

2020 Regular, SBL Grant Payment, Credit Card and Paychex. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 
 

13. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 
 

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien asked why the part-time 

social worker was not on this agenda. M. Walter stated that we are working with 

other agencies to gather more information. He said that the Senior Center Director 

is working on a job description. S. Everett stated that we are asking the school for 

input as well. M. Walter stated we will put this on the next agenda. 
 



   

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to Adjourn at 7:56 pm. MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 
 

 



LAKE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

January 15, 2020 

Mr. Steven M. Everett 
First Selectman 
323 Route 87, Yeoman’s Hall 
Columbia, CT  06237 
 
RE: Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia Lake 
 Chris and Lynn Connaughty, 36 Erdoni Road, Columbia, CT 
  
On January 6, 2020, James Blair of James Blair Landscaping and Design, representing Chris and Lynn Connaughty, 
36 Erdoni Road, Columbia, CT submitted an application for permit seeking to replace an existing wooden dock.  
 
Steve Harrington and I (on the behalf of the Lake Management Advisory Committee) reviewed the application and 
Mr. Harrington performed a site visit with Mr. Blair (the contractor) to review the proposed scope of work. The 
proposed work involves the re-building of an existing wooden dock. The existing dock measures 28’-4” long by 4’-
0” wide. The proposed dock will be the same size and in the same location as the exiting dock. 
 
According to the Standards for Granting Permission for the Construction of Structures on Columbia Lake (Lake 
Guidelines), the replacement of the existing dock in the same dimensions and in the same location is acceptable. 
 
After review, it is the recommendation of LMAC to the Board of Selectmen that this permit be approved with the 
following conditions: 

1. All work will be accomplished after Lake Drawdown beginning on November 1, 2019 and shall be 
completed prior to the lake re-filling on March 15, 2020. 

2. No machinery or power equipment will be allowed on the lake bed. 
3. No substantial materials will be placed on, added to or removed from the lakebed. 
4. The applicant will insure construction of the new dock will be of sound materials and shall not 

adversely affect the quality of the Lake water or aquatic life.  
5. Disturbance to the lakebed will be minimal. No grading or significant excavation shall be allowed. 
6. No electrical lights will be placed in the dock. 
7. The use of pressure treated lumber will adhere to the Lake Guidelines practices for such materials. 

 
Your consideration in this manner is appreciated. 
Respectfully Submitted; 
 

Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
 
Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
Chairman, Permit Application Sub-Committee 
Lake Management Advisory Committee 



 

James Blair Landscape and Design, LLC 

17 Columbia Landing 

Columbia, CT 06237 

 

 

Lake Management Advisory Commission 

Town of Columbia 

323 Route 87 

Columbia, CT 06237 

 

 

Dear Commission Members, 

 

I am writing today on behalf of Chris and Lynn Connaughty. They have hired me to 

rebuild their lake wall at 36 Erdoni Road, Columbia, which this commission and the 

Board of Selectmen have approved. As the project has advanced it has become clear that 

the existing dock is in disrepair. The Connaughty’s desire is to replace this existing 

structure “in kind”.  It is 4’x30’ and we will maintain the same footprint that exists 

presently. There will be four 6x6 posts set on concrete “feet” on the lake bed. The new 

dock would then be mounted onto the new wall. 

 

I will plan to make myself available at your next meeting on January 7, if that is 

acceptable. I would be more than willing to answer any questions that may arise from this 

application.  

 

Sincerely, 

James Blair 

James Blair Landscape and Design, LLC 

860-428-2916 

Jbland15@earthlink.net 







LAKE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

 

January 15, 2020 

Mr. Steven M. Everett 
First Selectman 
323 Route 87, Yeoman’s Hall 
Columbia, CT  06237 
 
RE: Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia Lake 
 Stephen and Louise Cooke, 112 Route 87 (Jonathan Trumbull Highway), Columbia, CT 
  
On January 3, 2020, Stephen and Louise Cooke, 112 Route 87 (Jonathan Trumbull Highway), Columbia, CT 
submitted an application for permit seeking to replace an existing wooden dock.  
 
Steve Harrington and I (on the behalf of the Lake Management Advisory Committee) reviewed the application and 
Mr. Harrington performed a site visit to review the proposed scope of work. The proposed work involves the 
replacement of an existing wooden dock with an aluminum dock. The proposed dock will be slightly smaller than 
the existing dock. The proposed dock will be 20’-0” long by 4’-0” with a 4’-0” “L” at the end of the dock. The 
proposed dock will be in the same location as the existing dock. There is no significant lake bed excavation 
anticipated.  
 
According to the Standards for Granting Permission for the Construction of Structures on Columbia Lake (Lake 
Guidelines), the replacement of the existing dock is acceptable. 
 
After review, it is the recommendation of LMAC to the Board of Selectmen that this permit be approved with the 
following conditions: 

1. All work will be accomplished after Lake Drawdown beginning on November 1, 2019 and shall be 
completed prior to the lake re-filling on March 15, 2020. 

2. No machinery or power equipment will be allowed on the lake bed. 
3. No substantial materials will be placed on, added to or removed from the lakebed. 
4. The applicant will insure construction of the dock will be of sound materials and shall not adversely 

affect the quality of the Lake water or aquatic life.  
5. Disturbance to the lakebed will be minimal. No grading or significant excavation shall be allowed. 
6. No electrical lights will be placed in the new dock. 

 
Your consideration in this manner is appreciated. 
Respectfully Submitted; 
 

Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
 
Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
Chairman, Permit Application Sub-Committee 
Lake Management Advisory Committee 













LAKE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

 

January 15, 2020 

Mr. Steven M. Everett 
First Selectman 
323 Route 87, Yeoman’s Hall 
Columbia, CT  06237 
 
RE: Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia Lake 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sullivan, 7 Nuhfer Drive, Columbia, CT 
  
On January 13, 2020, Mr. and Mr. Robert Sullivan of 7 Nuhfer Drive, Columbia, CT submitted an application for 
permit seeking to replace an existing stone seawall and two existing wooden docks.  
 
Steve Harrington and I (on the behalf of the Lake Management Advisory Committee) reviewed the application, 
Mr. Harrington performed a site visit and I spoke with Mr. Sullivan to review the proposed scope of work. The 
proposed work involves the re-building of approximately 75 feet of an existing stone seawall. The existing stone 
seawall will be re-built utilizing pre-cast concrete blocks. The new wall will be of similar configuration and in the 
same location as the prior stone seawall.  The new seawall will contain 6’-0” wide concrete stairs set into the wall 
in the same configuration and location as the existing stairs. There is no significant lake bed excavation 
anticipated. Two existing wooden docks measuring 24’-4” long by 3’-0” wide and 24’2” long by 6’-0” wide will be 
replaced by new wooden docks measuring 24’-0” long by 3’-0” wide and 24’-0” long by 6’-0” wide.  
 
According to the Standards for Granting Permission for the Construction of Structures on Columbia Lake (Lake 
Guidelines), the replacement of the stone seawall and two wooden docks is acceptable. 
 
After review, it is the recommendation of LMAC to the Board of Selectmen that this permit be approved with the 
following conditions: 

1. All work will be accomplished after Lake Drawdown beginning on November 1, 2019 and shall be 
completed prior to the lake re-filling on March 15, 2020. 

2. No machinery or power equipment will be allowed on the lake bed. 
3. No substantial materials will be placed on, added to or removed from the lakebed. 
4. The applicant will insure construction of the new seawall and docks will be of sound materials and 

shall not adversely affect the quality of the Lake water or aquatic life.  
5. Disturbance to the lakebed will be minimal. No grading or significant excavation shall be allowed. 
6. All Lake Guidelines will be met for the use of any pressure treated lumber. 
7. No electrical lights will be placed in the seawall or docks. 

 
Your consideration in this manner is appreciated. 
Respectfully Submitted; 
 

Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
 
Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
Chairman, Permit Application Sub-Committee 
Lake Management Advisory Committee 
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