SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Friday, January 22, 2016 – 7:30 am.
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT

Members Present: Deputy Selectman Steven Everett; Selectman William O’Brien; Selectman Robert Hellstrom; Selectman Robert Bogue.
Also Present: Town Administrator Natasha Nau; Chronicle reporter Corey Sipe.
CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:30 am. 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.                                
2. OLD BUSINESS:
2.1
Center School District Resolution: N. Nau explained to the BOS that this is the last opportunity to make any suggested comments/revisions, etc. This item will not be voted on at this morning’s meeting due to the fact that the BOE must approve this prior to BOS approval. This is on the BOE meeting agenda for February 1, 2016. W. O’Brien asked who has read and reviewed the resolution and is in agreement that it is ready for approval. N. Nau stated that the she reviewed the resolution along with the Town Planner and the attorney. All are in agreement with the language in the resolution. 

 The BOS also concurred that the resolution is all set to be approved at the February 2, 2016 BOS meeting. 
2.2
Columbia Congregational Church Boundary Agreement: N. Nau stated that this is the final opportunity to make any comments/revisions, etc. N. Nau pointed out items 5 and 6 that specifically address the easement language for the driveway and parking lot usage. N. Nau also pointed out that on the map there is a small area between the pavement line and the new proposed boundary line that needed to be discussed. She stated one option is to ask that the surveyor adjust the line to the curvature of the driveway or the attorney can add language into the easement in order to clarify. R. Hellstrom stated that it is extremely difficult to plot a curved line that would trace the line of the driveway in mapping software that surveyors use. N. Nau will have the attorney draft language to include in the easement section of the boundary agreement. S. Everett asked if the town plows the driveway and parking lot where the church patrons park. N. Nau confirmed that the Public Works Department does plow this area, but the church will be responsible for clearing the snow on the concrete ramp access. S. Everett asked if the town charges the church for said snow removal services. N. Nau replied no. S. Everett posed the question to the BOS, “should we charge the church for snow removal services even if it is only $1?” W. O’Brien questioned whether or not this is a separation of church and state issue, meaning that by charging for the snow removal services, would the town would be entering into a contract with the Church in order to avoid the grey area that offering the services for free would bring about. R. Hellstrom questioned whether or not we should be charging the church for said services. W. O’Brien would like N. Nau to ask the attorney whether or not this is a separation of church and state issue. N. Nau stated that she will follow up with the attorney regarding this question. Depending on the answer provided by the attorney, the BOS consensus was that they are in concurrence with the language in the agreement prior to any minor modifications that the church may request at their meeting, which is set to be scheduled sometime in February. S. Everett did not want to make it look as though the town is favoring the Congregational Church by providing free snow removal services. He asked if the existing entrance is the sole entrance to the church. The BOS stated yes. Discussion followed. Pending the approval of the church a town meeting will need to be scheduled at the end of February to vote and sign the final boundary agreement and to complete the town campus parcel consolidation.
3.
NEW BUSINESS:
3.1
Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) Authorized Resolution: N. Nau stated that the town applies for this grant annually to fund the salary of Jerry James, Emergency Management Director/Coordinator. W. O’Brien MOVED to authorize N. Nau to apply for the EMPG Grant. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
4.           BUDGET

4.1         Transfers:  R. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfers:
	AMOUNT/TRAN #
	FROM A/C, DESRIPTION
	TO A/C, DESCRIPTION

	$20/2016-012
	10-4132-130, Assessor Legal Notices
	10-4132-720, Assessor Professional Dues

	$30/2016-013
	10-4670-300, Rec Supplies
	10-4670-500, Rec Prof/Tech



              MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
4.2         Refunds: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the following refunds: 
	AMOUNT
	FROM
	TO

	$103.77
	Town of Columbia
	Hyundai Lease Titling 

	$136.73
	Town of Columbia
	Hyundai Lease Titling

	$195.50
	Town of Columbia
	Vault Trust 

	$167.66
	Town of Columbia
	Vault Trust



MOTION CARRIED 4:0.
5.           APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the payment of bills including regular and emergency bills, credit cards and paychex in the amount of $72,995. MOTION CARRIED 4:0.

S. Everett asked N. Nau if the Public Works crew is prepared for the snow storm predicted for the weekend. She stated yes. S. Everett asked if the BOS had any other comments. No further comments were made. 

6.           ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN at 7:53 am and the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting of the BOS is scheduled for Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
