
   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; William O’Brien (arrived at 7:03 

pm), Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; Jeff Viens. 

 

Members Absent: Deputy Selectman, Robert Hellstrom. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda for 

November 19, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for November 12, 2019. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for November 12, 2019. MOTION 

CARRIED 3.0. L. Napolitano stated that she would like to add that her point of 

her comments regarding U.S. Debt and CT’s Fiscal Health was that we should be 

careful when taking grant money from the US Government due to the degree of 

debt. 

 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS:  

5.1 Dedication Annual Report. S. Everett MOVED to honor Lou Scotti and 

dedicate the Annual Report to him. MOTION CARRIED 4.0 

5.2 Continued Discussion on Medical Car. S. Everett discussed scheduling 

options for the van that would include medical transportation and wellness 

trips. He stated that we could try using a new schedule to accommodate 

the various uses of the van before financing a new car and an additional 

driver. W. O’Brien stated that the original intention for the van was not for 

medical transport and he has concerns that there is wear-and-tear on the 

van with the use of medical rides. W. O’Brien stated that he was not 

opposed to a temporary fix by adding more hours. He also asked if the 

town could look into getting funds for the medical car through a grant or a 

donation/sponsorship by a local car dealership.  J. Ortiz stated that if a 

resident is on Medicaid, they will pay for a cab. She stated that the BOS 

should be aware of all the options. J. Viens stated he would be in favor of 

expanding the hours but would be leery about buying another car. S. 

Everett stated that we have asked B. Derring to look into a Social Worker 

to help not just the seniors but other residents. L. Napolitano asked if the 

town has looked into a mobile trailer park for seniors. S. Everett stated 

that this discussion will continue to the next BOS meeting on December 3, 

2019. 

 

 

 



   

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 Approval of Budget Schedule for FY 2020-21. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the Budget Schedule for FY 2020-21. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

6.2 Set and Discuss Tri-Board Meeting on 12/18/19 at 7:00 pm. 

6.3 Ordinance to Repeal Ordinance 23-1, Art. III, Justice of the Peace.  

6.4 Ordinance to Repeal Ordinance 4-1, Art. II, Canvassers.  

6.5 Ordinance to Repeal Ordinance 15-1, Art. I, Abandoned 

Refrigerators.  

6.6 Ordinance to Repeal Ordinance 9-1, Art. I, Library Planning 

Commission.  

S. Everett MOVED to Repeal Ordinance 23-1, 4-1, 15-1 and 9-1. 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

6.7 Signage at Rec Park, Transfer Station and Roadway Signage.  S. 

Everett stated that the DPW Director and Rec Director have asked for 

permission to place signage at Rec. Park stating that there are to be no pets 

allowed on athletic fields.  

S. Everett stated that fines will be levied against the town if we don’t 

comply with recycling mandates. To help residents with what’s recyclable 

and where it should go at the Transfer Station, we will be putting up more 

signage at the Transfer Station to help residents. S. Everett stated on 

Macht Rd. there is a problem with speeding and people using the road as a 

thru-way to the Transfer Station. He said that we are looking into different 

options for signage to help with this problem. S. Everett stated we are also 

looking at installing larger stop signs at 66 and 87 and at other major 

intersections. S. Everett MOVED to add signage at Rec Park, “No 

Animals Allowed on Athletic Fields.” MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

 

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

7.1 Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia 

Lake: Henry Beck, 41 Sleepy Hollow Road. W. O’Brien MOVED to 

Approve the application as set forth by the LMAC Committee with the 

listed conditions. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

7.2 Distribute Overview of Changes Recommended for Standard 

Guidelines for Construction and Maintenance of Structures and 

Shoreline on Columbia Lake. S. Everett stated that there is a 2-page 

summary of the changes to the standard guidelines as well as the 

completed guidelines with the changes. S. Everett asked that the BOS take 

this information and read through it. L. Napolitano asked how the people 

who will be most affected be made aware of the changes. J. Viens stated 

that these are guidelines and that these guidelines can be changed. W. 

O’Brien stated that most importantly it should be fair, and he felt that it 

would be a good idea to have a Public Hearing. S. Everett stated that a 

continued discussion will be at the next BOS meeting on December 3rd 



   

and the BOS will decide next steps. Mary Roickle of 34 Erdoni Rd. stated 

that the Columbia Lake Association (CLA) Board has reviewed the 

changes and have blessed the guidelines. She stated that there will be 

occasional issues and the Board would take into consideration those 

issues. She stated that we don’t want to see the lake shrink by adding more 

buoys. She also stated that CLA is recommending no additional buoys and 

that in the guidelines there are no enforcement clauses.  

8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:  

8.1 Resignation of Gary King from the Szegda Farm Management 

Committee. J. Viens MOVED to Accept the Resignation of Gary King 

from the Szegda Farm Management Committee. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

8.2 Appointment for Antonio Tigeleiro to the Recreation Commission. S. 

Everett MOVED to Appoint Antonio Tigeleiro to the Town Recreation 

Commission. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 CIRMA Update. M. Walter stated that CIRMA has had an incredible 

financial year. Net earned Premium is at $79.1M, down 6%; Investment 

Income is at $11.2M, up 10%; Total Revenue is at $89.8M, a decrease of 

4.5%; Loss and Expense is at $44.6M, a decrease of 22%; Net Income is 

at $35.8M, up 30%; Total Assets is at $402M, and has grown by $8.2M 

from prior year; Members’ Equity is at $177M up $88.4M over the last 5 

years; and Members’ Equity Distribution is at $5M, nearly $30M over the 

last 9 years. M. Walter stated that we have received a member equity 

distribution for the 9th year. M. Walter said that he attended a recent safety 

meeting and that CIRMA is analyzing safety in all aspects of the town. He 

stated that cybercrimes are up and that the employees will be going to 

training. He said that we are having Novus Insight; our IT Consultant go 

over our IT security. CIRMA is at 98% retention.  

M. Walter stated that at a recent CCM meeting the biggest problem that 

the State currently has is unfunded pensions. 

M. Walter stated that the Trust for Public Land (TPL) has been approved 

for the Community Match Fund program through Sustainable CT. The 

Community Match Fund is a new program that provides matching funds to 

support sustainability projects in Sustainable CT-registered towns. TPL is 

leading the efforts to expand Mono Pond State Park. TPL is looking for 

funding to cover the costs of surveys, appraisals, environmental, and title 

& closing costs for the 99-acre property purchase. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 CT State Police Monthly Report for October 2019. 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers: None 

11.2 Refunds: None 

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve 

payment of bills totaling $64,637.01, consisting of 2019/2020 Emergency, 

2019/2020 Regular, Bond ‘01 Interest Payment, Credit Card, Paychex. 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 



   

13. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

 

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: S. Everett welcomed Judy Ortiz to 

the Board of Selectman. S. Everett expressed his appreciation for J. Vien’s  

guidance on all the boards and that Jeff has always done what’s right for 

the Town of Columbia and will be missed. W. O’Brien expressed his 

appreciation for J. Viens ability to drill down on issues and he has been 

very helpful. J. Viens thanked the BOS for having him on the board. 

 

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

15.1 Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation 

per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statues 

Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN at 8:05 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 



   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Deputy Selectman, Robert 

Hellstrom; William O’Brien, Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; Jeff Viens. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter, Senior Center Director, Bernadette 

Derring. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Agenda for November 12, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for October 15, 2019. S. 

Everett MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for 

October 15, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: No comments. 

5. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 Discussion of Medical Car. S. Everett stated that there was a request for 

the town to think about a second vehicle for medical appointments. B. 

Derring presented her proposal for a medical car.  

J. Viens asked if we got a second driver would that reduce the denied 

rides. B. Derring said with a medical car we would be able to use the van 

for wellness trips, as originally intended.  

S. Everett asked how many denials were for a medical appointments’ out 

of the 216 rides that were denied over the last 3 months.  B. Derring 

explained that she did not have specifics, but that medical rides takes 

precedent.  

B. Derring explained that the proposal is for an additional driver and an 

additional 10 hours for the current driver. She said that this would be in 

increase of $21,965.00. B. Derring explained that the price for the 

medical car (2019 Ford Escape) would be $24,000. B. Derring stated that 

price of the vehicle includes liability insurance. B. Derring explained that 

the proposal also includes a request for additional 21 hours for the 

Dispatcher. 

L. Napolitano asked if we would look into volunteer drivers. B. Derring 

stated she would look into volunteer drivers. 

 



   

Margaret Ewald, a member of CONA stated that it does not make sense 

to use a multi-seat vehicle for long distance medical rides. She added that 

Dial -a- ride is fortunate to have volunteers, but with the economy people 

don’t have the money to volunteer.  

S. Everett stated that we have looked at sharing calendars with other 

towns to combine medical rides. He said that Lebanon and Andover 

initially were interested, but that it will be challenging to coordinate. He 

stated that we need to continue to look at that option.  

R. Hellstrom asked if we could make a common time for doctor 

appointments so that residents could schedule their appointments during 

those times.  

J. Viens asked how much in donations do we get a month. B. Derring 

stated that last month we received $340.00 in donations. She explained 

that on average it’s closer to $250.00 per month. 

B. Derring explained that the purpose of the Senior Van was for social 

wellness. Getting residents out of the house, to the Senior Center and for 

some medical appointments, but they have found out that there are more 

needs for medical rides.  

W. O’Brien asked if there are any social services that could provide rides 

for medical appointments. B. Derring said she would look into that.  

S. Everett asked that the BOS gather their questions and we will compile 

them and send those questions to B. Derring for the discussions to 

continue.  

6.2 Street Signage:  

• Hearing Impaired Persons (92 Lake Rd.). S. Everett MOVED 

to authorize the Town Administrator to purchase and install a 

hearing-impaired person sign at 92 Lake Road. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0.   

• No Parking (Oakwood Lane). S. Everett asked to table this issue 

and to look into this further before making a decision. 

6.3 Street Lighting: 

• Adding a Street Light at Edgarton & Rte 6. S. Everett 

MOVED  to allow the Town Administrator and ConnDOT to put 

up a light at Edgarton and Rte 6. MOTION CARRIED 5.0 

• Removal of a Streetlight at Strickland (138 & 140) and Rte. 6. 

S. Everett MOVED to Authorize the Town Administrator to 

review the streetlight on Strickland and authorize Eversource and 

DOT to remove and move the streetlight. MOTION CARRIED 

5.0. 

6.4 Street Address Cardinal Directions (North, South, East & West). S. 

Everett stated that the cardinal directions north south and west have been 

causing problems with Fire Department and the Post Office. S. Everett 

MOVED to remove all cardinal directions on all state roads, except for 

Rte. 66-E. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

6.5 Request from Joan Hill to Examine the property located below 

Columbia Lake and East of Route 87. J. Hill explained that she wanted 



   

to remove the post-Civil War material that has been dumped on the 

surface of the site and do a series of small "shovel" test pits. J. Hill 

explained that the site itself is convenient in terms of parking. S. Everett 

stated it looks dangerous. J. Hill explained that the site is close to the road 

and there are no water issues. S. Everett asked when did Joan want to 

perform the dig. J. Hill stated that she would like to do this before the 

ground freezes.   

M. Walter stated that a waiver must be signed by all the participants. M. 

Walter asked if the State Archeologist would be involved. J. Hill replied 

that she would be happy to ask the State Archeologist for help. 

W. O’Brien MOVED to Grant Joan Hill’s Request to Examine the 

Property Located Below Columbia Lake and East of Route 87. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

6.6 Memorandum of Agreement for DEMHS Region 4 Homeland 

Security Grant Program. S. Everett MOVED to Adopt the Homeland 

Security Grant Program as presented. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

6.7 Dedication for Annual Report. W. O’Brien stated that he would like the 

BOS to consider Lou Scotti. Lou Scotti served as Selectman for many 

years and on the Columbia Volunteer Fire Department. S. Everett asked 

for BOS to think about this and come back at next meeting for any other 

considerations. 

6.8 Approval of BOS 2020 Meeting Times. S. Everett MOVED to Approve 

BOS 2020 Meeting times. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

7.1 Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia 

Lake: Mary Roickle & Martha Carter 34 Erdoni Rd. J. Viens 

MOVED to Approve the application to repair boat lift for 34 Erdoni Rd. 

upon the recommendations set forth by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 

5.0. 

7.2 Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia 

Lake: Rick Nassiff & Sonia Digiacomo, 11 Webster Lane. J. Viens 

MOVED to Approve the application to repair a dock for 11 Webster Lane 

upon the recommendations set forth by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 

5.0. 

 

8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

8.1 Appointment of Alyssa Gwinnell to the Town Safety Committee.  S. 

Everett MOVED to Appoint Alyssa Gwinnell to Town Safety 

Committee. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

8.2 Appointment of Steve Piro to the Recreation Commission. S. Everett 

MOVED to Appoint Steve Piro to the Recreations Commission. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

8.3 Appointment of Brian Pedersen to the Recreation Commission. S. 

Everett MOVED to Appoint Brian Pedersen to the Recreation 

Commission. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 



   

8.4 Appointment of Nikki Keldsen to the Recreation Commission. S. 

Everett MOVED to Appoint Nikki Keldsen to the Recreation 

Commission. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 Lions Club Tree Lighting Sunday, December 1, 2019.  

9.2 Options for the “Welcome to Columbia Lake Beach” sign. M. Walter 

presented the two options for the “Welcome to Columbia Lake Beach” 

sign. The BOS consensus is to explore other options. L. Napolitano 

suggested an artist’s hand-drawing of the lake.  

9.3 Summary of Approved P&ZC Regulation Changes. M. Walter 

provided information on the updates to the zoning regulations.  

9.4 Update on Application for Phragmites on Columbia Lake. M. Walter 

explained that we were unable to get a permit in enough time from 

CTDEEP for final treatment of Phragmites before the first hard frost. He 

explained that we will be working with Solitude on scheduling the next 

treatment.  

9.5 Request from Joan Hill for an archaeologist to assess the site by the 

Hop River Bridge. M. Walter explained Columbia and Coventry are 

working on the bridge and has received a federal bridge grant. S. Everett 

stated that the Town of Columbia does not own any of the land to allow J. 

Hill to perform a dig. J Hill said that she is not proposing to do any 

digging there. The property belongs a private citizen and that she was 

asking the Town to reach out to the designers of the bridge to make them 

aware of the historical significance of that area. J. Hill also stated that this 

would be a perfect opportunity to propose more parking, perhaps a kayak 

launch ramp, or a viewing area. M. Walter stated that he will reach out to 

the designers  

9.6 Farmers Market Meeting on Monday, 11/18/19 at 6:45pm at the 

Saxton B. Little Library. 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 EHHD Programs and Services. 

10.2 Town of Columbia Holiday Party Invitation. 

10.3 State Policy Monthly Report for September 2019. 

10.4 Letter Regarding Transition of Services Completed for Empower 

Retirement. 

10.5 Town Administrators Monthly Newsletter. 

10.6 Article on “Raised Ranch damaged by Fire in Columbia”. 

10.7 Article on “Hundreds of Acres to be Preserved in Eastern Conn”. 

 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the transfer of $23.00 from 

Misc. Service/Chgs to the Professional Dues.  



   

MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

 

11.2 Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Refunds totaling 

$2,966.42. 

 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$67.31 TOWN OF COLUMBIA HYUNDAI LEASE 

$92.83 TOWN OF COLUMBIA SHELLEY D. CONANT 

$165.42 TOWN OF COLUMBIA DREW M. GUILD 

$397.71 TOWN OF COLUMBIA HYUNDAI LEASE 

$286.55 TOWN OF COLUMBIA TOYOTA LEASE 

$1,951.91 TOWN OF COLUMBIA DENNIS RILEY 

MOTION  CARRIED 5.0. 

 

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve 

payment of bills totaling $163,201.99, consisting of 2019/2020 

Emergency, 2019/2020 Regular, Credit Card, Paychex. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

13. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien reminded the BOS that 

there will be a presentation on vaping in Yeomans Hall on November 

13th. L. Napolitano shared an article on Connecticut’s fiscal health and 

the US Debt Clock chart. S. Everett said the “Ask the Selectman” 

meetings are going well. He stated that at the recent PTO meeting that he 

attended, several issues were brought to his attention regarding road 

safety including speeding on the roads, the request for larger stop signs 

and the cutting of vegetation on the roads to ensure safety site lines.   

 

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

16. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN at 8:40 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

2020-011/$23.00 

10-4112-550/Misc Service 

Charges 

10-4112-

720/Professional Dues 



Annual Report Dedication  

2018-19 Dean Toepfer 

2016-17 Astrid Belanger 

2015-16 Town Employees 

2014-15 Marjorie F. Grant and Henry M. Beck, Sr. 

2013-14 Samuel Kassman 

2012-13 Albert B. Gray 

2011-12 Phyllis Starkel 

2010-11 Volunteers of Columbia 

2009-10 Fred B. Gifford and William M. Walsh, Jr. 

2008-09 Adella Urban 

2007-08 Erminia Lowman 

2006-07 Columbia Lions Club District 23-C 

2005-06 Columbia Agriculture Committee 

2004-05 Peter Naumec 

2003-04 Columbia Bicentennial Committee 

2002-03 Columbia Volunteer Fire Department 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Calendar of Columbia FY 20-21 Budget Process 
 

Date Time Process 

12/09/19 N/A Budget Forms available to Department Heads and Board Chairs 

12/18/19 7 pm Tri-Board Meeting between  FiPAC, BOE & BOS 

01/03/20 4pm Deadline for Budget submittals on line by Department Heads 

and Board Chairs 

01/03/20-1/24/20 N/A Town Administrator meets with Dept Heads and develops Budget 

02/03/20 4pm Town Administrator delivers budget to BOS 

02/04/20 7 pm BOS Regular Meeting – with Budget Workshop (tentative) 

02/11/20 7 pm BOS Special Meeting – with Budget Workshop 

02/18/20 7pm BOS Regular Meeting - with Budget Workshop 

03/03/20 4pm Superintendent and TA deliver Budgets to FiPAC 

03/15/20 4pm Per Charter, last day for BOS & BOE to deliver budgets to FiPAC 

03/18/20 7pm FiPAC Special Meeting – Budget presentations by Super & TA 

03/25/20 7pm FiPAC Special Meeting – with Budget Workshop 

04/01/20 7pm FiPAC Special Meeting – with Budget Workshop 

04/08/20 7 pm FiPAC Special Meeting – with Budget Workshop (tentative) 

04/10/20 4pm Legal Notice for 4/22/20 Public Hearing is posted & published.  

Budget document made available on Website, Town Clerk and 

Library 

04/22/20 7pm Public Hearing on budget with FiPAC Special Meeting to follow 

04/30/20 4pm Deadline to advertise legal notice and public notice for Budget 

Meeting 

05/12/20 7pm Annual Town Budget Meeting (called by BOS). Per charter must 

be held between 2nd Tues of May and 1st. Tues of June 

 
 

 

  TOWN OF COLUMBIA 
323 Jonathan Trumbull Highway, Columbia, CT 06237 

(860) 228-0110 FAX: (860) 228-1952 
 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 





 

 

Re: Pets on Athletic Fields 

George and I are requesting permission to place signage at Rec. Park stating there are to be no 

pets allowed on athletic fields. We are also requesting the ability to place locks on the new 

softball field gates until the field is completed and grass is fully grown. There have been many 

paw prints on the field and we fear the grass will be torn up by animals going on it at this stage. 

The BOS could also discuss if this needs to be a Town Ordinance and/or if fines should be 

associated with pets on athletic fields.  

 
 
 
 
Respectfully  
 
 
Marc Volza 

Director of Parks and Recreation 

 

TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

323 Jonathan Trumbull Highway, Columbia, CT 06237 

(860) 228-0110 FAX: (860) 228-1952 

Office of Parks and Recreation 



LAKE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

November 8, 2019 

Mr. Steven M. Everett 
First Selectman 
323 Route 87, Yeoman’s Hall 
Columbia, CT  06237 
 
RE: Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia Lake 
 Henry N. Beck, 41 Sleepy Hollow Road, Columbia, CT 
  
On November 6, 2019, Henry N. Beck, 41 Sleepy Hollow Road, Columbia, CT submitted an application for permit 
seeking to clean and reseal an existing wooden dock and to repoint portions of his existing stone seawall.  
 
Karl Then, Steve Harrington and I (on the behalf of the Lake Management Advisory Committee) reviewed the 
application. The proposed work involves the cleaning (power washing) and sealing of the existing wood dock. The 
existing dock configuration and size will remain the same. The re-pointing of portions of the seawall is also 
planned. Tarps shall be placed on the lake bed for protection during the application of the sealer and the re-
pointing process. There is no significant lake bed excavation anticipated. No significant work will be required on 
the lake bed. 
 
According to the Standards for Granting Permission for the Construction of Structures on Columbia Lake (Lake 
Guidelines), the repairs to the existing concrete dock are acceptable. 
 
After review, it is the recommendation of LMAC to the Board of Selectmen that this permit be approved with the 
following conditions: 

1. All work will be accomplished after Lake Drawdown beginning on November 1, 2019 and shall be 
completed prior to the lake re-filling on March 15, 2020. 

2. No machinery or power equipment will be allowed on the lake bed. 
3. No substantial materials will be placed on, added to or removed from the lakebed. 
4. The applicant will insure the sealing of the existing wooden dock and the re-pointing of the exiting 

stone seawall will be of sound materials and shall not adversely affect the quality of the Lake water or 
aquatic life. Guidelines for the use of pressure treated lumber shall be met. 

5. Disturbance to the lakebed will be minimal. No grading or significant excavation shall be allowed. 
6. No electrical lights will be placed in the dock or in the seawall. 

 
Your consideration in this manner is appreciated. 
Respectfully Submitted; 
 

Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
 
Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
Chairman, Permit Application Sub-Committee 
Lake Management Advisory Committee 





MEMORANDUM 

TO: Columbia Board of Selectmen 

FROM: Columbia Lake Management Advisory Committee 

DATE: October 9, 2019 

RE: Overview of Changes Recommended for Standard Guidelines for 
Construction and Maintenance of Structures and Shoreline on Columbia 
Lake 

Introduction. 

The Lake Management Advisory Committee ("LMAC") has spent more than a year 
reviewing and updating the above Guidelines (the "Guidelines"). The initial reasons for 
this project were: 

1. To add watercraft lift guidelines. 

2. To conform the Guidelines to current practices of Town Administrator, LMAC, 
and Board of Selectmen for processing of applications. 

3. To add clarity through better definitions, some reorganization and appropriate 
rephrasing of existing Guidelines. 

In general, LMAC believes that the attached amended and restated Guidelines 
contain about 10 principal additions or changes. They are identified below. 

Principal Additions and Changes. 

1. Clarified definitions now grouped in Section I. 

2. General reorganization and rephrasing of prior text where merited or helpful. 

3. Addition of watercraft life guidelines. See principally Section IV. 

4. Documentation of current application process. See principally Section IX. 

5. Provision of guidance on the status of grandfathered structures and conditions. 
See Section VIII. 
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6. Codification of current practices regarding consideration to be given to abutting 
property owners and inclusion of abutting property owner's right to notice if a 
variance is sought. See principally Section VII. 

7. Codification and clarification of current practices regarding emergency repairs. 
See principally Section IX(e). 

8. Improvement of guidance regarding lakebed rocks and sand and shoreline 
sand. See Sections lI(h) and (i) and Section VI(k). 

9. Allowance for the installation of electricity on docks, with appropriate code 
compliance, for use to power lifts, charge electric motors, etc. 

10. Substitution of identification of raft owner name and address for prior raft 
numbering system. See Section VO). 

11. Limitation of Town liability exposure by disclaiming any responsibility for the 
safety or legally compliant status of any design or installation of a structure or 
of any maintenance undertaking covered by the Guidelines. See Section lI(r). 

Conclusion and Recommendation. 

LMAC believes that the attached amended and restated Guidelines provide improved 
standards addressing the construction and maintenance of structures and shoreline on 
the lake. They continue to guard against over development. Past ambiguities have been 
removed by clarification. Their reorganization to group lake guidelines together in better 
fashion will promote ease of use. 

LMAC wishes to remined the Board of Selectmen that the Guidelines remain just 
guidelines and may continue to be able to be modified or waived when merited by the 
Board of Selectmen. See Section lI(n). 

LMAC recommends that the Board of Selectmen adopt the amended and restated 
Guidelines in the form attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Columbia Lake Management Advisory Committee 
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