
  

 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, April 4, 2017 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT  

Members Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Deputy Selectman Steven Everett; Selectman William 

O’Brien; Selectman Robert Hellstrom; Selectman Robert Bogue. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator Mark Walter; Ann Dunnack; Michael Lester. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: C. Vance called the meeting to order at 7:53 pm. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. MINUTES: BOS Regular Meeting Minutes of March 21, 2017 and Special Meeting 

Minutes of March 27, 2017: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the BOS Regular Meeting 

Minutes of March 21, 2017 and the BOS Special Meeting Minutes of March 27, 2017. 

MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

 

3. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: A. Dunnack stated that some time ago, the BOS discussed 

proposing an ordinance to prevent fracking waste. She would like to know if this can be 

brought back up for discussion. She feels it is very important to create an ordinance to 

prevent fracking in Columbia and stated that other towns are beginning to enforce this. 

She stated that she thought she recalled the BOS planned to see what the state was doing 

about this issue. S. Everett said that the BOS did not say that they were going to rely on 

the state. C. Vance said that this item will be placed on an upcoming BOS agenda for 

further discussion.  

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 

4.1 Establish Town Meeting for Oberlander Property: C. Vance MOVED to schedule a 

Town Meeting on June 1. 2017 at 7 pm in Yeomans Hall for the following item: 

 CLAUSE: To approve the purchase of the Oberlander Property as Open Space in the 

amount of $105,000 from the Land Acquisition Fund.  MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

4.2 Amended Ordinance #6-4: W. O’Brien stated that he has an issue with Section 2.4 

entitled, “Launching of Watercraft from Private Property or Other Town Property” of the 

proposed amendments to the ordinance. He stated that he feels as though this portion of 

the amendments makes it sound that if someone is not a property owner on the lake they 

are treated with a lesser standard. C. Vance stated that the first time anyone goes to 

launch a watercraft, they will receive inspections. She feels that everyone will be 

inspected equally and that this will encourage people to get involved. S. Everett feels that 

the BOS can take a look into the schedule and discuss the honor system that was 

mentioned at the hearing, but he doesn’t know that they will be able to please everyone 

but will do what they can. R. Bogue thinks that the proposal should be approved as it is, 

then after some time, be revisited. H. Beck feels that the schedule and hours may be 

easily flexible, which could eliminate some of the concerns addressed this evening. 

Discussion followed. C. Vance MOVED to approve the amended ordinance as presented 

with the understanding that the BOS will continue to address the procedures as needed. 

MOTION CARRIED 4:0:1 with W. O’Brien abstaining.  

 

5. NEW BUSINESS: None. 

 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None. 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

7.1 Appointment of Camp Counselor: S. Everett MOVED to approve the appointment of 

Alison Cox as Camp Counselor for the April vacation camp that is being offered by the 

Rec Department. MOTION CARRIED 5:0. (This is a seasonal position with an hourly 

rate of pay of $10.10) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 

9.1 Drug Take Back Event flyer 

 

10.          BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: R. Bogue MOVED to approve the following transfers: 

AMOUNT / TRANSFER # FROM ACCOUNT # / 

DESCRIPTION 

TO ACCOUNT # / 

DESCRIPTION 

$250 / 2017-038 10-4130-770, ROV Prof/Tech 10-4130-770, ROV 

Transportation 

$200 / 2017-038 

TOTAL $450 

10-4130-520 / ROV Printing 10-4130-750, ROV 

Conf/Seminars 

$2,250 / 2017-039 10-4410-011 / DPW OT 

Salaries 

10-4410-610, DPW 

Bldgs/Grounds 

$1,200 / 2017-040 10-4112-040 / Admin Group 

insurance 

10-4116-230, Chapel 

electricity 

$300 / 2017-040 10-4112-040 / Admin Group 

insurance 

10-4117-230, History Place 

electricity 

$500 / 2017-040 10-4112-040 / Admin Group 

insurance 

10-4410-230, DPW Garage 

electricity 

$750 / 2017-040 

TOTAL $2,750 

10-4112-040 / Admin Group 

insurance 

10-4420-230, Transfer Station 

electricity 

$750 / 2017-041 10-4112-040 / Admin Group 

insurance 

10-4115-240, Old CVFD fuel 

$2,250 / 2017-042 10-4410-011 / DPW OT 

Salaries 

10-4410-610, DPW 

Bldgs/Grounds 

 MOTION CARRIED 5:0. 

10.2 Refunds: None.  

 

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: W. O’Brien MOVED to approve the payment of 

bills in the amount of $211,031.76 including regular bills, emergency bills, paychex and 

credit cards. MOTIO CARRIED 5:0. 

 

 12. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 

 

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

13.1 Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State 

Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A); None. 

   

14. ADJOURNMENT: C. Vance MOVED to ADJOURN at 8:42 pm and the MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 18, 

2017 at 7 pm.  

 

 Respectfully submitted by Kimberly A. Bona  

 


