
   

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 – 7:00 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

 
To join the BOS Regular Meeting remotely please use the link and call in information below: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83312648594?pwd=dDJOS0JuM2hybUFDdXBlR1ZxTTNyUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 833 1264 8594 

Password: 987857 

 

Dial by your location 

1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcSuMwICsF 

 

This is a web-based call, so we are operating under the following procedures: This session is 

being both video and audio-recorded. The Selectmen and staff will generally remain on mute 

except when speaking or voting and will generally be keeping video of themselves on 

throughout the meeting. If a member of the public creates an audio or video disruption, they 

may be manually ejected from the meeting upon recommendation of staff or the First Selectman. 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  
 

1. MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

3.1 BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for June 2, 2020.  
 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: For public input before the meeting please email your 
comments to PublicInput@columbiact.org. For public input during the meeting, your 

comments can be submitted through the “Chat” feature in Zoom Meeting or wave your 

hand and request your mic to be un-muted. PLEASE INCLUDE IN BOTH METHODS 

YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS: 

5.1 COVID-19 Municipal Procedural Updates. 

5.2 Discussion and Approval of Veterans Exemptions. 

a) Ordinance for Additional Exemption for Veterans. 

b) Ordinance for Property Tax Exemption for Gold Star Parents and 

Spouses. 

c) Ordinance for Tax Exemption on Motor Vehicles Equipped for Disabled 

Veterans. 

d) Ordinance for Increased Exemption For 100% Disabled Veterans. 

5.3 Charter Revision Committee Member Recommendations. 

5.4 Authorization of the agreement between the Town of Columbia and USS 

Vineyard Solar LLC. 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83312648594?pwd=dDJOS0JuM2hybUFDdXBlR1ZxTTNyUT09
mailto:PublicInput@columbiact.org


   

 

 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 Approval of the Recommended Contractor for the Rec Park Guardrails. 

6.2 Authorization for the use of the Town Green and Gazebo. 

6.3 Discussion of Request for Rally Protocol on Town Property. 

6.4 Recommendation letter for Bald Eagle protection 
 

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH. 

 
8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

8.1 Appointment of Christine Sposito to the Board of Education. 
 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 Municipal Coronavirus Relief Fund. 

9.2 CIRMA Members’ Equity Distribution. 

 
10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 State Police Monthly Report for May 2020. 

10.2 AHM Press Release: $1,500 donation to Columbia from the Hero’s Lawn sign campaign 
 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers. 

11.2 Refunds:  
 

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS:  

 

13. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: 

 

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:   

 

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); 

Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per State 

Statues Section 1-200(6)(A).  
 

16. ADJOURNMENT:  



   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, June 2, 2020 – 7:00 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

 

Members Present via Remote Access: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Robert Hellstrom, 

Deputy Selectman; Judy Ortiz, Selectman; William O’Brien, Selectman; Lisa Napolitano 

(arrived at 7:40 pm).  

 

Also Present via Remote Access: Mark Walter, Town Administrator; Marc Volza, Recreation 

Director. 

 

This is a web-based call, so we are operating under the following procedures: This session is 

being both video and audio-recorded. The Selectmen and staff will generally remain on mute 

except when speaking or voting and will generally be keeping video of themselves on 

throughout the meeting. There will be public comment during the Audience of Citizens and for 

the Lake Construction & Maintenance of Structures and shoreline on Columbia Lake.  If a 

member of the public creates an audio or video disruption, they may be manually ejected from 

the meeting upon recommendation of staff or the First Selectman. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

1. MOMENT OF SILENCE: S. Everett asked for a moment of silence. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda as 

presented. MOTION CARRIED 4.0.  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

3.1 BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for May 19, 2020.  J. Ortiz asked to add to the 

minutes of May 19, 2020 the following: “At the end of meeting we had some 

discussion from the public about opening the beach and it was discussed that the 

Board of Selectmen would get the information about the changes that were going 

to be made on what we voted on.” S. Everett MOVED to Approve the meeting 

minutes from May 19, 2020 with the added comments on the meeting by J. Ortiz. 

MOTION CARRIED 3.0.1, with W. O’Brien abstaining.  

 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: No comments or new emails from 

PublicInput@columbiact.org. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS: 

5.1 COVID-19 Municipal Procedural Updates. M. Walter explained this is a very 

fluid moving target as we all try to figure out how to come back to some version 

of normal. M. Walter has been working with town departments on coming up 

with goals to re-open. The library, fire department and the school have provided 

their operational goals regarding back to normal operations. M. Walter explained 

that we are evaluating different options to purchase Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) to be able to help departments start functioning as normal. 

There is no definitive date set for re-opening, but the target is somewhere 

between June 20th and July 5th. As June progresses, we will be tracking to see if 

there is any uptick; however, things are looking steady right now. We will know 

a lot more at the next BOS meeting on June 16th. We are still providing needed 

services to residents so far and employees have been very adaptive with mail, 

email, and our drop box. M. Walter said he is confident we can take this slow 

before opening to the public and that we will take it step by step to ensure that 



   

employees are comfortable. S. Everett stated he has not gotten any complaints 

about the workload and he has been briefed on the plan and is ok with it.  

a) Municipal Building Reopening Transition Plan 

b) Recreation and Beach & Lake Operational Plan 

c) Senior Center and Transportation Operational Plan. 

d) Library Operational Plan. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 Recommendations for Candidates to serve on the Charter Revision 

Commission. S. Everett explained that every 10 years we are bound by the 

Charter to review and revise and he is asking the BOS for recommendations for 8 

volunteers. J. Ortiz asked how many Democrats and how many Republicans. M. 

Walter stated he was not sure, but that it would have to probably be a balance, 

but he would find out and report back to the BOS. He explained that there should 

be representation from different boards such as, FiPAC, BOS, Building and Land 

Use, Planning and Zoning and LMAC. M. Walter stated that he already has some 

volunteers that expressed interest and some recommendations that he will be 

following up on. 

6.2 CTDOT Proposed Install of Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons near 

Airline State Park Trail on Route 87.  S. Everett explained that the line of site 

in that area is very dangerous and the proposed rapid flashing beacon is just an 

awareness beacon and will be installed in 2022. The State would pay for the 

design and we would have to commit to maintaining it. M. Walter explained that 

we would want to have some involvement in the design so that we understand 

what the long-term maintenance would be. Discussion ensued about why we are 

involved in maintaining the area when the State owns it; issues of improving the 

parking, and the dangers of crossing at that area. 
  

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH. 

7.1 Columbia Lake Sign. A design mock-up was provided to the BOS for review. 

S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Columbia Lake Sign. MOTION CARRIED 

4.0.  

 

J. Ortiz had questions pertaining to swim classes and how this will be set up. S. 

Everett stated that the governor’s guidelines have changed, and we can now have 

up to 25 people gathered outside. M. Volza stated that we are going ahead with 

the Governor’s guidelines with modifications being made. This includes 

requiring a parent or a guardian to stay with the child, cutting class size, taking 

temperature checks, limiting capacity and other guidelines. M. Volza explained 

that the softball camp is canceled. Discussion ensued about the state guidelines 

on temperature taking. M. Volza explained that this could change often and that 

they will keep re-evaluating.  

7.2 Proposed amended and restated Guidelines for Granting Permission for the 

Construction and Maintenance of Structures and Shoreline on Columbia 

Lake and Public Comment Specific to Guidelines. M. Walter explained this 

should be pushed back to LMAC again, because Paula Stahl, Land Use Planner 

had minor modifications to the wording for permits. The existing wording is 

“Special Note: Permission by the Board of Selectmen to construct a structure on 

or above the Town owned lake bottom shall not relieve the applicant from 

obtaining other required approvals and if required permits”. P. Stahl suggested 

the modification to read, “Special Note: Permission by the Board of Selectmen to 

construct a structure on or above the Town owned lake bottom shall not relieve 

the applicant from obtaining other required approvals and permits from IWWC 

and Building Department”. M. Walter stated that we should be clear on these 



   

definitions and that it should be clearly addressed. M. Walter stated that we do 

not want to create a division between departments, and he recommends that the 

amended and restated regulations go back to LMAC. M. Walter explained that 

another comment had to do with deeded access to the lake and that this is a 

complicated issue. M. Walter stated that we might want to add minor language 

that the access is a prescriptive right that could be grandfathered or deeded rights 

could benefit the owner or deeded rights that could burden the adjoining property 

owners and disputes will ultimately will decided by the courts, not by the town 

or LMAC. He recommended that we might need language that says we are not 

going to make a decision on deeded rights and that the owner would need to go 

back to their deed and clearly understand what it says and how does the 

grandfathered guidelines work. R. Hellstrom stated that when it comes to 

wetlands, he felt we should leave it up to the enforcement officer to determine if 

it is an issue.  

 

H. Beck stated that this is an issue that has needed to be addressed for some time 

and would have recommended this in phase 2 to LMAC. He said that he would 

like to pull some guidance together for residents to help map it out clearly, so 

everyone is comfortable. He stated that he will take it back to LMAC and get 

something back to the BOS in July.  

 

M. Walter explained that in PublicInput@columbiact.org we received an email 

from Bruce Hopper about the height of the seawalls. M. Walter said that this is 

already in the regulations and that Mr. Hoppers concerns will be sent LMAC. M. 

Walter explained that we got another public input email from Brenden 

Sondergren on watercraft and placement of structures. This will also be sent to 

LMAC. Discussion ensued. 

 

W. O’Brien asked about the addition of the new definition of property lines and 

how to measure frontage on an applicant’s property. H. Beck explained that this 

is just clarification of concept of property lines for purposes of site lines and 

center lines, and location of rafts or moorings.  Discussion ensued. S. Everett 

asked the BOS if they want clarity on any issues to please submit their questions 

and we will get the answers. 

 
8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

8.1 Resignation of Kathrine Tolsdorf from the Board of Education. S. Everett 

thanked Kathy Tolsdorf for her years of service and stated that everything Kathy 

did was always for the best of the children and she will be tough to be replaced. 

J. Ortiz stated she is sorry to see her go. R. Hellstrom asked if we could put 

together a letter thanking her for her services. L. Napolitano stated that she has 

worked with Kathy for years and she was very passionate about working with the 

kids. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Resignation of Kathrine Tolsdorf from 

the Board of Education effective immediately. MOTION CARRIED 4.1 with W. 

O’Brien opposed. L. Napolitano joined the meeting. 

8.2 Appointments of Marc Volza as Animal Control Officer and Nicole Morey 

as Assistant Animal Control Officer. M. Walter recommended the 

appointments of Marc Volza and Nicole Morey and explained that one big 

advantage is that they will be on duty during the day and a lot of the calls are 

involving Rec Park which they are already involved on a daily basis. He 

explained that eventually we may be able to join another town to increase 

coverage. R. Hellstrom asked how this will work financially. M. Walter 

explained that we would allow them to leave any time during their normal 

working hours to cover animal control as they are already being paid by the town 

mailto:PublicInput@columbiact.org


   

and that they will receive a stipend that they would split to cover them for 

weekends and nights. M. Walter explained that they will have to take an 80-hour 

course online. M. Walter stated that East Haddam and Hebron ACO will help as 

needed until we are up and running. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Appointments of Marc Volza as Animal Control Officer and Nicole Morey as 

Assistant Animal Control Officer. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 
 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 Update on Access Agency. M. Walter explained that we have documented our 

concerns to the agency about not receiving services and they have agreed to not 

bill us for April and May. B. Derring will follow up on whether we will be 

receiving services in June.  We will also be determining if we will go forward 

with Access Agency for next year. M. Walter explained that we will get an ad 

this week for a social worker. We already have existing residents that are 

interested, and we have a proposal from AHM to provide a social worker through 

their agency. S. Everett stated that he would like to have Access help us out until 

July so that any residents are provided the help they need. M. Walter explained 

AHM has been available as well through their hotline. 

9.2 EHHD COVID-19 Report 5-28-20. M. Walter explained we did have one death 

in town and up to 22 cases with 5 hospitalizations. We have not had any big 

spikes. 

9.3 CT-CHIP Rate Concession. M. Walter explained that we did get a 19% 

increase and a negotiated a small concession of ½ percent.  

9.4 Section 6, Executive Order (EO) 7S and Section 1, Executive Order (EO) 

7W Suspension and Modification of Tax Deadlines and Collection Efforts 

due to COVID-19. M. Walter stated that the EO 7s and 7W defines the 

suspension and modification of tax deadline and will be published on the towns 

website and we have sent a write-up to Chronicle it was included in the monthly 

newsletter.  
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 FY 20/21 Approved Budget. 

10.2 Thank you letter to Joyce Nasin for COVID-19 donation. 

10.3 “Welcome Home” 2020 Real Estate Guide featuring Town of Columbia. 

Columbia was noted as a top 10 town in Tolland County. 
 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers. S. Everett MOVED to Approve $80.00 to cover the cost above 

budget for the annual beach mailer postage. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

 

S. Everett MOVED to Approve $975.00 to cover the unbudgeted cost for the 

replacement of the AED at the Murphy House. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

TRANSFER#/AMOUNT FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C# DESCRIPTION 

2020-034/$80.00 10-4640-520/Prof/Tech 10-4640-110/Postage 

2020-035/$525.00 

                 $300.00 

                 $150.00 

        Total $975.00 

10-4640-500/Prof/Tech 

10-4640-515/Contracted 

Services 

10-4640-520/Printing 

10-4640-300/Supplies 

 

11.2 Refunds: None. 

 



   

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $ 65,433.92. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

13. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

 

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:  J. Ortiz thanked M. Walter for getting 

information out before the meeting. J. Ortiz asked M. Walter to contact her weekly with 

updates. S. Everett stated that the Governor has made changes to how many people can 

gather in groups, which is now at 25. M. Walter and M. Volza will be in touch after to 

discuss the new changes.  

 

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); 

Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per 

State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to Adjourn at 8:04 pm. MOTION 

CARRIED UNAMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie. 



Visitors to Town Hall 
Opening July 6, 2020 by Appointment Only 

 
1. Signs/markers will be set at the front doors of Town Hall and Yeomans Hall: 

a. Yeomans Hall front doors will be entrance only for all visitors. 
b. Town Hall front doors will be exit only for all. 

 
2. Each visitor will be greeted by a Door Monitor who will do the following: 

a. Greet the visitor and explain the COVID-19 protocol: 
i. Have the visitor enter their name and phone number into the 

log.  
ii. Take temperature with a touchless thermometer and record if 

there is a temperature in a log.    If no, visitor can mark No in 
the log.   If yes, they are requested to leave the building. 

iii. Ask the visitor the following 
A. Read list of symptoms and respond if have any: 

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the 
virus. People with these symptoms may have COVID-19: 

• Fever or chills 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 

B. Attest if they have been exposed to COVID-19 virus and 
had any symptoms in the last 2 weeks.   

C. Attest if they have travelled out of state or have been to 
a high-risk zone in the last 2 weeks.  

• The visitor will then mark yes or no in the log.    
• The daily log is to be turned into the Town 

Administrator’s office at the end of each day and will 
be kept confidential.  
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iv. Have the visitor use the hand sanitizer before proceeding into 
Town Hall by following the markers and signs.   

v. If the visitor does not have a mask or would like gloves, have 
them take them from the supply provided on the table with 
the hand sanitizer. 
 

3. At the front door, in Yeomans foyer, the hallways and in Yeomans hall there 
will be markers, signs and floor mats reminding of social distancing and the 
use of masks.  There will be a one-way traffic flow for all visitors to Town 
Hall.  
   

4. For the Land Use department, one door will be used to enter and the other 
door to leave at the counter.  Visitors will need to wait at the entrance door 
if there is already a visitor at the Land Use counter.   Then the next visitor 
can enter once the counter is clear.   

 
5. Signs will be placed on bathrooms doors for public access as well as 

employee only. 
 

6. Cleaning logs will be placed in the public bathrooms (in Yeomans Hall foyer 
only) indicating last time cleaned.   The bathrooms will be 
cleaned/disinfected a few times during the day.   If there is a high traffic use 
of the bathrooms, the monitor will report to the Town Administrator to see 
if an additional cleaning is needed.   
 

7. During the day, each department will be provided a spray bottle and paper 
towels (or wipes, if available) in order to clean/disinfect their offices during 
the day.  Equipment that will be cleaned include phones, keyboards, fax 
machines, copiers.   The cleaning will also include desktops as well as 
doorknobs.   The Facility Custodian will maintain his daily cleaning schedule 
and will do additional as assigned.   

 
 
  



Town Staff 
 

1. When a staff member comes to work, they will have their temperature 
taken by the department head with a touchless thermometer.  They are to 
record their temp along with the time into the log as well as attest that 
they do not have the following symptoms:  

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the 
virus. People with these symptoms may have COVID-19: 

• Fever or chills 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 

2. The daily logs are to be maintained by each department head and will turn in the 
logs weekly to the Town Administrator office.   These logs contain information 
that are confidential and should not be shared with other staff members or 
departments.   
 

3. Each department is to continue to wear masks in the office especially if there is 
more than one in the office and the social distance requirement of 6 feet can not 
be maintained.  Hand sanitizer should also be available for all staff to use. 
 

4. Each department will be provided all-purpose sprays and paper towels (or wipes, 
if available) for general cleaning and should also clean highly used office 
equipment, such as, phones, keyboards, fax machines and copiers.   
 

5. Each department will have plexiglass installed where needed to protect them 
when visitors come.    







jlavoie
Typewritten Text
5.1 Recreation Department COVID -19 Update 

jlavoie
Typewritten Text

jlavoie
Typewritten Text

jlavoie
Typewritten Text

jlavoie
Typewritten Text

jlavoie
Typewritten Text



jlavoie
Typewritten Text
5.1 COVID-19 Update Senior Van



jlavoie
Typewritten Text
5.1 EHHD Covid-19 Update



Board of Selectmen resolution re adoption of veteran’s exemption ordinances: 
  

WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen has previously recommended that the Town adopt 

certain ordinances expanding property tax exemptions and abatements for veterans; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Town Charter would ordinarily require a special town meeting to adopt 

those ordinances; and 
  

WHEREAS, in light of the current Declaration of Public Health and Civil Preparedness 

emergencies in the State of Connecticut and executive orders issued by Governor Lamont in 

conjunction with such declaration the holding of a town meeting would not be prudent; and 
  

WHEREAS, Section 4 of Executive Order 7JJ issued by Governor Lamont on May 6, 2020 

permits the Board of Selectmen, upon finding that taking such action in a timely manner 

serves an important public interest or to avoid financial loss, to take action to adopt or amend 

ordinances without complying with the Town Charter or any statutory requirement to hold a 

town meeting or referendum to approve such adoption or amendment; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Board of Selectmen has determined that delaying the adoption of the 

proposed ordinances would potentially adversely impact the financial condition of certain 

veterans who may be affected by the Covd 19 pandemic or otherwise.   
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT: 
  

RESOLVED:  That, pursuant to the authority granted under Section 4 of Governor Lamont’s 

Executive Order 7JJ, the Board of Selectmen does hereby adopt the ordinance entitled:  [insert 

title of ordinance] 
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ORDINANCE FOR TAX EXEMPTION ON MOTOR VEHICLES EQUIPPED FOR 

DISABLED VETERANS 
 

(in accordance with CGS 12-81h.) 

 
 

Section 1: Upon the Assessor’s determination of adequate proof, there shall be exempt from personal 
property taxation any motor vehicle specially equipped for disabled veterans. 

 

Section 2: Any person seeking an exemption as provided under this ordinance shall be required to file an 

application, on a form prepared for such purposed by the Assessor and approved of by the Board of 
Selectmen, not later than the date of the assessment list with respect to which such exemption is claimed. 

 

 
 

Presented: Town Meeting: Month/Day/Year 

 
Adopted: Month/Day/Year 

 

Published: Month/Day/Year 

 
Effective Date: Month/Day/Year 



ORDINANCE FOR INCREASED EXEMPTION FOR 100% DISABLED VETERANS 
 

 

Effective for the assessment year commencing October 1, 2020 and each assessment year 

thereafter, any veteran entitled to an exemption from property tax in accordance with C.G.S. 

§ 12-81g(b), who has a disability rating of one hundred percent, as determined by the United 

States Department of Veterans Affairs, shall be entitled to an additional exemption from such tax 

in an amount equal to one and one-half times the amount of exemption pursuant to C.G.S § 12-

81(20), provided such person's total adjusted gross income as determined for purposes of the 

federal income tax, plus any other income not included in such adjusted income, excluding 

veterans' disability payments, individually if unmarried, or jointly with spouse if married, during 

the calendar year ending immediately preceding the filing of a claim for any such exemption, is 

not more than twenty-four thousand dollars if such person is married or not more than twenty-

one thousand dollars if such person is not married. 

 

 
Presented: Town Meeting: Month/Day/Year 

 

Adopted: Month/Day/Year 
 

Published: Month/Day/Year 

 

Effective Date: Month/Day/Year 

6442358v.1 



ORDINANCE FOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR GOLD STAR PARENTS AND 

SPOUSES 

 
A.  Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this chapter is to authorize the property tax exemption allowed by Conn. Gen. Stat. 12-
81ii for any parent whose child was killed in action, or the surviving spouse of a person who was killed in 

action, while performing active military duty with the armed forces. 

 
B.  Exemption. 

 

Effective for assessment years commencing on or after October 1, 2020, any parent whose child was 

killed in action, or the surviving spouse of a person who was killed in action, while performing active 
military duty with the armed forces, as defined in subsection (a) of section 27-103 of the general statutes, 

which parent or surviving spouse is a resident of Columbia, shall be entitled to an exemption from 

property tax, provided such parent’s or surviving spouse’s qualifying income does not exceed the sum of 
the maximum qualifying income for individuals if unmarried, or jointly with spouse if married as set forth 

in Section 12-81l of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended, plus $25,000.  The exemption 

provided for under this section shall be applied to the assessed value of an eligible parent’s or surviving 
spouse’s property in an amount up to ten per cent of such assessed value or twenty thousand dollars, 

whichever is greater. 

 

C.  Application for Exemption and Additional Limitations. 

 

1. Any person claiming to be entitled to an exemption from taxation under this section shall give 

notice to the Town Clerk that he or she is entitled to such exemption and shall be required to file 
an application, on a form prepared for such purpose by the Assessor, not later than the assessment 

date with respect to which such exemption is claimed. 

 
2.  No Assessor, Board of Assessment Appeals or other official shall allow such claim for 

exemption unless such parent or surviving spouse has proved his or her right to such exemption 

and unless an application and all required evidence in support thereof has been filed in the office 

of the Town Clerk.  Exemptions so proven shall take effect on the next succeeding assessment 
day. 

 

3.  The exemption provided for under this section shall be in addition to any exemption to which an 
eligible parent or surviving spouse may be entitled under section 12-81 of the general statutes.  

No such eligible parent or surviving spouse entitled to an exemption under section 12-81f or 12-

81g of the general statutes and this section shall receive more than one exemption. 

 
 

Presented: Town Meeting: Month/Day/Year 

 
Adopted: Month/Day/Year 

 

Published: Month/Day/Year 
 

Effective Date: Month/Day/Year 

 

 



ORDINANCE FOR ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION FOR VETERANS 
 

(Pursuant to Section 12-81f of CGS under local ordinance Title X Sec. E.) 

 
 

1) Any veteran entitled to an exemption from property tax in accordance with subdivision (19) of 

section 12-81 of the Connecticut General Statutes shall be entitled to an additional exemption 

applicable to the assessed value of property up to the amount of twenty thousand dollars, 
provided such veterans’ qualifying income does not exceed the applicable maximum amount as 

proved under 12-81l. 

2) Any veterans’ surviving spouse entitled to an exemption from property tax in accordance with 
subdivision (22) of section 12-81 shall be titled to an additional exemption applicable to the 

assessed value of property up to the amount of twenty thousand dollars, provided such surviving 

spouses’ qualifying income does not exceed the applicable maximum amount as provided under 

12-81l. 
3) Any such veteran or spouse submitting a claim for such additional exemption shall be required to 

file an application on a form prepared for such purpose by the Assessor, not later than the 

assessment date with respect to which such additional exemption is claimed. 
 

Each such application shall include a copy of such veterans’ or spouses’ federal income tax return, or in 

the event such a return is not filed such evidence related to income as may be required by the Assessor, 
for the tax year of such veteran or spouse ending immediately prior to the assessment date with respect to 

which such additional exemption is claimed. 

 

 
Presented: Town Meeting: Month/Day/Year 

 

Adopted: Month/Day/Year 
 

Published: Month/Day/Year 

 

Effective Date: Month/Day/Year 
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AGREEMENT FOR PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES 
 
 

This AGREEMENT FOR PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES is made as of this  day 
of  2020, by and among THE TOWN OF COLUMBIA, a town existing under the 
laws of Connecticut (the “Taxing Authority”) and USS VINEYARD SOLAR LLC, a subsidiary 
of United States Solar Corporation (“US Solar"). 

 
BACKGROUND 

 

US Solar is a limited liability company formed under the laws of Delaware. As project 
developer and option holder for real property located at 468 Route 87 in the Town of Columbia, 
Connecticut and identified as Tax Parcel 0303038 (the “Property”). US Solar has negotiated this 
Agreement for Payment in Lieu of Taxes with the Taxing Authority. The parties hereto have 
agreed to enter into such an agreement for the Property, under the terms and conditions hereof. 

 
The Property, at the time that this Agreement is executed, is comprised of one 

commercial building being used as an event space and the remainder being forested or in 
agricultural production. The Property legal description can be found in Exhibit “A” attached 
hereto. US Solar’s use of the Property will be limited to the agricultural and forested portion of 
the Property, to produce renewable electricity for the Shared Clean Energy Facility program or 
similar, and shall occupy a maximum of 27 acres of the Property.  The facility to be developed 
by US Solar will be constructed to a capacity not to exceed 3 MWac. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, the Taxing Authority and US Solar, in consideration of the mutual 

undertakings set forth herein and for good and valuable consideration, receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, covenant and agree as follows: 

 
1. Term. The term (the “Term”) of this Agreement shall commence upon final 

Permission to Operate notice from Eversource Energy and shall continue for two-hundred forty 
(240) calendar months. The Term shall terminate at the conclusion of the two-hundred fortieth (240th) 
month following commencement, unless previously extended by agreement of the parties.  Prior to the 
expiration of the Term hereof, either party may request an extension of the Term hereof on such terms 
as may be mutually agreeable, including the amount of PILOT payment due during each year of the 
extension term, if permitted under applicable law.  If the parties agree to extend the Term and such 
extension is permitted by law, the parties shall execute a written amendment hereto setting forth the 
duration of the PILOT payments payable during the extension of the Term.   

 
2. PILOT Payment.  
 

(a) On or before January 1 of each year of the term of this Agreement, US 
Solar shall make a contribution to the Taxing Authority equal to $5,000.00, 
as more fully set forth in Exhibit “B” attached to this Agreement (“PILOT 
Payment”). For the first year of operations, US Solar will make a “short year” 
contribution at the time its solar facility located on the Property receives a 
Permission to Operate notice in an amount prorated to reflect the number of 
days remaining in the year. All payments under this Agreement shall be 
remitted to the Town of Columbia tax collector for the Property.  
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(b) The parties hereto agree that this Agreement is predicated on the assumption 
that personal and real property taxes are assessed by and paid to the Taxing 
Authority in the manner that is consistent with current law, and that the State 
of Connecticut’s system of property taxes is not replaced by a substitute 
system of taxes (whether property or otherwise) that materially increases or 
diminishes the receipts a municipality derives from property taxes or that a 
taxpayer pays in respect to property taxes.  In recognition of the foregoing, if 
the current system of property taxation is materially modified by law, the 
parties agree to negotiate in good faith to modify this Agreement in a manner 
that preserves the respective economic positions of both the Taxing Authority 
and US Solar. 

  
3. Taxing Authorities' Undertaking. As long as no Event of Default shall have 

occurred and be continuing, the Taxing Authority, during the Term of the Agreement, shall not: 
 

(a) seek to collect Real Estate taxes with respect to the solar facility located on 
the Property, or 

(b) seek to collect from US Solar any Use and Occupancy Tax with respect to 
the Property. 

 
4. Late Contribution. Because of the Taxing Authority’s reliance on the PILOT 

Payment in its budgetary matters, the Taxing Authority may impose a late charge on the PILOT 
Payment in the event that US Solar fails to make all or any portion of the PILOT Payment as 
required by Paragraph 2 hereof within thirty (30) days of the due date. The late charge shall accrue 
on the unpaid balance in the amount of eighteen percent (18%) per annum, accruing monthly, as 
set forth in Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-146. 

 
5. Event of Default. Each of the following shall constitute an Event of Default 

hereunder, if it continues for a period of thirty (30) days after written notice to US Solar 
providing details of such failure: 

 
(a) US Solar’s failure to pay any sum due to the Taxing Authority 

hereunder on the date such sum is due. 
(b) US Solar’s failure to comply with any other provision of this 

Agreement. 
(c) Any material change in use of the Property by US Solar. 

 
6. Remedies. Upon the occurrence of an Event of Default, the Taxing Authority, at 

their option, may: 
 

(a) terminate this Agreement; and/or 
(b) bring action against US Solar to enforce the provisions of this 

Agreement and/or to collect any sums due hereunder; and/or 
(c) pursue any other remedy in law or equity to which Taxing Authority may 

be entitled. 
 

7. No Assignment. Except with the prior written consent of the Taxing Authorities, 
at the Taxing Authority’s sole discretion, US Solar shall have no right to assign its rights or 
obligations under this Agreement, and any other purported assignment shall be of no force or 
effect. Any such consent shall require the assignee to enter into a similar agreement with the 
Taxing Authority. 
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8. Notice. All notices, requests and other communications under this Agreement 

shall be effectively given only if in writing and sent by United States certified mail, return receipt 
requested, postage prepaid, or by a nationally recognized and receipted overnight courier service 
(such as Federal Express) guaranteeing next business day delivery, addressed as follows: 

 
If intended for Taxing Authority: 

 
Town of Columbia 
323 Route 87 
Columbia, CT 06237 
Attention: Mary Lavallee, Tax Assessor 

 
and 

 
If intended for US Solar: 

 
US Solar 
100 N 6th Street  
Suite 410B  
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Attention: Peter Schmitt or Reed Richerson 

 

9. Entire Agreement. This Agreement represents the entire agreement between the 
parties hereto and shall not be modified in any manner except by written instrument executed by 
the parties and attached hereto. 

 
10. Amendment. No amendment, modification or alteration of the terms of this 

Agreement shall be binding unless the amendment, modification or alteration is in writing, dated 
subsequent to the Effective Date and duly executed by all parties to this Agreement. 

 
11. Governing Law. The Agreement and all disputes arising under the Agreement 

shall be governed, construed, and decided in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Connecticut. 

 
12. Headings. The headings in the Agreement are for convenience only and are not a 

part of the Agreement. The headings do not in any way define, limit, describe, or amplify the 
provisions of the Agreement or the scope or intent of the provisions. 

 
13. Counterparts. The Agreement may be executed simultaneously in multiple 

counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which taken together shall 
constitute but one and the same instrument. 

 
14. Miscellaneous. The parties do not intend to create, and nothing contained in the 

Agreement shall be construed as creating, a joint venture arrangement, or partnership between 
Taxing Authority and US Solar. Nothing in the Agreement expressed or implied, is intended or 
shall be construed to confer upon or given to any person, firm, corporation, or legal entity, other 
than the parties, any rights, remedies, or other benefits under or by reason of the Agreement. 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, and intending to be legally bound hereby, the parties have 
caused these presents to be executed as of the date first above written. 

 
 
 

TOWN OF COLUMBIA 
 
 

DATED:   By:   
 
  Its:  

 
 
 
 

USS VINEYARD SOLAR LLC 
 
 

DATED:   By:   
 
  Its:  Vice President

6/10/2020
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EXHIBIT A 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

 
 
Real property in the City of Columbia, County of Tolland, State of Connecticut, described as follows: 
ALL THAT CERTAIN piece or parcel of land, together with the buildings and improvements thereon, 
situated in the Town of Columbia, County of Tolland, and State of Connecticut, on the westerly side 
of the Jonathan Trumbull Memorial Highway about one and one-half miles southerly from Columbia 
Green, bounded and described as follows, to wit: 
 
Beginning at the northeast corner of said tract of land at land formerly of Charles Seeley, now land now or 
formerly of Walter Deptula, the line runs southwesterly by said Deptula land to land now or formerly of 
Tom Cohen; thence southeasterly by said Cohen land and land formerly of the heirs of Anson Holbrook to 
land now or formerly of Jake Tashlik; thence northeasterly by said Tashlik land to said highway; thence 
northwesterly by said highway to place of beginning, containing by estimation sixty (60) acres, more or 
less. 
 
LESS AND EXCEPTING THEREFROM that certain piece or parcel of land, with all buildings and 
improvements thereon situated in the Town of Columbia, County of Tolland, and State of Connecticut, 
more particularly bounded and described as follows: 
 
Beginning at an iron pin set in the ground at the intersection of two stone walls located on the westerly 
line of Jonathan Trumbull Highway also known as Route 87 which point marks the southeasterly corner 
of land now or formerly of Walter Deptula and the northeasterly corner of the premises described herein; 
thence South 60° 39 ½’ W along a stone wall and land now or formerly of said Walter Deptula for a 
distance of 300.80 feet to an iron pin set at the junction of two stone walls; thence South 25° 58’ E a 
distance of 211.70 feet generally along a stone wall and land now or formerly of Joseph P. and Laura A. 
Szegda to an iron pin; thence North 59° 56 ½’ E a distance of 300.99 feet along land now or formerly of 
said Joseph P. and Laura A. Szegda to a drill hole set in a stone wall along the westerly street line of 
Jonathan Trumbull Highway; thence North 26° 39 ½’ W a distance of 11.70 feet along said westerly street 
line of Jonathan Trumbull Highway to a state highway monument located on the westerly side of said 
highway; thence North 25° 54 ½’ W a distance of 196.22 feet along the westerly line of said Jonathan 
Trumbull Highway to the point and place of beginning. 
 
FURTHER EXCEPTING THEREFROM that certain piece or parcel of land, together with the buildings 
and all other improvements thereon, situated in the Town of Columbia, County of Tolland, and State of 
Connecticut, more particularly described on a certain map or plan entitled, “BOUNDARY SURVEY 
PORTION OF ASSESOR LOT MAP 30 LOT 38 – PREPARED FOR – RICHARD J. & VIOLET 
SZEGDA ERIC L. & DARIA S. SZEGDA SHOWING LAND TO BE ACQUIRED FROM RONALD 
SZEGDA ROUTE 87 COLUMBIA CONNECTICUT SHEET NO. 1 OF 1 SCALE 1” = 40’ MARCH 22, 
2006 ROB HELLSTROM LAND SURVEYING, 32 MAIN STREET HEBRON, CT. P.O. BOX 497 
COLUMBIA, CT. 06237-0497”. Said parcel is bounded and described as follows: 
 
Commencing at the southeast corner of land now or formerly of Richard J. and Violet L. Szegda; thence 
running along Route 87 S 27° 31’ 41” E 325.40 feet to a point; thence running further along Route 87 S 
28° 17’ 25” E 9.26 feet to a drill hole set; thence turning and running S 61° 03’ 12” W 301.13 feet to an 
iron pin to be set; thence turning and running N 27° 31’ 19” W 325.40 feet to an iron pin; thence turning 
and running along land now or formerly of Richard J. and Violet L. Szegda N 59° 18’ 38” E 301.33 feet 
to the point and place of beginning.  
 
Said parcel consisting of 2.28 acres.
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EXHIBIT B 
PILOT PAYMENT CALCULATION 

 
US Solar shall pay $5,000 annually to the Town of Columbia, CT tax assessor’s office once the solar 
facility at the property listed in Exhibit A has reached Permission to Operate.  
 
For the first year of this agreement, the payment shall be calculated at $13.70 per day remaining in the 
calendar year after the solar facility at the property has reached Permission to Operate and shall be paid 
within five (5) days of receiving Permission to Operate.   

6478122v.1 



Town of Columbia 

Bid Summary

ITEM:

Due Date

Time

Bidder Name

Atlas Residential & Commercial Services LLC P

Atlas Companies CTDOT Maintenance Contract 

18PSX00147   

Riverhead Building Supply   

Total Fence, LLC

Town of Columbia

Bid Summary

G. Murphy recommends Atlas Residential & Commercial because we  have used them on other fencing 

work with good results, even though Riverhead Building is lower by $231.00.

 11:00 AM

June 5, 2020
SOLICITATION #002-2020 AWARDED

TOTAL BID

$21,244.50

$44,410.50

$21,013.50

$25,750.00

Town of Columbia Page 1 of 1S:\Selectman\Mark Walter\Boards & Commissions\Board Agendas & Minutes\Board of Selectman (BOS)\BOS 2020\June 2020\6.16.20\Bid Summary for Rec Park Guardrails.xlsx
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 June 3, 2020 
Dear Tom Currier,  

 
My name is Christine Sposito and I am applying for the open Board of Education position 
for the town of Columbia. 

 
I am applying to this opening because I believe education is an integral part of our 
community. I have done my best to attend all BOE meetings for the past two years, and it 
saddens me that I am usually the only non-member in attendance. If accepted to this 
position I would make it my goal to communicate the good work the board does in support 
of our kids.  

 
I am a mother of two boys, ages five and ten, who are currently enrolled at Horace Porter, 
and my husband Mike and I have lived in Columbia for the past eleven years. I am also a 
special education teacher for the town of East Hartford. I have served in that position for 
the past twenty years. 

 
I believe my experience as a teacher and mother make me a strong candidate for this 
position. One of my proudest achievements as a teacher was creating, and running, the 
Unified Sports team at East Hartford Middle School. Working with the district, parents and 
students as well as the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC) to create 
this program and keep it funded has been a labor of love. It has also shown me the inner 
workings of how to get things done for students and families. 

 
I am an active parent and a proud member of our community. I would be honored to serve 
with the current members who have worked so hard these past few years. 

 
Thank you for your time in reading this, I would love to continue this conversation in the 
hopes of attaining a spot on the Columbia Board of Education. Please contact me if you 
need any additional information. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Christine E. Sposito 
860-463-0159 
sposito30@gmail.com 
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June 10, 2020 

Press Release: AHM Front Line Heroes Sign fundraiser 

Submitted by: Joel Rosenberg, AHM 
 

 
 

In the photo above a check is presented by representatives from AHM to Columbia Senior 

Services for their food bank.    

  

On June 9, 2020 the AHM Board of Directors presented donations in the amount of $1500.00 to 

each of the food banks in Andover, Columbia, Hebron and Marlborough. The donations were 

made possible through the AHM Front Line Heroes lawn sign campaign. What started out as an 

idea to honor and recognize local front line heroes involved in the fight against COVID-19 

quickly turned into a region wide fundraiser for five local charities.  

 

According to Bernadette Derring, Director of Sr. Services and Municipal Agent for the Elderly in 

Columbia, shared: “The continued support to our senior citizens and families in need is beyond 

imaginable. Reaching everyone with food and support equals love.” 

Columbia Town Administrator Mark Walter, who also attended the presentation of checks from 

AHM also shared: “The partnership with AHM and the Columbia Food Bank is truly a perfect 

fit. Thank you for all of the financial and emotional help through these trying times.” 
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