
   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

 

Members Present: Deputy Selectman, Robert Hellstrom; Selectman, Lisa Napolitano; 

Selectman, Jeff Viens. 

 

Members Absent: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; William O’Brien, Selectman. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter; Tim Anderson, Member of the Board 

of Trustees for the Columbia Congregational Church. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: R. Hellstrom called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: R. Hellstrom MOVED to add under 

Columbia Lake/Dam/Beach,  6.1 Application for Construction on 

Columbia Lake for Alfred Therrien, 132 B Route 87. MOTION 

CARRIED 3.0. R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the Agenda as revised 

for August 6, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for July 16, 2019. L. 

Napolitano MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for 

July 16, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 Columbia Congregational Church walkway. T. Anderson explained 

about the plans and status of the repair of the church’s front steps with the 

removal of the cement walkway from the center of the Church steps to the 

“Walk of Honor” pathway and replacing it with grass. M. Walter asked the 

BOS to make a motion approving the Church’s plan and to authorize the 

Public Works department to assist with removing the walkway on the 

Town Green side of the “Walk of Honor.” J. Viens MOVED to Approve 

the Church’s plan and to let public works remove the walkway from the 

Lions Walk of Honor to Rte. 87. MOTION CARRIED 3.0.  

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

6.1 Application for Construction on Columbia Lake for Alfred Therrien, 

132 B Route 87. J. Viens MOVED to Approve the application for repair 

to an existing seawall for Alfred Therrien, 132 B, Route 87, as stipulated 

under the recommendations from LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None. 



   

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

8.1 Update on Tax Payments. M. Walter explained the Tax Office provided 

a report that showed the Town had record revenue payments made online 

of $65,932.00 for a single day. 

8.2 New Town Administrator Monthly Newsletter.  

8.3 First Selectman, Steven Everett meet-and-greet, Tuesday, September 

10, 2019, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the Conference Room at Town Hall. 

A. Dunnack of 103 Lake Rd. stated that she received a letter asking her to 

join an online neighborhood Facebook page and asked if the BOS was 

aware of this. L. Napolitano stated that often neighborhood’s will have 

their own Facebook page to keep neighbors informed.  

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 Thank you letter from Covenant Soup Kitchen. 

9.2 Thank you letter from Windham Region No Freeze Project. 
9.3 Out and About article on Columbia. 

9.4 Article on the Spotted Lanterfly. 

9.5 The Chronicle article on Algae found in Columbia Lake. 

9.6 Proclamation for Peter Naumec. 

9.7 Eversource tree work. 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the following transfers 

$75.00 from Professional/Technical to Salaries, $20.00 from Printing to 

Legal Notices and $295.00 from Contracted Services to 

Professional/Technical for a total of $390.00.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION CARRIED 3.0 

 

10.2 Refunds: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve refunds of $489.67 to Laura 

C. Lawton.  

 

 

 

MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve 

bills totaling $277,426.45 consisting of 2018-2019 Emergency, 2018-2019 

Regular, 2019-2020 Emergency, 2019-2010 Regular, Credit Card and 

Paychex. MOTION CARRIED 3.0.  

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION TO A/C# DESCRIPTION 

2019 #065 / $75.00 10-4132-500 / Prof/Tech 10-4132-010 / Salaries 

2019 #066 / $20.00 10-4135-520/ Printing 10-4135-130 / Legal Notices 

2019 #067 / $295.00 
10-4420-515 Contracted 

Services 10-4420-500 / Prof/Tech 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$489.67 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Laura C. Lawton 



   

L. Napolitano asked if we could we please supply a record of tracking of 

the solar savings. M. Walter stated he will get that information and report 

back to the BOS. 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: No comments. 

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: L. Napolitano stated that the Town  

did a really nice job paving the road on Cards Mill Rd. 

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). R. Hellstrom MOVED 

to enter into Executive Session at 6:50 pm for Real Estate. MOTION 

CARRIED 3.0. R. Hellstrom MOVED to end the Executive Session with 

no action taken at 6:58 pm. MOTION CARRIED 3.0.  

15. ADJOURNMENT: R. Hellstrom MOVED to ADJOURN 7:31pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 



   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Deputy Selectman, Robert Hellstrom; Selectman, Lisa Napolitano; 

Selectman, William O’Brien; Selectman, Jeff Viens. 

 

Members Absent: First Selectman, Steven M. Everett 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter; Horace Porter Facility Manager, Mike 

Sylvester. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: R. Hellstrom called the meeting to order at 8:14 pm. 
 

 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the 

Agenda for July 16, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

2.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for July 2, 2019. L. 

Napolitano MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for 

July 2, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS: 

3.1 Continuation of Tree Removal Funding Request and Setting Town 

Meeting for Fund Authorization and Transfer.  R. Hellstrom MOVED 

to set a Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, August 6, 2019 at 6:45 pm in 

the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room, 323 Route 

87, Columbia, CT for the following purpose: 

CLAUSE 1: To appropriate $50,000 from the General Fund to the Tree 

Removal Capital Account to cover the estimated cost of tree removal due 

to tree damage from gypsy moth and other insect infestations. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0. 

M. Walter explained that Steven Everett accompanied the Tree Warden, 

Andy Andrews to view the trees on the town roads and it was clear that we 

are going to need an additional $50,000. M. Walter stated that George 

Murphy, Public Works Director will be requesting in the next budget 

another $50,000. L. Napolitano asked if the tree removal work would be in 

any of the Town’s parks or open spaces. M. Walter stated it would not. 

3.2 RFQ’s for Horace Porter School: Emergency Generator, Surveillance 

Cameras, and Analog Phone System. M. Walter provided the BOS with 

the list of bidders and lump sum prices for all three RFQ’s. M. Sylvester 

explained the bidding process for the phone system and stated that Hilltop 

Technologies was the lowest bidder and recommended that we enter into a 

contract with Hilltop Technologies. R. Hellstrom MOVED to accept 

Hilltop Technologies bid proposal for the IP Phone System at a lump sum 

cost of $11,945.04. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 



   

M. Sylvester discussed the RFQ for the surveillance camera and stated 

that we asked vendors to provide a bid on the specific design 

manufacturer; Avigilon. We currently use the Avigilon system and are 

very happy with it. M. Sylvester explained that Steven Everett toured the 

school and seemed very happy with the system as well. He added that 

vendors were allowed to submit alternatives to the bid and bids ranged 

from $74,000 to $170,000. M. Sylvester’s recommendation was to award 

the bid to the lowest bidder, Security Technologies, Inc. He added that 

Security Technologies, Inc. bid included the preferred Avigilon design 

manufacturer. R. Hellstrom MOVED to accept Security Technologies, 

Inc. bid proposal for the Security Camera System at a lump sum cost of 

$104,352.80. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

 

M. Walter stated that we are going back out to bid for the generator 

because the bid’s that were received were unacceptable for multiple 

reasons. M. Walter explained that when we go back out to bid, we will 

require bidders to include a maintenance agreement and we a list of 

acceptable generator brands will be provided.  

4. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

4.1 Approval of Application for Replacement of a Raft for Angela 

Sposito, 23 Woodland Terrace #1. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the 

Application for Replacement of a Raft for Angela Sposito, 23 Woodland 

Terrace #1 as stipulated by LMAC.  MOTION CARRIED 4.0.  

 

5. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

5.1 Appointment of Michael Maziarz to the Columbia Board of 

Education. Tom Currier, Chairman of the Democratic Committee read the 

letter of interest from Michael Maziarz to be appointed to the Board of 

Education (BOE). R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the Appointment of 

Michael Maziarz to the Columbia Board of Education. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0 

5.2 Appointment of Terri Lasota, Building and Land Use Administrative 

Assistant. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the Town Administrators 

recommendation to appoint Terri Lasota as the Administrative Assistant in 

the Building and Land Use department. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

 

6. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

6.1 Reminder of FiPAC Meeting on 7/17/19 with a Presentation from Trust 

for Public Land and Open Space Committee. 

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE: 

7.1 Horace Porter School Superintendent, Maria Geryk’s Letter of 

Acknowledgement for Beverly Ciurylo, Director of Finance. 

7.2 Thank You Letter from Sexual Assault Crisis Center Eastern CT for 

donation support. 

7.3 Monthly State Police Report. 

7.4 Lamont Signs Crumbling Foundation Law. 

7.5 Chronicle Articles including, Hop River Trail Improvements, 4th of July 

Parade & Eagles. 

7.6 EHHD Opioid Misuse, Abuse & Overdose meeting on 8/16/19 @ 

10:30am at Beckish Senior Center 



   

 

8. BUDGET:  

8.1 Transfers: R. Hellstrom MOVED the Transfers $1,650.00 as presented.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 
 

8.2 Refunds: None. 

9. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Authorize 

the 2018-2019 Emergency, 2018-2019 Regular, 2019-2020 Regular, 

Credit Card and Paychex totaling $42,726.06 on the stated attachments. 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

10. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: A. Dunnack said that she commends the 

Sustainable CT Committee for the initiatives they are implementing. She 

stated that she did not know about the Town Meeting for the sale of town 

owned property and was completely unaware. She stated that she would 

encourage the town to work with the Nicholes for a more suitable solution.  

11. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien stated that he is upset 

with the steel building that is being built at 130 Pine St and it looks like a  

commercial business is being run out of that location.  L. Napolitano 

stated that she is unhappy with the chemical usage on the park and rec 

fields. She stated that if the town keeps using chemicals on our athletic 

fields, she will not support any more athletic fields. She added that there 

are classes that the town land managers can attend regarding best practices 

for organic solutions.  
 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). R. Hellstrom MOVED 

to enter into Executive Session at 8:52pm for Personnel. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0. R. Hellstrom MOVED to end the Executive Session with 

no action taken at 9:12 pm. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

13. ADJOURNMENT: R. Hellstrom MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 

9:13 pm. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 

TRANSFER #/AMOUNT FROM A/C# DESCRIPTION TO A/C# DESCRIPTION 

2019-062 / $550.00 10-4410-630 / Rental 

10-4410-600 / 

Repairs/Maint. 

2019-063 / $100.00 10-4410-630 / Rental 

10-4410-610 / 

Bldgs/Grounds Rep/Maint. 

2019-064 / $300.00 

10-4420-515 / Contracted 

Services 10-4420-500 / Prof/Tech 

2020-003 / $700.00 10-4260-230 / Electricity 

10-4260-515 / Contracted 

Services 



























News 
Release                                                                        
 

Energy company increasing investment in tree work to address concerns   
 

BERLIN, Conn. (July 29, 2019) – Environmental researchers and arborists around the state of 
Connecticut are working to raise awareness of the rapidly growing problem of dying, dead and 
hazardous trees. Together with the Connecticut Department of Transportation and local tree 
wardens around the state, Eversource is addressing the diseased or dead trees that are 
heightening concern. The energy company’s team of licensed arborists are experts at 
identifying weakened or hazardous trees that have been killed or stressed by the ongoing insect 
infestations and drought and threaten electric reliability for customers. 
 

 
 
“Our year-round work to trim trees away from powerlines and to remove hazardous trees 
throughout Connecticut is more critical than ever because of the lasting effects of the drought 
combined with consecutive infestations by the gypsy moth and the emerald ash borer,” said 
Eversource Vegetation Management Manager Alan Carey. “In my travels around the state, I’ve 
seen the high tree mortality rate first hand. There are tens of thousands of dying or dead trees 
from the western side of the state to the eastern border that are weak and pose a real threat to 
the electric system.” 
                               
The concern about the large number of dead and dying trees also has the attention of 
researchers at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station and UConn. UConn Associate 



Extension Professor of Forestry, Thomas Worthley has extensively investigated the tree 
mortality epidemic in southern Connecticut.   
 
“The massive amount of large, standing, dead trees throughout the area presents what could 
be described as a slow-moving environmental disaster,” said Worthley. “The number of dead 
trees that have the potential to affect roadways and power lines is beyond the current capacity 
of property owners and many town budgets to address.”  
 
Eversource identified this issue early on and requested additional funding last year to address 
the ongoing problem. The energy company’s expanded tree work was recently approved by the 
Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA). The additional funds will be used to hire additional 
crews to help remove significantly more hazardous trees at a faster rate.   
 
“We have trees throughout the state that have been around for 100 years that are dying at 
rates higher than ever before,” said Eversource Arborist Susan Stotts. “When we’re out 
surveying, we look for trees with no or sparse foliage or large dead branches over the electric 
wires. Now we’re able to remove a lot more of those hazardous trees.”   
 
Click here to see how Eversource arborists identify dead or dying trees. 
   
For details on the company’s comprehensive vegetation management program, please visit 

Eversource.com.   

 
 
Eversource (NYSE: ES), the #1 energy efficiency provider in the nation, transmits and delivers 
electricity to 1.25 million customers in 149 cities and towns, provides natural gas to 237,000 
customers in 74 communities, and supplies water to approximately 198,000 customers in 51 
communities across Connecticut. Eversource harnesses the commitment of about 8,000 
employees across three states to build a single, united company around the mission of safely 
delivering reliable energy and water with superior customer service. For more information, 
please visit our website (www.eversource.com) and follow us on Twitter (@EversourceCT) and 
Facebook (facebook.com/EversourceCT). For more information on our water services, visit 
www.aquarionwater.com. 
 
 
Patricia C. Bandzes 

Community Relations and Economic Development-Connecticut |Eversource Energy 
22 East High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424| 860-267-3861 (office) | 860-777-5685(cell) 
 patricia.bandzes@eversource.com  www.eversource.com 

Report electric power outages: CT:  1-800-286-2000 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvIIlANq4gM
https://www.eversource.com/Content/ct-c/residential/outages/why-eversource-trims-trees
http://www.eversource.com/
https://twitter.com/eversourcect
https://facebook.com/EversourceCT
http://www.aquarionwater.com/
mailto:patricia.bandzes@eversource.com
http://www.eversource.com/
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