
   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Deputy Selectman, Robert Hellstrom; Selectman, Lisa Napolitano; 

Selectman, William O’Brien; Selectman, Jeff Viens. 

 

Members Absent: First Selectman, Steven M. Everett 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter; Horace Porter Facility Manager, Mike 

Sylvester. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: R. Hellstrom called the meeting to order at 8:14 pm. 
 

 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the 

Agenda for July 16, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

2.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for July 2, 2019. L. 

Napolitano MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for 

July 2, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS: 

3.1 Continuation of Tree Removal Funding Request and Setting Town 

Meeting for Fund Authorization and Transfer.  R. Hellstrom MOVED 

to set a Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, August 6, 2019 at 6:45 pm in 

the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room, 323 Route 

87, Columbia, CT for the following purpose: 

CLAUSE 1: To appropriate $50,000 from the General Fund to the Tree 

Removal Capital Account to cover the estimated cost of tree removal due 

to tree damage from gypsy moth and other insect infestations. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0. 

M. Walter explained that Steven Everett accompanied the Tree Warden, 

Andy Andrews to view the trees on the town roads and it was clear that we 

are going to need an additional $50,000. M. Walter stated that George 

Murphy, Public Works Director will be requesting in the next budget 

another $50,000. L. Napolitano asked if the tree removal work would be in 

any of the Town’s parks or open spaces. M. Walter stated it would not. 

3.2 RFQ’s for Horace Porter School: Emergency Generator, Surveillance 

Cameras, and Analog Phone System. M. Walter provided the BOS with 

the list of bidders and lump sum prices for all three RFQ’s. M. Sylvester 

explained the bidding process for the phone system and stated that Hilltop 

Technologies was the lowest bidder and recommended that we enter into a 

contract with Hilltop Technologies. R. Hellstrom MOVED to accept 

Hilltop Technologies bid proposal for the IP Phone System at a lump sum 

cost of $11,945.04. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 



   

M. Sylvester discussed the RFQ for the surveillance camera and stated 

that we asked vendors to provide a bid on the specific design 

manufacturer; Avigilon. We currently use the Avigilon system and are 

very happy with it. M. Sylvester explained that Steven Everett toured the 

school and seemed very happy with the system as well. He added that 

vendors were allowed to submit alternatives to the bid and bids ranged 

from $74,000 to $170,000. M. Sylvester’s recommendation was to award 

the bid to the lowest bidder, Security Technologies, Inc. He added that 

Security Technologies, Inc. bid included the preferred Avigilon design 

manufacturer. R. Hellstrom MOVED to accept Security Technologies, 

Inc. bid proposal for the Security Camera System at a lump sum cost of 

$104,352.80. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

 

M. Walter stated that we are going back out to bid for the generator 

because the bid’s that were received were unacceptable for multiple 

reasons. M. Walter explained that when we go back out to bid, we will 

require bidders to include a maintenance agreement and we a list of 

acceptable generator brands will be provided.  

4. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

4.1 Approval of Application for Replacement of a Raft for Angela 

Sposito, 23 Woodland Terrace #1. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the 

Application for Replacement of a Raft for Angela Sposito, 23 Woodland 

Terrace #1 as stipulated by LMAC.  MOTION CARRIED 4.0.  

 

5. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

5.1 Appointment of Michael Maziarz to the Columbia Board of 

Education. Tom Currier, Chairman of the Democratic Committee read the 

letter of interest from Michael Maziarz to be appointed to the Board of 

Education (BOE). R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the Appointment of 

Michael Maziarz to the Columbia Board of Education. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0 

5.2 Appointment of Terri Lasota, Building and Land Use Administrative 

Assistant. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the Town Administrators 

recommendation to appoint Terri Lasota as the Administrative Assistant in 

the Building and Land Use department. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

 

6. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

6.1 Reminder of FiPAC Meeting on 7/17/19 with a Presentation from Trust 

for Public Land and Open Space Committee. 

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE: 

7.1 Horace Porter School Superintendent, Maria Geryk’s Letter of 

Acknowledgement for Beverly Ciurylo, Director of Finance. 

7.2 Thank You Letter from Sexual Assault Crisis Center Eastern CT for 

donation support. 

7.3 Monthly State Police Report. 

7.4 Lamont Signs Crumbling Foundation Law. 

7.5 Chronicle Articles including, Hop River Trail Improvements, 4th of July 

Parade & Eagles. 

7.6 EHHD Opioid Misuse, Abuse & Overdose meeting on 8/16/19 @ 

10:30am at Beckish Senior Center 



   

 

8. BUDGET:  

8.1 Transfers: R. Hellstrom MOVED the Transfers $1,650.00 as presented.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 
 

8.2 Refunds: None. 

9. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Authorize 

the 2018-2019 Emergency, 2018-2019 Regular, 2019-2020 Regular, 

Credit Card and Paychex totaling $42,726.06 on the stated attachments. 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

10. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: A. Dunnack said that she commends the 

Sustainable CT Committee for the initiatives they are implementing. She 

stated that she did not know about the Town Meeting for the sale of town 

owned property and was completely unaware. She stated that she would 

encourage the town to work with the Nicholes for a more suitable solution.  

11. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien stated that he is upset 

with the steel building that is being built at 130 Pine St and it looks like a  

commercial business is being run out of that location.  L. Napolitano 

stated that she is unhappy with the chemical usage on the park and rec 

fields. She stated that if the town keeps using chemicals on our athletic 

fields, she will not support any more athletic fields. She added that there 

are classes that the town land managers can attend regarding best practices 

for organic solutions.  
 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). R. Hellstrom MOVED 

to enter into Executive Session at 8:52pm for Personnel. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0. R. Hellstrom MOVED to end the Executive Session with 

no action taken at 9:12 pm. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. 

13. ADJOURNMENT: R. Hellstrom MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 

9:13 pm. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 

TRANSFER #/AMOUNT FROM A/C# DESCRIPTION TO A/C# DESCRIPTION 

2019-062 / $550.00 10-4410-630 / Rental 

10-4410-600 / 

Repairs/Maint. 

2019-063 / $100.00 10-4410-630 / Rental 

10-4410-610 / 

Bldgs/Grounds Rep/Maint. 

2019-064 / $300.00 

10-4420-515 / Contracted 

Services 10-4420-500 / Prof/Tech 

2020-003 / $700.00 10-4260-230 / Electricity 

10-4260-515 / Contracted 

Services 



   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, July 2, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

 

Members Present: First Selectman, Steven M. Everett; Deputy Selectman, Robert 

Hellstrom; Selectman, Lisa Napolitano; Selectman, William O’Brien; Selectman, Jeff 

Viens. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter; Finance Director, Beverly Ciurylo; 

Tree Warden, Andy Andrews. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda 

for July 2, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for June 18, 2019. S. 

Everett MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for June 

18, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 Tree Removal.  S. Everett explained that the Department of Public Works 

Director, George Murphy submitted a letter to the BOS requesting an 

increase of $50,000 for hazardous tree removal. A. Andrews explained the 

severity of the trees affected by Gypsy Moths and the Emerald Ash Borer 

that are on Town property. S. Everett asked if these trees are just along the 

roadways that need attention. A. Andrews stated that yes, the trees are on 

Town-owned land. S. Everett stated that he would like to take a ride with 

A. Andrews to take a look firsthand of the damage. L. Napolitano stated 

that she met with the State Forester and it was explained to her that there 

is a six-year bell curve and we are in the first couple of years. S. Everett 

MOVED to table the 50,000 requests until next BOS Meeting on July 16, 

2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

5.2 Capital Transfers and Setting of Town Meeting. S. Everett MOVED to 

set a Town Meeting on July 16, 2019 at 6:45 pm in the Town Hall 

Conference Room for Capital Transfers. CLAUSE 1: To transfer $10,000 

from the 2018-2019 Contingency account (10-4800-900) to the Capital 

account titled Preliminary Design & Cost Estimate (20-6189-001) in order 

to cover the cost above the 2018-2019 budget as well as projected costs of 

engineering and design fees for Capital Projects.  CLAUSE 2: To 

appropriate an additional $10,000 from the General Fund as of July 1, 

2019 to the Capital account titled DPW Capital Improvements-Buildings 

(20-6206-002) for projected costs above the 2019-2020 budget for 

completion of the Public Works Salt Shed. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 



   

 

 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None. 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None. 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

8.1 CIRMA Members’ Equity Distribution. M. Walter explained that 

CIRMA will be giving an members’ equity distribution this year to the 

Town of Columbia for $8,934.00. 

8.2 Horace Porter School RFP’s for Generator, Surveillance Cameras 

and Classroom Phone Systems. M. Walter explained that all 3 RFPs 

have been issued.  

8.3 M. Walter explained that at the last FiPAC meeting they requested 

presentations from Open Space and Rec Department, and he asked if July 

17th is a good time to have Open Space present. The BOS consensus is the 

July 17th date will work. M. Walter will confirm with FiPAC on the July 

17th date.  

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 Article in The Chronicle on Fireworks and Eaglet. 

9.2 Article in The Chronicle on Hop River State Park Trail. 

9.3 Moody’s Investors Service Report.  
 

10. BUDGET:  

 

10.1 Transfers: S. Everett respective accounting for $7,586.00. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

 

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION TO A/C# DESCRIPTION 

2019 #050 / $704.00 10-4112-120 / Telephone 10-4112-230 / Electricity  

2019 #051 / $41.00 10-4417-240 / Fuel 10-4116-230 / Electricity 

2019 #052 / $57.00 10-4417-230 / Electricity 10-4117-230 / Electricity 

2019 #053 / $634.00 10-4260-230 / Electricity 10-4260-230 / Electricity 

2019 #054 / $55.00 10-4640-240 / Fuel 10-4640-230 / Electricity 

2019 #55 / $475.00 10-4410-600 / Repairs/Maint 

10-4410-610 / 

Bldgs/Grounds/Rep/Maint 

2019 #56 / $100.00 10-4410-600 / Repairs/Maint 10-4410-710 / Prof. Development 

2019 #57 / $20.00 

10-4250-540 / Community 

Outreach 10-4250-110 / Postage 

2019 #58 / $3,425.00 

10-4112-040 / Group 

Insurance 10-4132-010 / Salaries-Assessor 

2019 #59 / $1,900.00 

10-4112-040 / Group 

Insurance 10-4260-010 / Salaries-Sr. Center 

2019 #60 / $175.00 10-4520-130 / Legal Notice 

10-4520-010 / Salaries-

Inland/Wetlands 



   

 

10.2 Refunds: None. 

 

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Authorize 

the payment of bills consisting of $214,280.41 for a total payment 18/19 

Emergency and 18/19 Regular, 2019-20 Emergency and 19/20 Regular 

that consists of Library Grant Payment 1 of 4, Credit Card and Paychex. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: A. Dunnack,103 Lake Rd. asked how 

much does it cost to have a town meeting? M. Walter stated that the cost is 

associated with the legal notice and depends on the word length.  A. 

Dunnack stated that G. Murphy made it very clear that the trees were an 

ongoing problem and that the budget is too low for the tree removal.  

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: L. Napolitano asked for the 

schedule of chemicals that are being used at Rec Park and would like the 

information to be available to the public. M. Walter stated he will get L. 

Napolitano the information she requested.  

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). S. Everett MOVED to 

go into Executive Session at 7:49 pm with Mark Walter, Town 

Administrator for real estate and pending litigation. MOTION CARRIED 

5.0. S. Everett MOVED to end the Executive Session with no action taken 

at 8:08 pm. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

15. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 

8:09 pm. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 

 

 



RFP Analogue IP Phone System for Horace W. porter School 
Solicitation Number 2019-3 

BID OPENING 07/15/19 @ 3:00 pm 
DATE NAME COMPANY BID PRICE SUBMITTED 

7/15/19 Robert Johnston Hilltop Technologies $11,945.04 

7/15/19 Nancy Sardi  Ferguson American Business 
Telephone and 
Technologies, LLC 

$22,206.37 

7/15/19 Steffania Volto Allied Communications $12,556.00 

 



RFP Emergency Generator for Horace W. Porter School 
Solicitation Number 2019-2 

BID OPENING 07/15/19 @ 3:30 pm 
DATE NAME COMPANY BID PRICE SUBMITTED 

7/15/19 Shaji Habib Technology International, 
Inc. 

$61,376.00 
Annual Maintenance Agreement 
included 

7/15/19 Joseph D. Netter Ramsay-Bliese Corp. DBA 
Leete Generator 

$47,900.00 
No Annual Maintenance Agreement 
included in the Bid 

7/15/19 Robert Lockwood Power Edge  $52,800.00  
Annual Maintenance Agreement 
included. 

7/15/19 Aaron Dupont Tiles in Style LLC 
DBA Taza Supplies 

$34,500.00 
No Annual Maintenance Agreement 
included   

 



RFP Surveillance Security System for Horace W. porter School 
Solicitation Number 2019-1 

BID OPENING 07/15/19 @ 4:00 pm 
DATE NAME COMPANY BID PRICE SUBMITTED 

7/15/19 Jonathan Sadlon Johnson Control Base Bid: $102,519.91, Annual Maintenance/Inspection $9,352.86 
Alternative 1: $12,040.73,  Additional Annual Maint./Insp. $976.89 
Alternative 2: $15,153.27,  Additional Annual Maint./Insp. $1,194.34 
Total Lump Sum Price: $129,713.91, $11,524.09/year 

7/15/19 Dominic DuBaldo DuBaldo Security 
Systems, Inc. 

Base Bid: $104,746.00 
Alternative 1: $10,985.00 
Alternative 2: $18,032.00 
Total Lump Sum Price: $133,763.00 

7/15/19 Neal Kerr Security Technologies, 
Inc. 

Base Bid: $105,173.60 
Alternative 1: $10,759.75 
Alternative 2: $14,779.60 
Total Lump Sum Price: $130,712.95 

7/15/19 Gerard LePine LePine Electric Base Bid: $112,300.00 
Alternative 1: $11,200.00 
Alternative 2: $16,450.00 
Total Lump Sum Price: $139,950.00 

7/15/19 Kenneth J. Macleod Valley Communications 
Systems, Inc. 

Base Bid: $126,588.45 
Alternative 1: $11,432.35 
Alternative 2: $16,097.43 
Total Lump Sum Price: $154,118.23 
 

7/15/19 David LeCours Three-Way 
Communications, Inc. 

Base Bid: $119,500.00 
Alternative 1: $11,385.00 
Alternative 2: $16,875.00 
Total Lump Sum Price: $147,760.00 

7/15/19 Sophia Christina Aravidis NPS International, LLC. Base Bid: $54,923.00 
Alternative 1: $8,178.00 
Alternative 2: $11,111.00 
Total Lump Sum Price: $74,212.00 

 



LAKE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
July 10, 2019 

Mr. Steven M. Everett 
First Selectman 
323 Route 87, Yeoman’s Hall 
Columbia, CT  06237 
 
RE:  Application for Installing a Raft 
  Ms. Angela Sposito, 23 Woodland Terrace #1, Columbia, CT 
 
On June 25, 2019, Ms. Angela Sposito, of 23 Woodland Terrace #1, Columbia, CT submitted an application for 
permit to install a raft on their property. 
 
On Wednesday, July 10, 2019 the Lake Management Advisory Committee (LMAC) discussed the application at 
their regularly scheduled meeting. Ms. Sposito and her niece, Marybeth Murdoch were at the meeting to discuss 
the application.  At the meeting the property owner amended their application to install a new raft, 
approximately 8’‐0” x 8’‐0” off the property and not attached to the seawall. The outer most portion of the raft 
would be located no greater than 75 feet from the shoreline. The proposal locates the raft centered on the mid‐
point line of the distance between the property lines. 
 
After review, it is the recommendation of LMAC to the Board of Selectmen that this permit be approved and the 
following conditions should be considered: 

1. The new raft will be no larger than 10’‐0” x 10’‐0”. 
2. The outermost portion of the raft will be located no more than 75 feet from the lakefront property 

line and centered on the mid‐point line of the distance between the side property lines. 
3. The raft will be located a minimum of 10’‐0” from the existing lakefront property line (seawall) and 

from the existing dock. 
4. The existing wooden dock will be removed before the installation of the new dock. 
5. The applicant will insure the construction of the new raft will be of sound materials and shall not 

adversely affect the quality of the Lake water or aquatic life. 
6. The raft must meet the Lake Guidelines for such structures. 

 
Your consideration in this manner is appreciated. 
 
Respectfully Submitted; 
 

Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
 
Robert R. Powell, Jr. 
Chairman, Permit Application Sub‐Committee 
Lake Management Advisory Committee 















 

Town of Columbia 

Financial Planning and Allocation Commission 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room  

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT. 06237 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Audience of Citizens 

4. Approval of Minutes: 

4.1. FiPAC Regular Meeting Minutes of June 19, 2019. 

5. Correspondence 

6. Old Business  

7. New Business 

7.1. Presentation from Trust for Public Lands and Open Space 

Committee on The Proposed Columbia Community Forest. 

7.2. Questions and Answers. 

8. Transfers 

9. Next Meeting 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D). 

11. Adjournment 
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