
   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 – Immediately Following Special Town Meeting 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Robert Hellstrom, Deputy 

Selectman; William O’Brien Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; Judy Ortiz, 

Selectman.  

 

Also Present: Mark Walter, Town Administrator 

 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to add to the Agenda 

under Town Administrators Report 9.7, Proclamation for Karl Then. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda as 

Amended. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 BOS Meeting Minutes for January 7, 2020. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the Minutes for January 7, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 

6.1 Discussion regarding which Town Departments should be invited to 

review their respective budgets at the next BOS Budget Workshops on 

2/4/20, 2/11/20 & 2/18/20 (tentative). S. Everett stated we will schedule 2 

or 3 departments to present their budgets at each meeting. He stated that 

we will keep the BOS updated on when those departments will present. He 

stated that tentatively the BOS may have a meeting on 2/11/20. 

 

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

7.1 Application of Chris and Lynn Connaughty for replacement of a dock 

at 36 Erdoni Rd. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the application to Chris 

and Lynn Connaughty at 36 Erdoni Rd. upon the recommendations set 

forth by LMAC; subject to necessary approvals by Inland Wetlands and 

Watercourses Commission and obtaining building permits. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

7.2 Application of Stephen and Louise Cooke for the replacement of a 

dock at 112 Route 87. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the application 

to Stephen and Louise Cooke at 112 Route 87 upon the recommendations 

set forth by LMAC; subject to necessary approvals by Inland Wetlands 

and Watercourses Commission and obtaining building permits. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

7.3 Application of Robert Sullivan to replace an existing stone seawall 

and two existing wooden docks at 7 Nuhfer Dr. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the application to Robert Sullivan at 7 Nuhfer Dr. upon the 

recommendations set forth by LMAC; subject to necessary approvals by 



   

Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission and obtaining building 

permits. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS:  

8.1 Approval to Appoint Jack Dooley to the Youth Services Committee. 

W. O’Brien stated he is pleased that Jack Dooley will be joining the Youth 

Services Committee and asked the BOS to approve his application W. 

O’Brien MOVED to Appoint Jack Dooley to the Youth Services 

Committee. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 Social Worker Update. M. Walter stated that he has been working with 

Bernadette Derring, Senior Center Director on a job description for a 

social worker. He stated that he that he met with the Hunger Action Team 

and Teresa Giordano, Executive of AHM and he was told that 

Marlborough has the same interest in hiring a social worker. He said that 

he and B. Derring will be meeting with AHM and Marlborough to discuss 

having a social worker employed under AHM that would service both 

Columbia and Marlborough. L. Napolitano asked if we could contract with 

an independent social worker. S. Everett stated that this is something we 

are looking into as well.  

9.2 Solar Analysis Update. M. Walter stated he is working with Adam Teff 

of Greenskies on the solar analysis and ran the software product that looks 

at the lifetime production of the solar panels. The graph indicates the 

lifetime kWh production from the arrays. The cost of the solar on the town 

buildings has been $0 because those arrays were purchased with a grant. 

The school’s arrays have only been on for about a year, with a savings of 

$14,080.50. He stated that the school is showing a savings of over 50% a 

year. He stated that he will continue to monitor the solar analysis. 

9.3 Rec Park Update. M. Walter said there has been a lot of progress on the 

road in Rec Park and it is half-way done. He stated that Public Works has 

used some of the stones to help build a stonewall to help reduce cost for 

guard rails. 

9.4 Jacob Osborne Transfer Station Attendant. M. Walter notified the BOS 

of 3 new part-time employees. 

9.5 Nicole Morey Recreation Department Assistant. 

9.6 Stephen Pulaski Part-time Plow Driver. 

9.7 Proclamation for Karl Then. S. Everett stated that LMAC had asked the 

BOS to sign a Proclamation of enduring gratitude for Karl Then. He said 

that Karl loved Columbia and loved the lake. S. Everett MOVED that we 

have a proclamation of enduring gratitude to present to his family at a later 

date. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 CT State Trooper Monthly Report for December 2019. 

10.2 Article in Journal Inquirer “100th foundation fixed; new applications 

accepted beginning Monday.” 

10.3 Article in The Chronicle “Senior center expands van service.” 

10.4 Article in The Chronicle “Tourism district looks for town reps.” 

 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers: None. 



   

11.2 Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to refund 32.32 to Ryan Duffy. 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$32.32 TOWN OF 

COLUMBIA 

RYAN J. DUFFY 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $56,438.74, consisting of 2019-2020 

Emergency, 2019-2020 Regular, Credit Card and Paychex. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

13. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

 

14. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien asked where we were at 

with the dedication to Lou Scotti in the Annual Report. J. LaVoie stated 

that the draft is being prepared and will be ready for final edits shortly. L. 

Napolitano asked that the Agenda and supporting documents be sent to 

BOS at least 24 hours before the meeting. 

 

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to Adjourn at 7:36 pm. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 


