
   

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: First Selectman, Steven M. Everett; Deputy Selectman, Robert 

Hellstrom; Selectman, Lisa Napolitano; Selectman, William O’Brien; Selectman, Jeffrey 

Viens. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett added 9.4, Sustainable CT to the 

Agenda. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda as revised for May 

21, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for May 7, 2019. J. Viens 

MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for May 7, 2019. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS: None. 

7. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH: None. 

 

8. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None. 

 

9. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

9.1 Memorial Day Observance. M. Walter shared information on the 

Memorial Day Observance program that will be held on May 27th at 9:00 

in Yeomans Hall. The ceremony will be held in the hall and then will 

proceed to the green to lay the wreath and the raising and lowering of the 

flag. The program will continue to all three cemeteries.  

9.2 CRCOG Services Summary. M. Walter shared the Capital Region 

Council of Governments (CRCOG) summary services that include 

municipal services, policy development and planning, public safety and 

homeland security, and transportation planning. He encouraged the BOS 

to go the website https://crcog.org/ for further information.  

9.3 Public Hearing on Zoning Fee Ordinance Scheduled for June 4, 2019. 

M. Walter shared the recommendation from Planning and Zoning on 

changes in the Zoning Fee’s. J. Viens asked about the language in the 

ordinance pertaining to prohibited uses; in particular “To further assist in 

the interpretation of permitted uses, certain uses are listed as prohibited in 

https://crcog.org/


   

a district even though the listing of uses prohibited is not intended to be 

exhaustive; any use not specified as permitted in the district is prohibited.”  

M. Walter stated he will check on the language in the ordinance and report 

back to the BOS. 

9.4 Sustainable CT Committee Meeting on May 22, 2019. M. Walter stated 

that we will be hosting a Sustainable CT kickoff meeting to the town 

committees and board chairs on May 22nd in Yeomans Hall. We will have 

two guest speakers; Lynn Stoddard, Director of Sustainable CT, Institute 

of Sustainable Energy, ECSU and Kait Hershey, Representative from the 

Town of Hebron’s Green Team. 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

10.1 Email Thanking George Murphy and Brian Paul on the Columbia Baseball 

Fields. 

10.2 Article in The Chronicle regarding “Columbia to vote on budget plan.” 

10.3 Article in The Chronicle regarding “Columbia budget is easily approved.” 

10.4 Article in The Chronicle regarding “Forum takes stance against legal pot.” 

 

11. BUDGET:  

11.1 Transfers: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Transfers of $5,700.00 to 

the noted accounts. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 
FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 
TO A/C# 

DESCRIPITON 

2019-038 / $500.00 
10-4132-500 / 

Professional/Tech 
10-4132-770 / 

Transportation 

2019-039 / $200.00 
10-4133-710 / Professional 

Improvement 10-4133-300 / Supplies 

2019-040 / $300.00 
10-4260-710 / Professional 

Improvement 10-4260-300 / Supplies 

2019-041 / $1,000.00 10-4260-230 / Electricity 10-4260-240 / Fuel 

2019-042 / $300.00 10-4570-110 / Postage 10-4570-300 / Supplies 

2019-043 / $3,300.00 
10-4112-040 / Group 

Insurance 
10-4320-500 / 

Professional/Tech 

2019-044 / $100.00 104260-230 / Electricity 
10-4260-515 / Contracted 

Services 

 

11.2 Refunds: None. 

12. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $142,465.07 to the payment of bills to 2018-

2019 Emergency, 2018-2019 Regular, Credit Card, and Paychex. 

MOTIONS CARRIED 5.0. 

 

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien stated that AHM is 

hosting a strategic planning process for the Columbia focus group for 

youth services on June 3, 2019 from 6:00 to 7:00 pm in Yeomans Hall and 

extended the invitation to the BOS. L. Napolitano shared information for a 

class on organic land care for town properties if anyone would be 

interested. L. Napolitano has contacted a CT DEEP Forester to come and 

meet with her on Thursday, May 23rd to discuss forest health and extended 



   

the invitation to anyone who would like to attend. J. Viens asked if a letter 

can be drafted from the BOS to Tim Ackert and Cathy Osten regarding  

the BOS’s opposition to the proposed State tolls and the funding of 

teacher’s pensions. Discussion ensued. S. Everett stated that if J. Viens 

would like to draft the letter and whoever wants to sign it can sign it.  

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). 1. S. Everett MOVED 

to enter into Executive Session at 7:27 pm for personnel matters with M. 

Walter present. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. S. Everett MOVED to end the 

Executive Session at 7:38 pm.  

 

14.1 Town Administrator Contract. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

renewal of Mark Walter, Town Administrator’s employment contract. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

  

15. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 

7:40 pm. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 



   

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: First Selectman, Steven M. Everett; Deputy Selectman, Robert 

Hellstrom; Selectman, Lisa Napolitano; Selectman,  Jeffrey Viens; Selectman, William 

O’Brien 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda 

with the following changes: Under New Business Add 5.4 New Business 

IT Security Assessment. MOTION CARRIED 4.0.  

W. O’Brien arrived at 7:03 pm. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for April 16, 2019. R. 

Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the Minutes for April 16, 2019. MOTION 

CARRIED 4.0. 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS: None.  

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 FOIA - Request to Redact Residential Address. M. Walter provided an 

updated form for the FOIA Act, Request to Redact Residential Address to 

the BOS. M. Walter explained that General Statues 1-217 (c) (2) provides 

residents that fall under a specific category the ability to make a request to 

have their residential address protected from disclosure.   

5.2 Tax Collector Suspense List. M. Walter explained that the accounts 

listed on the suspense list are removed from consideration as assets for the 

Town of Columbia. This keeps the collectible reporting as accurate as 

possible. These taxes are not abated, and we do collect accounts on the 

suspense list each year.  

5.3 Waive Requirement for Bid Process Regarding Refinishing Tennis & 

Basketball Court. M. Walter explained we only had 2 bids to repair the 

basketball and tennis courts because there are only 2 companies in our 

area that perform this type of work. M. Walter requested that the BOS 

waive the requirement for 3 bids to refinish the tennis and basketball 

courts. M. Walter stated that the recommendation to handle both projects 

is Constantine Paving & Sealing for a total of $32, 298.00. S. Everett 

explained that there have been discussions on how to use the Brand money 

to refurbish or repair both courts and in order to continue to move forward 

on these projects for Rec Park we will be using the previously designated 

funds for the new pavilion at Rec Park. The Brand money will be used to 

build the new pavilion. S. Everett MOVED to Authorize resurfacing the 



   

tennis courts with previously designated funds for the pavilion to fix the 

tennis court. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. S. Everett MOVED to Approve 

previously designated funds from the pavilion for the basketball court. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. S. Everett MOVED to Authorize the Town of 

Columbia to enter into a contract with Constantine Paving & Sealing for 

both the basketball court and the tennis court for $32, 298.00. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

5.4 IT Security Audit: M. Walter explained he attended training at CIRMA 

and found that Municipalities are one of the highest targets for cyber-

attacks. Novus Insight will be able to perform an assessment of the 

Town’s IT security and will specifically look into the separation of duties 

for employees, payroll, and accounting systems. After the assessment, 

Novus will provide employee training. M. Walter explained that the 

school has already started the project with Novus. M. Walter is 

recommending that we enter into a contract with Novus Insight to provide 

the IT Security Audit. He stated that we can transfer funds from 

contingency to cover the costs. S. Everett MOVED to Authorize Town 

Administrator, Mark Walter to enter into a contract with Novus Insight for 

IT security assessment on the Town of Columbia. S. Everett amended the 

MOTION. S. Everett MOVED to Authorize Town Administrator, Mark 

Walter to enter into a contract with Novus Insight for IT security 

assessment on the Town of Columbia at a cost of $13, 850.00. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

6.1 Application for Permit to Install a Raft at 166 Rte. 87 for Mr. & Mrs. 

Eric Sodergren. S. Everett MOVED to Allow the Sodergrens to put in a 

new raft in the designated position recommended by LMAC. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: S. Everett stated that Joanne 

Prague Doyle gave her resignation from the Board of Education. J. Viens 

MOVED to Accept Joanne Prague Doyle’s Resignation. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: M. Walter provided an overview 

on several key issues at a recent CCM meeting that included tolls and 

teacher’s retirement. CCM is emphasizing that if the State is looking to 

shift the funding of teacher’s retirement to the towns, that the State 

considers modifications to the MBR calculations, revise burden of proof on 

special education, cap teacher’s retirement services, and adding another tier 

to the Connecticut Municipal Employees Retirement System (CMERS). M. 

Walter explained that several towns and cities are putting together 

resolutions stating that they are against the funding of the teacher’s 

retirement and the BOS should look at putting together their own resolution 

to send to the State. J. Viens stated he would like to put a resolution 

together.  

 



   

M. Walter updated the BOS on a question asked about the circulation of 

The Chronicle. He  explained the circulation on the chronicle 428 home, 

1200 free papers, 70 web accounts 

 
9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 Letter to the State of CT Office of the Secretary of State Regarding 

the “List of Office to be Filled.” S. Everett explained that the Town 

Clerk sends the State of CT Office of the Secretary of State Regarding the 

List of Offices to be filled.  

9.2 Article in The Chronicle Regarding FiPAC Public Hearing on 4/24/19. 
 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: S. Everett MOVED to Authorize Transfers to the departments 

listed on the attached paperwork. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

10.2 Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to Authorize the refunds of $728.65 to the 5 

recipients attached.  

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

2019 #028 / $250.00 10-4112-030 / Workers Comp 10-4112-240 / Fuel 

2019 #029 / $25.00 10-4132-300 / Supplies 10-4132-110 / Postage 

2019 #030 /$ 400.00 10-4410-120 / Telephone 10-4410-300 / Supplies 

2019 #031 / $100.00 10-4410-120 / Telephone 

10-4410-710 / Professional 

Development 

2019 #032 / $400.00 10-4420-500 / Prof/Tech 10-4420-300 / Supplies 

2019 #033 / $200.00 10-4670-140 / Advertising 10-4670-770 / Transportation 

2019 #034 / $600.00 10-4260-230 / Electricity 10-4260-240 / Fuel 

2019 #035 / $7,142.00 

10-4112-040 / Group 

Insurance 

10-4112-022 / 

Unemployment Comp 

2019 #036 / $6,205.00 10-4800-900 / Contingency 

10-4410-610 / Bldgs/Grounds 

Rep/Maint 

2019 #037 / $13,850.00 10-4800-900 / Contingency 10-4113-500 / Prof/Tech 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$106.86 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Toyota Lease Trust 

$412.87 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Toyota Lease Trust 

$120.81 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Toyota Lease Trust 

$14.64 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Leo R. Desautels 

$73.47 TOWN OF COLUMBIA WH Rose HP Fairfield LLC 



   

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: L. Napolitano asked if we could do 

an analysis comparing 2018 and 2019 for electrical bills. M. Walter stated 

he will get that information. S. Everett MOVED to Authorize the payment 

of bills consisting of 18/19 Emergency, 18/19 Regular, Credit Card, and 

Paychex totaling $141,367.36 on the stated attachments. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: A. Dunnack asked if the tennis courts 

would be repaired or rebuilt. W. Walter stated that we are repairing the 

tennis courts, not re-building. Glenn Nicol’s asked if the Town ever 

considered using hydro from the runoff of the dam on Columbia Lake. M. 

Walter explained that the challenge we have is the lake was designed to 

hold water and that when the lake gets low the water stops flowing over 

the dam. This makes the option of using hydro unfeasible due to the 

possibility of water not flowing 12 months a year.  

 

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: L. Napolitano asked if we should 

look into getting a Forester to give us an assessment on our trees.  S. 

Everett asked L. Napolitano to look into this and report back.  

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A).S. Everett MOVED to 

enter into Executive Session at 7:49 pm to discuss Real Estate with M. 

Walter, Town Administrator; J. LaVoie, Executive Administrative 

Assistant; Glenn Nichols Sr., and Glenn Nichols Jr. present. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. S. Everett MOVED to end the Executive Session at 8:02 

pm and enter back into public session.  

 

14.1 S. Everett MOVED to Authorize our Land Use Department in conjunction 

with the Town’s legal counsel to start the appropriate procedures 

necessary to allow the purchase of a Town-owned strip of land (approx. 

50’ x 200’) at the end of Tunxis Dr. cul-de-sac to Glen Nichols, Jr. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN at 8:04 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The next meeting of the BOS is 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 7:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 



Town of Columbia 

MEMORIAL DAY 

OBSERVANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 27, 2019 at 9:00 am 

Yeomans Hall 

“Let no vandalism of avarice or 
neglect, no ravages of time testify 
to the present or to the coming 
generations that we have forgotten 
as a people the cost of a free and 
undivided republic.” 

 

-- General Logan, 1868 Founder of Memorial Day 



 

 

PROGRAM 

(Ceremony will start in Yeomans Hall) 

Welcome     Steven M. Everett 

      First Selectman 

 

 

National Anthem    Melissa Rood 

 

 

Dedication of POW/MIA Flagpole  Steven M. Everett 

       

 

  

Invocation     Pastor Betsey Polglase 

      Congregational Church 

 

 

Moment of Silence to Honor The Fallen Steven M. Everett 

       

 

   

 

Reflections of Memorial Day  John Pires 

      Lieutenant Colonel,  

      US Army Ret.  

 

 

Placement of Wreath   Columbia Scouts BSA 

 

 

Raising & lowering of the Flag   Veterans 

to half-staff    

       

 

Sounding of TAPS   

PROGRAM 

Proceed on foot to Revolutionary War Cemetery 

(“Old Yard”) adjacent to St. Columba Church 

 

Moment of Silence & Sounding of TAPS 

 

 

    

Proceed on foot to Center Cemetery 

 

Moment of Silence & Sounding of TAPS 

 

Flag lowered to half-staff  Columbia Scouts BSA Flag Detail 

 

 

 

Motorcade procession to West Street Center  

Cemetery 

 

Moment of Silence & Sounding of TAPS 

 

Flag lowered to half-staff  Columbia Scouts BSA Flag Detail

   



 
 
 

TO:    Columbia Board of Selectmen  

FROM:    Paula Stahl, Town Planner 

DATE:    May 16, 2019  

RE:  Zoning Fee Ordinance 

 

At the  March 19th Board of Selectman’s  Public Hearing, two members of the PZC asked that the 
proposal be referred back to them for reconsideration.   The Public Hearing was continued to June 4th. 

After the Public Hearing, the PZC has had an opportunity to reconsider their previous recommendation  
and on May 13th unanimously approved the following motion. 

 

R. Nassiff MOVED to recommend to the Board of Selectmen that the fees on page one of the 
Draft Fee Ordinance reflect no increase,  and the other fees of the proposal be approved as 
previously submitted.  E.J. Starkel SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 7:0:0.  

 

Below is the updated recommendation (in blue) from the PZC for page 1 of the proposed  Fee 
Ordinance; they recommend no change to the other proposed fees. (Minutes attached)   
 
 
Zoning Permit / Certificate of Zoning Compliance 

New Primary Building (up to 4 inspections):  $100   [no change] 

Re‐inspections:  $25 each before Zoning Certificate  [no change] 

New or addition to accessory/secondary building  
 or addition to primary building:  $50   $25 ‐ no change [currently $25]   
  (i.e. barn, garage, in‐ground pool, deck)  

Minor accessory structure:  $25  $10 – no change [currently $10] 
  (i.e. storage shed, solar panels) 

Temporary Certificate of Zoning Compliance   $100   [no change] 

Interior Renovations:  $25   $10 – no change [currently $10] 

Home Occupation  $25    [no change] 

Release letter from Land Records  $100   [no change] 

Sign permit  $25 per application to ZEO     [no change] 

Other matters requiring staff review    
  with no zoning permit required:  $25    [new fee] –  no new fee  

 

  TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

323 Jonathan Trumbull Highway, Columbia, CT 06237 
(860) 228-0440 FAX: (860) 228-2847 

 
Building & Land Use Department 
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TOWN OF COLUMBIA 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

Monday, May 13, 2019   7:00 pm 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Members Present:  Chairman Rick Nassiff, Vice Chair Vera Englert, Don Schofield, Thomas Currier, Richard Napolitano,  
E.J. Starkel, Larry Preston (Alternate)  
Members Excused: Robert Powell, Walt Tabor (Alternate)  
Staff Present: Town Planner Paula Stahl  
Others Present:  None 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  R. Nassiff called the meeting to order at 7:02pm after a moment of silence for the passing of Cindee 
Hodge.  

2. ROLL CALL AND SEATING OF ALTERNATES:  L. Preston was SEATED for R. Powell 

3. ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA:  None 

4. APPROVAL OF PZC REGULAR MEETING MINUTES of April 22, 2019.  EJ Starkel MOVED to APPROVE the 04/22/2019 
meeting minutes as presented; D. Schofield SECONDED; MOTION CARRIED 7:0:0 

5. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  None 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS (Discussion/Possible Action)  

6.1.   Reconsideration of Fee Schedule. 

P. Stahl shared page one with the fees changed to reflect no increase to the fees as the PZC had discussed at the 
April meeting.  Members discussed the PZC fees shown on page two, and felt they were reasonable, and noted that 
the fees would only partially cover the time needed by all the land use staff to review a project.  They discussed the 
escrow provisions for fees to review proposed roads, for road construction supervision and for legal costs,  and felt 
they were reasonable.  R. Nassiff noted that the fees listed on page one are those used every day by town residents 
when they add a deck, or put up a shed.  By not increasing those fees, it sends a message to town residents that the 
town works to keep costs down.    

R. Nassiff MOVED to recommend to the Board of Selectmen that the fees on page one of the Draft Fee Ordinance 
reflect no increase,  and the other fees of the proposal be approved as previously submitted.  E.J. Starkel 
SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 7:0:0.  

7. NEW BUSINESS:  None 

8. REGULATION REVISIONS 

8.1.    Revised Draft Commercial Zoning Regulations.   

P. Stahl shared the revised draft zoning map.  R. Nassiff felt that at the next meeting a public hearing date could be set.  

9. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS:  None 

10. COMMISSION OPEN DISCUSSION:  None 

11. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  None 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1‐200(6)(B):  None  

13. ADJOURNMENT:   R. Nassiff MOVED to ADJOURN; EJ Starkel SECONDED; MOTION CARRIED 7:0:0.  
The meeting was ADJOURNED at 7:36pm 

 
Respectfully submitted by Paula Stahl, Town Planner  
Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for approval of these minutes and any corrections hereto. 



- Human Resources

- IT Services

- Energy Consortia

- Natural Gas

- ezIQC

- Crumbling Foundations

- Election Monitoring

- Committees/Councils

- Brownfields

- Natural Hazard Mitigation

- Sustainability

- Complete Streets

- Development

- Regional GIS

- Publications and Studies

- Committees

 
 

- Emergency Support Functions

- Training and Exercises

- Committees

- Functional Needs Inclusive

   Planning E-Library

- Core Plans

- Multi-Modal Planning

- Operations & Management

- Funding Opportunities

- Performance Measures

- Performance Based Planning

Municipal
Services

 
 

 
 

Policy Development
& Planning

Public Safety &
Homeland Security

 
 

Transportation
Planning

Services Summary

website: https://crcog.org/














