
   

 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, August 20, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

CALL TO ORDER:  

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for August 6, 2019. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 Schedule Public Hearing re: Ordinance Pertaining to Publication of Notice of 

Newly Proposed or Adopted Ordinances. 

5.2 Revised Standard Guidelines for Granting Permission for the Construction 

and Maintenance of Structures on Columbia Lake. 

5.3 Policy Regarding Columbia Lake Water Levels and Dam Management. 

5.4 Approval of Frogtoberfest Half Marathon & 10k. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

7.1 Appointment of Joseph Napolitano to the Columbia Board of Education. 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

8.1 Cindee Hodge Memorial Bench. 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 EastConn Thank you letter to Bernadette Derring, Senior Center Director. 

9.2 Troop K CT. State Police Monthly Report for July 2019. 

9.3 Eastern Equine Encephalitis virus (EEE). 

 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: 

10.2 Refunds: 

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: 

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:  

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). 

14.1 Pending Litigation. 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT:  



   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

 

Members Present: Deputy Selectman, Robert Hellstrom; Selectman, Lisa Napolitano; 

Selectman, Jeff Viens. 

 

Members Absent: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; William O’Brien, Selectman. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter; Tim Anderson, Member of the Board 

of Trustees for the Columbia Congregational Church. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: R. Hellstrom called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: R. Hellstrom MOVED to add under 

Columbia Lake/Dam/Beach,  6.1 Application for Construction on 

Columbia Lake for Alfred Therrien, 132 B Route 87. MOTION 

CARRIED 3.0. R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the Agenda as revised 

for August 6, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for July 16, 2019. L. 

Napolitano MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for 

July 16, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 Columbia Congregational Church walkway. T. Anderson explained 

about the plans and status of the repair of the church’s front steps with the 

removal of the cement walkway from the center of the Church steps to the 

“Walk of Honor” pathway and replacing it with grass. M. Walter asked the 

BOS to make a motion approving the Church’s plan and to authorize the 

Public Works department to assist with removing the walkway on the 

Town Green side of the “Walk of Honor.” J. Viens MOVED to Approve 

the Church’s plan and to let public works remove the walkway from the 

Lions Walk of Honor to Rte. 87. MOTION CARRIED 3.0.  

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

6.1 Application for Construction on Columbia Lake for Alfred Therrien, 

132 B Route 87. J. Viens MOVED to Approve the application for repair 

to an existing seawall for Alfred Therrien, 132 B, Route 87, as stipulated 

under the recommendations from LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None. 



   

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

8.1 Update on Tax Payments. M. Walter explained the Tax Office provided 

a report that showed the Town had record revenue payments made online 

of $65,932.00 for a single day. 

8.2 New Town Administrator Monthly Newsletter.  

8.3 First Selectman, Steven Everett meet-and-greet, Tuesday, September 

10, 2019, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the Conference Room at Town Hall. 

A. Dunnack of 103 Lake Rd. stated that she received a letter asking her to 

join an online neighborhood Facebook page and asked if the BOS was 

aware of this. L. Napolitano stated that often neighborhood’s will have 

their own Facebook page to keep neighbors informed.  

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 Thank you letter from Covenant Soup Kitchen. 

9.2 Thank you letter from Windham Region No Freeze Project. 
9.3 Out and About article on Columbia. 

9.4 Article on the Spotted Lanterfly. 

9.5 The Chronicle article on Algae found in Columbia Lake. 

9.6 Proclamation for Peter Naumec. 

9.7 Eversource tree work. 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve the following transfers 

$75.00 from Professional/Technical to Salaries, $20.00 from Printing to 

Legal Notices and $295.00 from Contracted Services to 

Professional/Technical for a total of $390.00.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION CARRIED 3.0 

 

10.2 Refunds: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve refunds of $489.67 to Laura 

C. Lawton.  

 

 

 

MOTION CARRIED 3.0. 

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: R. Hellstrom MOVED to Approve 

bills totaling $277,426.45 consisting of 2018-2019 Emergency, 2018-2019 

Regular, 2019-2020 Emergency, 2019-2010 Regular, Credit Card and 

Paychex. MOTION CARRIED 3.0.  

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION TO A/C# DESCRIPTION 

2019 #065 / $75.00 10-4132-500 / Prof/Tech 10-4132-010 / Salaries 

2019 #066 / $20.00 10-4135-520/ Printing 10-4135-130 / Legal Notices 

2019 #067 / $295.00 
10-4420-515 Contracted 

Services 10-4420-500 / Prof/Tech 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$489.67 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Laura C. Lawton 



   

L. Napolitano asked if we could we please supply a record of tracking of 

the solar savings. M. Walter stated he will get that information and report 

back to the BOS. 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: No comments. 

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: L. Napolitano stated that the Town  

did a really nice job paving the road on Cards Mill Rd. 

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). R. Hellstrom MOVED 

to enter into Executive Session at 6:50 pm for Real Estate. MOTION 

CARRIED 3.0. R. Hellstrom MOVED to end the Executive Session with 

no action taken at 6:58 pm. MOTION CARRIED 3.0.  

15. ADJOURNMENT: R. Hellstrom MOVED to ADJOURN 7:31pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 























































































Columbia	Republican	Town	Committee	
Lisa	Napolitano,	Secretary	

7	Hunt	Rd	
Columbia,	Conn.	06237	
Telephone:	860‐234‐0574	
E	Mail:	lisa@qualitysign.us	

 
 
 
 
August 19,2019 
 
Board of Selectmen 
Mark Walter, Town Administrator 
323 Jonathan Trumbull Highway 
Columbia, CT 06237 
 
RE: Board of Education Endorsement  
 
At the regular monthly meeting of the Republican Town committee, August 15, 2019, 
Joseph Napolitano was endorsed to replace Gary Littlefield on the Board of Education. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Lisa Napolitano 
CRTC Secretary 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE          8/19/2019 

 

Eastern Equine Encephalitis Virus Activity in the Area 

 

Residents of the Eastern Highlands Health District are urged to protect 
themselves from mosquito bites. 
 
The State of Connecticut Mosquito Management Program announced on July 31 that 
mosquitoes trapped in the Pachaug State Forest in Voluntown have tested positive for 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis virus (EEE).  These results represented the first EEE 
positive mosquitoes identified in the state by the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station (CAES) this year.  The mosquitoes were Culiseta melanura, a predominately 
bird-biting species 
 
More recently, the Connecticut Department of Agriculture announced August 16th a 
second equine case of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) for 2019.  A fifteen-year-old 
female Mustang horse located in Columbia, CT, was observed on August 11, 2019 by 
stable attendants as having difficulty breathing, acting distressed and unable to stand in 
an open field. The horse was not current on its vaccinations for rabies, EEE, or West 
Nile Virus. The Mustang was humanely euthanized. Diagnostic samples collected at the 
Connecticut Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (CVMDL) at the University of 
Connecticut in Storrs and submitted to the United States Department of Agriculture 
National Veterinary Services Laboratories were confirmed positive for EEE virus. 

“Both the positive mosquitoes in Voluntown, and the positive equine case in Columbia 
are concerning. These early season indicators support the potential for an increase in 
virus activity for our area as the mosquito seasons continues” stated Robert Miller, 
Director of Health for the Eastern Highlands Health District. “We cannot stress enough 
the importance of residents to act to prevent mosquito bites.” 

Eastern equine encephalitis is a rare but serious disease in people.  On average there 
are 6 cases each year in the United States.  In Connecticut, outbreaks of EEE have 
occurred sporadically among horses and domestic pheasants since 1938.  The last 
major outbreak of EEE in the state occurred in 2013 and resulted in one human 
fatality.  In humans, symptoms of EEE appear 4-10 days after being bitten by an 
infected mosquito.  EEE infection can result in one of two types of illness, systemic or 
encephalitic (involving swelling of the brain).  The type of illness will depend on the age 
of the person and other host factors.  It is possible that some people who become 
infected with EEE may be asymptomatic.  Systemic infection has an abrupt onset and is 
characterized by chills, fever, malaise, arthralgia, and myalgia.  Signs and symptoms in  
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encephalitic patients are: fever, headache, irritability, restlessness, drowsiness, 
anorexia, vomiting, diarrhea, cyanosis, convulsions, and coma. 

Approximately a third of all people with EEE die from the disease.  Death usually occurs 
2 to 10 days after onset of symptoms but can occur much later.  Of those who recover, 
many are left with disabling and progressive mental and residual abnormalities, which 
can range from minimal brain dysfunction to severe intellectual impairment, personality 
disorders, seizures, paralysis, and cranial nerve dysfunction. Many patients with severe 
sequelae die within a few years.  No human vaccine against EEE infection or specific 
antiviral treatment for clinical EEE infections is available. 

To reduce the risk of being bitten by mosquitoes residents should: 

Minimize time spent outdoors between dusk and dawn when mosquitoes are most 
active. 

Be sure door and window screens are tight-fitting and in good repair. 

Wear shoes, socks, long pants, and a long-sleeved shirt when outdoors for long 
periods of time, or when mosquitoes are more active.  Clothing should be light 
colored and made of tightly woven materials that keep mosquitoes away from the 
skin. 

Use mosquito netting when sleeping outdoors or in an unscreened structure and to 
protect small babies when outdoors. 

Consider the use of mosquito repellent, according to directions, when it is 
necessary to be outdoors. 

For information on EEE and other mosquito-borne diseases, what can be done to 
prevent getting bitten by mosquitoes, the latest mosquito test results and human 
infections, EHHD residents can visit the Connecticut Mosquito Management Program 

web site at https://portal.ct.gov/mosquito , the Health District website at 
www.ehhd.org . 

 

Contact: Robert Miller 

millerrl@ehhd.org 

860-429-3325 
 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/mosquito
http://www.ehhd.org/
mailto:millerrl@ehhd.org
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