
   

TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Deputy Selectman, Robert Hellstrom; 

William O’Brien, Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman 

 

Absent: Jeff Viens, Selectman. 

 

Also, Present: Director of Public Works, George Murphy, Department of Public Works, Brian 

Paul; Town Administrator, Mark Walter. 

Audience of Citizens:  Ann Dunnack, Susan Kristoff 

 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda with 

the following changes: 

 

3.1 Change to Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for September 3, 2019. 

 

5.2 Remove New Vendor for Website Services. 

 

5.3 Approve to Columbia Open Space request to approve funds from the open 

Space Capital Account for a A-2 Survey on property located at 0 Wells Wood 

Road.  

 

5.4 Add to approve the recommendation from Town of Columbia Chief of Police, legal 

traffic authority, for the additional signage for bicycle safety on Erdoni Road, Lake 

Road, and Hennequin Road. 

 

9.3 Change to Letter from Department of Public Health regarding Eastern Equine 

Encephalitis. 

 

MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for September 3, 2019.  W. O’Brien 

MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for September 3, 2019. 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0 

  



   

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 

4.1 Discussion with Public Works Director, George Murphy, on grounds 

maintenance.  G. Murphy shared that the Town of Columbia does not apply non-

certified, by the DEEP, chemicals to any of Town of Columbia grounds.  

Roundup has not been used since last fall.  G. Murphy explained that Brian Paul 

is the licensed DEEP chemical applicator who was also sent to a conference on 

organic products.  B. Paul indicated that organic products take many applications 

to get the desired results.  B. Paul also indicated that the chemical “Burnout” is 

used at the school grounds and has limited effect. The use of propane flame is 

labor intensive and requires re-application.  The Town has an Integrated Pest 

Management Plan (IPM)  program and is very conscious and restrictive about not 

applying chemicals until needed.  The chemicals used are safe for animals and 

humans when used properly.  L. Napolitano indicated that it would be in the best 

interest of the residents to be notified in advance when chemical applications 

would be applied to the grounds and perhaps post on the Town’s website.  S. 

Everett noted that it is good to notify the residents to keep them educated and 

informed.  S. Everett referred the matter of the communication to the Town 

Administrator’s Office.   

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1  Approval of Updates to the Job Descriptions for the Recreation Assistant and 

Director of Parks and Recreation. S. Everett MOVED to Approve changes to the 

Job Descriptions for the Recreation Assistant and Director of Parks and 

Recreation.  MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0  

 

5.2 New Vendor for Website Services: Removed from Agenda 

 

 5.3  Columbia Open Space Survey Request S. Everett discussed the memo from 

Honor Lawlor, Project Manager from Trust for Public Land.  Discussions held on 

the cost to the town. W. O’Brien asked what the cost would be. A. Dunnack 

discussed the process of the funds between landowners. L. Napolitano shared with 

the board that the public does not know what is going on and the long-range plan 

with the Wells Woods properties and the State of CT. R. Hellstrom stated that the 

public does not attend meetings pertinent to this subject matter. S. Everett 

understood L. Napolitano’s concern for the public. The property is a vital piece 

and valuable to the Town and State. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the 

recommendation from the Columbia’s Open Space Committee to expend from the 

Capital Open Space account to fund an A-2 survey on the 0 Wells Wood property. 

MOTIONED CARRIED 2 YES; S. Everett, W. O’Brien, 1 NO; Lisa Napolitano, 

1 ABSTAINED; R. Hellstrom.  

 

 5.4 Safety Signage for Bicycles  S. Everett MOVED to Approve the recommendation 

from Town of Columbia Chief of Police, legal traffic authority, for the additional 

signage for bicycle safety on Erdoni Road, Lake Road, and Hennequin Road. 

MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

  



   

 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

6.1 Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia Lake-

Albert and Cheryl Shifrin, 3 Sunnyslopes Road, Columbia, CT.  Discussed 

between the Board and structure will be subject to the recommendation of LMAC 

members. W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the Application for Construction of a 

Structure on or Over Columbia Lake-Albert and Cheryl Shifrin, 3 Sunnyslopes 

Road, Columbia, CT subject to recommendation of LMAC.  MOTIONED 

CARRIED 4.0 

 

 6.2 Application for Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia Lake-

Daniel and Kathleen O’Neill, 48 Jonathan Trumbull Highway (Route 87), 

Columbia, CT.  W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the Application for 

Construction of a Structure on or Over Columbia Lake-Daniel and Kathleen 

O’Neill, 48 Jonathan Trumbull Highway, (Route 87), Columbia, CT.  

MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

7.1 Approval to Appoint Stephen Postemsky as Columbia’s Assistant Burning 

Official.  S. Everett MOVED to Approve to Appoint Stephen Postemsky as 

Columbia’s Assistant Burning Official.  MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

 7.2 Resignation of Shane Vertefeuille from the Columbia Recreation 

Commission.  S. Everett MOVED to Accept Resignation of Shane Vertefeuille 

from the Columbia Recreation Commission.  MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

7.2 Resignation of Terri Lasota Current Board Clerk.  S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve to ACCEPT Resignation of Terri Lasota Current Board Clerk.  

MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

7.3 Approval to Appoint Susan Kristoff to Youth Services Committee.  W. 

O’Brien MOVED to Appoint Susan Kristoff to Youth Services Committee.  

MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

8.1 Update on 130 Pine St. Garage Addition.  M. Walter stated that the proper 

permits and setbacks are complying and in line with the Town regulations.   

8.2 Hiring of Florence Polek as Board Clerk.  M. Walter introduced F. Polek as 

new Board Clerk. 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 State Police Monthly Report for August 2019.  Board members discussed the 

report. 

9.2 TVCCA’s Letter of Acknowledgement for the Towns Contribution to the 

Senior Nutrition Program for 2019-2020 Fiscal Year. 

9.3 Letter from Department of Public Health Regarding Eastern Equine 

Encephalitis.  Board members discussed the one human and one horse that 

contracted the disease. 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: S. Everett MOVED to Approve a transfer of $90.00 from the 

Professional/Tech account to the Contracted Services account. 

 



   

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

2020-007 / $ 90.00 
10-4130-500 / Professional/ 

Tech 

10-4130-515 / Contracted 

Services 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0 

 

10.2 Refunds:  

S. Everett MOVED to Approve refunds of totaling to $844.35 

 

AMOUNT FROM  TO  

$ 74.79 TOWN OF COLUMBIA BERNARD J. & LUCY DRABEK 

$122.60 TOWN OF COLUMBIA DUBE BRYAN P 

$583.20 TOWN OF COLUMBIA ENTERPRISE FM TRUST 

$ 63.76 TOWN OF COLUMBIA PARE FRANCIS J 

  MOTION CARRIED 4.0 

 

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: 

S. Everett MOVED to Approve the payment of bills totaling $225,667.88 

consisting of 2019-2020, Emergency, 2019-2020 Regular, Credit Card, and 

Paychex.  MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: 

S. Kristoff introduced herself. She stated she has 31 years of experience as a food 

manager and 25 years working with youth.  W. O’Brien MOVED to Appoint 

Susan Kristoff to Youth Services Committee.  MOTIONED CARRIED 4.0 

 

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: S. Everett reported he attended the federal 

agency round table sponsored by Windham Chamber of Commerce Federal Grant 

Opportunities and reported the ongoing information and programs.  

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D); 

Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); Personnel per 

State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A).   

14.1 Real Estate.  The executive session opened at 8:02 pm.   No action was taken.  

Executive session was adjourned at 8:22 pm. 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT:  

S. Everett MOVED to re-open regular meeting at 8:22pm. MOTION CARRIED 

4.0. S. Everett MOVED to engage in testing the property associated with St. 

Columba Church located on Route 66 on Map 23, Lot 41.  MOTION CARRIED 

3.0 with W. O’Brien ABSTAINING. 

 

S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 8:24 PM. MOTION CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Florence Polek 



   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Deputy Selectman, Robert 

Hellstrom; William O’Brien, Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; Jeff Viens, 

Selectman. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda  

as written for September 3, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for August 20, 2019. S. 

Everett MOVED to Approve the Minutes for August 20, 2019. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 

4.1 Policy Regarding Columbia Lake Water Levels and Dam 

Management. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the revised policy 

governing Columbia Lake Water Levels and Dam Management as 

presented. S. Everett Rescinded his MOTION.  R. Hellstrom referred to 

the Hurricane and Flood Guidelines and asked if there is one person who 

will be making a decision in an emergency or is it a decision that must be 

made jointly by the Chief Gatekeeper, Chair of LMAC, and First 

Selectman. S. Everett recognized Town Council and asked H. Beck to 

respond. H. Beck stated that the guidelines are in the anticipation of a 

major storm, of 1 or 2 days and not during the middle of a storm. S. 

Everett asked Town Council if he could double check the State filed plan. 

H. Beck stated that he will look into clarifying the process in advance of a 

storm and during a storm. W. O’Brien asked to hear from LMAC as to 

why the guidelines were updated. M. Gnazzo, Chair of LMAC responded 

that overall LMAC tried to improve and clarify the policies while moving 

forward. H. Beck stated that there was a need to improve coordination 

between George Murphy, DPW Director and the assistants, issues of 

climate change, and a more flexible approach to closing the dam in the 

winter regarding ice issues and the refilling of the lake.  

4.2 Discussion Regarding Standard Guidelines for Granting Permission 

for the Construction and Maintenance of Structures on Columbia 

Lake. S. Everett asked H. Beck why LMAC decided to update the 

guidelines. H. Beck stated that LMAC decided that definitions needed 

tightening throughout the guidelines and that new material needed to be 

added to deal with the addition of boat lifts that are either stand-alone or 

alongside a dock, or underneath a boat cover. Additional issues included 



   

public safety relating to how close dock are to swimming areas and site 

lines from adjoining properties. He stated that people were coming in with 

applications for boat lifts and we did not have guidelines on how to deal 

with this issue. He stated inflatables that stay in the water (i.e. rafts) were 

also addressed in the new guidelines. M. Gnazzo said the added creativity 

of manufacturers that make lifts, docks and rafts using advanced 

technology have gone beyond current guidelines and that with the new 

guidelines it was a way to improve and clarify them. H. Beck stated the 

goal was to clarify the permitting and application process and revise it to 

fit with the current process. He added that it is important to remember they 

are guidelines; LMAC can recommend variation to the guidelines and the 

BOS can vary them. 

 

D. Vanderbilt of 213 Rte. 87 stated he is not speaking for LMAC. He 

explained he has a small property with 51 ft. of frontage that the setbacks 

are confusing.  

 

S. Everett had several questions for LMAC on the revised guidelines. He 

asked why we are letting residents use pressure treated wood on the lake. 

H. Beck stated that this is a special condition and has not changed from 

the current regulations. He stated that LMAC could review this and that 

this would require more guidance from an engineer.  

 

J. Viens asked about the provision of lighting on docks not being 

permitted. H. Beck stated that the concept is a preventative public safety 

issue (electrifying docks with appropriate electrical codes and properly 

designed systems) and preventing light pollution.  

 

S. Everett asked about no construction equipment allowed on the lakebed. 

H. Beck stated nothing had changed from the previous guidelines. S. 

Everett asked about the special exceptions in regarding excavation below 

the mean high-water level.  M. Gnazzo stated that there are special 

exceptions only allowed to move over rock, not over soft lakebed.  

 

A. Dunnack of 103 Lake Rd. stated that the guidelines pertaining to docks 

as written discriminate against right-of-way owners. H. Beck stated that 

this has been the existing guideline for some time and the current right-of-

way docks were grandfathered. H. Beck stated that the person who owns 

the land has the rights and the person who has the right-of-way does not 

have the right to go onto somebody’s land to build a dock. He added that 

Associations are slightly different, but those are most likely grandfathered. 

 

S. Everett asked about the guidelines pertaining to bringing in beach sand.  

H. Beck stated that LMAC does not want to see any more sand brought in 

because it ends up in the lake. M. Gnazzo stated that this is a dynamic 

problem because sand will continue to erode and has an environmental 

impact on the lake.  

 

D. Vanderbilt asked if we can ask people to remove sand on their 

property. H. Beck stated that technically you can’t dig it and remove it, but 

the Town can make a special exception.  

 



   

S. Everett asked that the section regarding replenishing sand be made 

clearer. 

 

M. Roickle of 34 Erdoni Rd. stated that LMAC and Inland Wetlands 

should work more closely together. 

 

C. Vance of 1 Beach Rd. stated there should be a Town Ordinance 

regarding the use of fertilizer that has phosphorus.  

 

S. Everett asked LMAC to change the title of the document to adequately 

describe everything in the guidelines. 

 

C. Vance asked if you can have two docks. H. Beck said no. 

 

J. Viens asked how many docks, rafts, and mooring would be the 

maximum.  D. Vanderbilt stated 3 per property and an additional dock can 

be requested if a mooring or raft is given up.  

 

L. Napolitano asked about the specific language stating “may be 

considered” in regard to secondary docks. She asked if that could be 

changed to “may be denied.” H. Beck stated that it can be changed to “will 

be denied.” 

 

H. Beck stated that the section on rafts in relationship to extended property 

lines will need to be clarified.  

 

H. Beck stated that he will look into requiring owners of rafts to include 

their name and address on the raft. 

 

S. Everett asked about the change in the application process. H. Beck 

explained to provide more flexibility the application does not have to go 

immediately to the next BOS meeting. H. Beck stated it is important to 

note that in Section VIII, Application Process, a separate application to the 

Inland Wetlands Commission must also be made that involves further 

coordination and any emergency repairs can be made with IWWC 

approval. 

 

H. Beck stated that Section VIII tries to set limits on grandfathering. S. 

Everett asked if LMAC can tighten this language up and make it clearer.  

H. Beck said he would follow-up on making the language clearer.  

 

H. Beck stated that the new regulations are designed for looking at good 

practices for the lake going forward for both existing and future owners. 

H. Beck said the present regulations don’t deal with lifts, covers, or further 

structures to be built on the lake. 

 

M. Roickle of 34 Erdoni Rd. stated that of the 161 properties on the lake, 8 

or less, or 5%, have under 50 ft of frontage.  

 

B. Powell stated that Marine Patrol inspected about 215 boats/jet skis on 

the lake this year. 

 



   

H. Beck asked BOS to put a moratorium for boat lifts for one season.  

 

S. Everett MOVED to Amend the Agenda to add under Old Business 4.4 

to set a moratorium on adding watercraft lifts on Columbia Lake until new 

regulations are passed. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

 

S. Everett stated that the discussion is tabled for two weeks until the next 

BOS meeting on 9/17/19. 

 

Shirley King of 31 Woodland Terrace stated that lakefront owners may 

not know what the regulations are and asked would there be a way to 

communicate the rules and regulations to lakefront owners. S. Everett 

stated that we are currently working on a new website that will be easier 

for residents to use and find information, but in the meantime, we will 

communicate the rules and regulations through the Town Administrators 

monthly newsletter and Columbia View’s Magazine. 

 

4.3 Schedule Town Meeting Regarding Ordinance Pertaining to 

Publication of Notice of Newly Proposed or Adopted Ordinances. S. 

Everett MOVED to schedule a Town Meeting, Thursday, September 17, 

2019 at 6:45pm to consider the adoption of a proposed ordinance which is 

entitled “Ordinance Pertaining to Publication of Notice of Newly 

Proposed or Adopted Ordinances.” MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4.4 To Set a Moratorium on Adding Watercraft Lifts Until New 

Regulations are Passed on Columbia Lake: S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve a moratorium on the ability to add watercraft lifts on Columbia 

Lake until new regulations are passed. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 Approve the Purchase Order to Install HVAC System for 

Maintenance Garage Workshop Areas. S. Everett explained that we had 

received three bids that were not sealed, and we would like to accept the 

lowest bidder. He stated that we have used Charter Oak Mechanical 

before, and they have met all the criteria. S. Everett MOVED to waive the 

bid purchase policy requiring sealed bids for items over $15,000 and 

accept the low bid from Charter Oak Mechanical for $19,850.00 to install 

an HVAC system for the Maintenance Garage and workshop area. 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. (J. Viens stepped out of the room and was 

absent for this vote) 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

6.1 Application for Seawall Repair for P. Dunn & W. Dunn 14 Nuhfer Dr. 

W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the application of P. Dunn & W. Dunn 

for seawall repair at 14 Nuhfer Dr., contingent upon the recommendation 

and conditions set forth by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. (J. Viens 

stepped out of the room and was absent for this vote). 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None. 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 



   

8.1 Article written by Ingrid Wood Regarding Tribute to Samson Occom 

and the Town of Columbia. M. Walter explained that the article will be 

in the Columbia Views.   

8.2 Youth Basketball Registration Fees.  M. Walter explained that the fees 

for Grade 3 Youth Basketball are being raised by $5.00 to cover the cost 

of cleaning the gym.  

8.3 Submission to CIRMA for Excellence Award in Risk Management. M. 

Walter explained we applied for a CIRMA excellence award in risk 

management that reflected the town-wide safety improvements and 

improved handicap accessibility to certain areas in town. If we win, we 

may be eligible for a $2,500 grant. 

8.4 Project Ideas for Lions Club. M. Walter explained that the Lions Club 

has funding to provide for some projects and he presented some ideas for 

possible projects to the BOS for their recommendation. Suggestions 

included the following projects: a retaining wall at the Senior Center, 

lighting of the annex sidewalks and Moor’s Charity School, lighting for 

the trees and the signs on the Town Green, completing the Walkway of 

Honor, or a new girls softball scoreboard. L. Napolitano and S. Everett 

expressed interest in the Walkway of Honor. S. Everett asked the BOS to 

think about it and to share their recommendations at the next BOS meeting 

on 9/17/19. 

8.5 Employee Appreciation Lunch on September 13, 2019. M. Walter 

explained that there will be luncheon served on Friday, September 13th at 

noon to thank the employees for all their hard work and invited the BOS to 

attend. 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 September 2019 Town Administrator’s Newsletter. 

 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: S. Everett MOVED to Approve Transfers totaling $60.00 

conservation from professional tech to professional dues.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

 

10.2 Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to approve the Refunds totaling $382.89.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0 

 

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

2020-006/ $60.00 

10-4540-

500/Professional/Tech 

10-4540-720/Professional 

Dues 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$23.47 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Susan K. Morytko 

$121.63 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Cynthia L. Anderson 

$103.98 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Laurie J. Marks 

$133.81 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Ashly M. Ward 



   

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $118,694.23 consisting of 2019-2020 Regular, 

Credit Card and Paychex. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: C. Vance of 1 Beach Rd. asked about the 

question she brought forth previously on Roundup and the spraying in the 

Town Rec Park and various other areas. L. Napolitano stated that George 

Murphy sent her a product list and that Roundup is not used, but the 

chemical that is being used is a form of glyphosate. She stated that she 

forwarded information regarding a course on how to use other means to 

maintain grounds without chemicals. W. O’Brien stated that he is 

concerned about our employees using chemicals and applying it. S. 

Everett stated that DPW does not use it on the fields, but only on the stone 

walls and does not use it where children are playing. S. Everett asked that 

we have George Murphy come to the next BOS meeting to address this 

issue.  

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

15. ADJOURNMENT:  S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN 9:26pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 
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