
   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Deputy Selectman, Robert 

Hellstrom; William O’Brien, Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; Jeff Viens, 

Selectman. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda  

as written for September 3, 2019. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for August 20, 2019. S. 

Everett MOVED to Approve the Minutes for August 20, 2019. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: 

4.1 Policy Regarding Columbia Lake Water Levels and Dam 

Management. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the revised policy 

governing Columbia Lake Water Levels and Dam Management as 

presented. S. Everett Rescinded his MOTION.  R. Hellstrom referred to 

the Hurricane and Flood Guidelines and asked if there is one person who 

will be making a decision in an emergency or is it a decision that must be 

made jointly by the Chief Gatekeeper, Chair of LMAC, and First 

Selectman. S. Everett recognized Town Council and asked H. Beck to 

respond. H. Beck stated that the guidelines are in the anticipation of a 

major storm, of 1 or 2 days and not during the middle of a storm. S. 

Everett asked Town Council if he could double check the State filed plan. 

H. Beck stated that he will look into clarifying the process in advance of a 

storm and during a storm. W. O’Brien asked to hear from LMAC as to 

why the guidelines were updated. M. Gnazzo, Chair of LMAC responded 

that overall LMAC tried to improve and clarify the policies while moving 

forward. H. Beck stated that there was a need to improve coordination 

between George Murphy, DPW Director and the assistants, issues of 

climate change, and a more flexible approach to closing the dam in the 

winter regarding ice issues and the refilling of the lake.  

4.2 Discussion Regarding Standard Guidelines for Granting Permission 

for the Construction and Maintenance of Structures on Columbia 

Lake. S. Everett asked H. Beck why LMAC decided to update the 

guidelines. H. Beck stated that LMAC decided that definitions needed 

tightening throughout the guidelines and that new material needed to be 

added to deal with the addition of boat lifts that are either stand-alone or 

alongside a dock, or underneath a boat cover. Additional issues included 



   

public safety relating to how close dock are to swimming areas and site 

lines from adjoining properties. He stated that people were coming in with 

applications for boat lifts and we did not have guidelines on how to deal 

with this issue. He stated inflatables that stay in the water (i.e. rafts) were 

also addressed in the new guidelines. M. Gnazzo said the added creativity 

of manufacturers that make lifts, docks and rafts using advanced 

technology have gone beyond current guidelines and that with the new 

guidelines it was a way to improve and clarify them. H. Beck stated the 

goal was to clarify the permitting and application process and revise it to 

fit with the current process. He added that it is important to remember they 

are guidelines; LMAC can recommend variation to the guidelines and the 

BOS can vary them. 

 

D. Vanderbilt of 213 Rte. 87 stated he is not speaking for LMAC. He 

explained he has a small property with 51 ft. of frontage that the setbacks 

are confusing.  

 

S. Everett had several questions for LMAC on the revised guidelines. He 

asked why we are letting residents use pressure treated wood on the lake. 

H. Beck stated that this is a special condition and has not changed from 

the current regulations. He stated that LMAC could review this and that 

this would require more guidance from an engineer.  

 

J. Viens asked about the provision of lighting on docks not being 

permitted. H. Beck stated that the concept is a preventative public safety 

issue (electrifying docks with appropriate electrical codes and properly 

designed systems) and preventing light pollution.  

 

S. Everett asked about no construction equipment allowed on the lakebed. 

H. Beck stated nothing had changed from the previous guidelines. S. 

Everett asked about the special exceptions in regarding excavation below 

the mean high-water level.  M. Gnazzo stated that there are special 

exceptions only allowed to move over rock, not over soft lakebed.  

 

A. Dunnack of 103 Lake Rd. stated that the guidelines pertaining to docks 

as written discriminate against right-of-way owners. H. Beck stated that 

this has been the existing guideline for some time and the current right-of-

way docks were grandfathered. H. Beck stated that the person who owns 

the land has the rights and the person who has the right-of-way does not 

have the right to go onto somebody’s land to build a dock. He added that 

Associations are slightly different, but those are most likely grandfathered. 

 

S. Everett asked about the guidelines pertaining to bringing in beach sand.  

H. Beck stated that LMAC does not want to see any more sand brought in 

because it ends up in the lake. M. Gnazzo stated that this is a dynamic 

problem because sand will continue to erode and has an environmental 

impact on the lake.  

 

D. Vanderbilt asked if we can ask people to remove sand on their 

property. H. Beck stated that technically you can’t dig it and remove it, but 

the Town can make a special exception.  

 



   

S. Everett asked that the section regarding replenishing sand be made 

clearer. 

 

M. Roickle of 34 Erdoni Rd. stated that LMAC and Inland Wetlands 

should work more closely together. 

 

C. Vance of 1 Beach Rd. stated there should be a Town Ordinance 

regarding the use of fertilizer that has phosphorus.  

 

S. Everett asked LMAC to change the title of the document to adequately 

describe everything in the guidelines. 

 

C. Vance asked if you can have two docks. H. Beck said no. 

 

J. Viens asked how many docks, rafts, and mooring would be the 

maximum.  D. Vanderbilt stated 3 per property and an additional dock can 

be requested if a mooring or raft is given up.  

 

L. Napolitano asked about the specific language stating “may be 

considered” in regard to secondary docks. She asked if that could be 

changed to “may be denied.” H. Beck stated that it can be changed to “will 

be denied.” 

 

H. Beck stated that the section on rafts in relationship to extended property 

lines will need to be clarified.  

 

H. Beck stated that he will look into requiring owners of rafts to include 

their name and address on the raft. 

 

S. Everett asked about the change in the application process. H. Beck 

explained to provide more flexibility the application does not have to go 

immediately to the next BOS meeting. H. Beck stated it is important to 

note that in Section VIII, Application Process, a separate application to the 

Inland Wetlands Commission must also be made that involves further 

coordination and any emergency repairs can be made with IWWC 

approval. 

 

H. Beck stated that Section VIII tries to set limits on grandfathering. S. 

Everett asked if LMAC can tighten this language up and make it clearer.  

H. Beck said he would follow-up on making the language clearer.  

 

H. Beck stated that the new regulations are designed for looking at good 

practices for the lake going forward for both existing and future owners. 

H. Beck said the present regulations don’t deal with lifts, covers, or further 

structures to be built on the lake. 

 

M. Roickle of 34 Erdoni Rd. stated that of the 161 properties on the lake, 8 

or less, or 5%, have under 50 ft of frontage.  

 

B. Powell stated that Marine Patrol inspected about 215 boats/jet skis on 

the lake this year. 

 



   

H. Beck asked BOS to put a moratorium for boat lifts for one season.  

 

S. Everett MOVED to Amend the Agenda to add under Old Business 4.4 

to set a moratorium on adding watercraft lifts on Columbia Lake until new 

regulations are passed. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

 

S. Everett stated that the discussion is tabled for two weeks until the next 

BOS meeting on 9/17/19. 

 

Shirley King of 31 Woodland Terrace stated that lakefront owners may 

not know what the regulations are and asked would there be a way to 

communicate the rules and regulations to lakefront owners. S. Everett 

stated that we are currently working on a new website that will be easier 

for residents to use and find information, but in the meantime, we will 

communicate the rules and regulations through the Town Administrators 

monthly newsletter and Columbia View’s Magazine. 

 

4.3 Schedule Town Meeting Regarding Ordinance Pertaining to 

Publication of Notice of Newly Proposed or Adopted Ordinances. S. 

Everett MOVED to schedule a Town Meeting, Thursday, September 17, 

2019 at 6:45pm to consider the adoption of a proposed ordinance which is 

entitled “Ordinance Pertaining to Publication of Notice of Newly 

Proposed or Adopted Ordinances.” MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

4.4 To Set a Moratorium on Adding Watercraft Lifts Until New 

Regulations are Passed on Columbia Lake: S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve a moratorium on the ability to add watercraft lifts on Columbia 

Lake until new regulations are passed. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 Approve the Purchase Order to Install HVAC System for 

Maintenance Garage Workshop Areas. S. Everett explained that we had 

received three bids that were not sealed, and we would like to accept the 

lowest bidder. He stated that we have used Charter Oak Mechanical 

before, and they have met all the criteria. S. Everett MOVED to waive the 

bid purchase policy requiring sealed bids for items over $15,000 and 

accept the low bid from Charter Oak Mechanical for $19,850.00 to install 

an HVAC system for the Maintenance Garage and workshop area. 

MOTION CARRIED 4.0. (J. Viens stepped out of the room and was 

absent for this vote) 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

6.1 Application for Seawall Repair for P. Dunn & W. Dunn 14 Nuhfer Dr. 

W. O’Brien MOVED to Approve the application of P. Dunn & W. Dunn 

for seawall repair at 14 Nuhfer Dr., contingent upon the recommendation 

and conditions set forth by LMAC. MOTION CARRIED 4.0. (J. Viens 

stepped out of the room and was absent for this vote). 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: None. 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 



   

8.1 Article written by Ingrid Wood Regarding Tribute to Samson Occom 

and the Town of Columbia. M. Walter explained that the article will be 

in the Columbia Views.   

8.2 Youth Basketball Registration Fees.  M. Walter explained that the fees 

for Grade 3 Youth Basketball are being raised by $5.00 to cover the cost 

of cleaning the gym.  

8.3 Submission to CIRMA for Excellence Award in Risk Management. M. 

Walter explained we applied for a CIRMA excellence award in risk 

management that reflected the town-wide safety improvements and 

improved handicap accessibility to certain areas in town. If we win, we 

may be eligible for a $2,500 grant. 

8.4 Project Ideas for Lions Club. M. Walter explained that the Lions Club 

has funding to provide for some projects and he presented some ideas for 

possible projects to the BOS for their recommendation. Suggestions 

included the following projects: a retaining wall at the Senior Center, 

lighting of the annex sidewalks and Moor’s Charity School, lighting for 

the trees and the signs on the Town Green, completing the Walkway of 

Honor, or a new girls softball scoreboard. L. Napolitano and S. Everett 

expressed interest in the Walkway of Honor. S. Everett asked the BOS to 

think about it and to share their recommendations at the next BOS meeting 

on 9/17/19. 

8.5 Employee Appreciation Lunch on September 13, 2019. M. Walter 

explained that there will be luncheon served on Friday, September 13th at 

noon to thank the employees for all their hard work and invited the BOS to 

attend. 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 September 2019 Town Administrator’s Newsletter. 

 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers: S. Everett MOVED to Approve Transfers totaling $60.00 

conservation from professional tech to professional dues.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

 

10.2 Refunds: S. Everett MOVED to approve the Refunds totaling $382.89.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0 

 

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

TO A/C# 

DESCRIPTION 

2020-006/ $60.00 

10-4540-

500/Professional/Tech 

10-4540-720/Professional 

Dues 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$23.47 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Susan K. Morytko 

$121.63 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Cynthia L. Anderson 

$103.98 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Laurie J. Marks 

$133.81 TOWN OF COLUMBIA Ashly M. Ward 



   

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $118,694.23 consisting of 2019-2020 Regular, 

Credit Card and Paychex. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: C. Vance of 1 Beach Rd. asked about the 

question she brought forth previously on Roundup and the spraying in the 

Town Rec Park and various other areas. L. Napolitano stated that George 

Murphy sent her a product list and that Roundup is not used, but the 

chemical that is being used is a form of glyphosate. She stated that she 

forwarded information regarding a course on how to use other means to 

maintain grounds without chemicals. W. O’Brien stated that he is 

concerned about our employees using chemicals and applying it. S. 

Everett stated that DPW does not use it on the fields, but only on the stone 

walls and does not use it where children are playing. S. Everett asked that 

we have George Murphy come to the next BOS meeting to address this 

issue.  

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: None. 

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). None. 

15. ADJOURNMENT:  S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN 9:26pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 



   

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, August 20, 2019 – 7 pm 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 

323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 
  

Members Present: Steven M. Everett, First Selectman; Deputy Selectman, Robert 

Hellstrom; William O’Brien, Selectman; Lisa Napolitano, Selectman; Jeff Viens. 

 

Also Present: Town Administrator, Mark Walter. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: S. Everett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: S. Everett MOVED to add under Columbia 

Lake/Dam/Beach, 6.1 - Update Regarding Algae on Columbia Lake. 

MOTION CARRIED 5.0. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the Agenda for 

August 20, 2019 as revised with the addition of 6.1. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.   

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

3.1 Approval of BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for August 6, 2019. J. Viens 

MOVED to Approve the BOS Regular Meeting Minutes for August 6, 2019. 

MOTION CARRIED 3.0 with S. Everett and W. O’Brien abstaining. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

5.1 Schedule Public Hearing re: Ordinance Pertaining to Publication of 

Notice of Newly Proposed or Adopted Ordinances. S. Everett explained 

that it can be expensive to post a notice in the paper because the language can 

be extensive. The ordinance pertaining to publication of notice of newly 

proposed or adopted ordinances would allow us to publish a summary of the 

ordinance reducing the cost. M. Walter explained at the next BOS meeting we 

will set the date for the public hearing. 

5.2 Revised Standard Guidelines for Granting Permission for the 

Construction and Maintenance of Structures on Columbia Lake. S. 

Everett explained that LMAC put together updated guidelines for Granting 

Permission for the Construction and Maintenance of Structures on Columbia 

Lake to add secondary dock space for people who have a certain amount of 

frontage and putting in watercraft lifts. S. Everett asked that the BOS take 

home the new guidelines and review them and bring their questions to the 

next BOS meeting. 

5.3 Policy Regarding Columbia Lake Water Levels and Dam Management. 

S. Everett explained last spring we had a lot of rain and the lake filled up 

quickly causing the lake level to rise. S. Everett said that the staff that monitor 

the lake water levels and dam management have been doing a great job. This 

policy was reviewed and updated by LMAC for the BOS consideration.   



   

5.4 Approval of Frogtoberfest Half Marathon & 10k. S. Everett MOVED to 

Approve the Frogtoberfest to utilize Columbia Airline Trail and roads as 

outlined in their plan. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

6. COLUMBIA LAKE / DAM / BEACH:  

6.1 Update Regarding Algae on Columbia Lake. M. Walter read an update 

from Robert Kortmann, Ph.D. the towns lake consultant regarding the algae 

patches on Columbia Lake. “I received the identification of the phytoplankton 

patches from the taxonomist I use.  Very unusual for Columbia Lake.  The 

primary genera was Oscillatoria (probably rubescens).  Although it wasn't a 

quantitative sample (Mary was trying to collect as dense a sample as possible-

she was successful) the count was very high, 600,000 cells/ml.   

  

My investigation regarding what caused this very unusual event in Columbia 

Lake, how to monitor for it in the future, and how to manage to avoid a 

recurrence continues.  No "patches" have been reported for several weeks and 

lake conditions continue to be excellent, transparency increased from July to 

August.  The lake is safe to use. If someone observes a "suspicious patch" it 

should be avoided and reported.” 

 

7. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS: 

7.1 Appointment of Joseph Napolitano to the Columbia Board of Education. 

S. Everett MOVED to Approve the appointment of Joseph Napolitano to the 

Columbia Board of Education. MOTION CARRIED 4.0 with Lisa Napolitano 

abstaining. 

 

8. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 

8.1 Cindee Hodge Memorial Bench. M. Walter explained that we would like to 

dedicate a bench in honor of Cindee Hodge. M. Walter’s recommended 

placement of the bench would be by the Beech overlooking the Vietnam 

Memorial. S. Everett MOVED to Approve the purchase of a bench in honor of 

Cindee Hodge memorial and MOVED to Approve the recommend placement 

on the Town Green. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

9.1 EastConn Thank you letter to Bernadette Derring, Senior Center Director. 

9.2 Troop K CT. State Police Monthly Report for July 2019. 

9.3 Eastern Equine Encephalitis virus (EEE). 

  



   

 

 

10. BUDGET:  

10.1 Transfers:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S. Everett MOVED to Approve Transfers totaling $16.00. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. 

 

10.2 Refunds: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S. Everett MOVED to approve the Refunds totaling $1,762.79. MOTION CARRIED 

5.0 

11. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS: S. Everett MOVED to Approve the 

Payment of Bills totaling $248,144.53 consisting of 2018-2019 Regular, 2019-

2020 Emergency, 2019-2020 Regular, Credit Card and Paychex. MOTION 

CARRIED 5.0. 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None 

13. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: W. O’Brien asked about the new 

building at 130 Pine and what is the height of the building. M. Walter said he 

would check into it. S. Everett mentioned that he will be having the first 

monthly First Selectman meet and greet meeting on Tuesday, September 10, 

2019 at Town Hall (323 Route 87) in the conference room. Residents are 

welcome to stop in anytime between 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm with any questions, 

comments or concerns to address to the Selectman. Meet the Selectman events 

will be held monthly at various locations and times. 

 

TRANSFER 

#/AMOUNT 

FROM A/C# 

DESCRIPTION TO A/C# DESCRIPTION 

2020 #004 / $10.00 
10-4130-300 / General 

Supplies 
10-4132-720 / Professional 

Dues 

2020 #004 / $6.00 
10-4670-500/ 

Professional/Tech 
10-4670-720 / Professional 

Dues 

AMOUNT FROM TO 

$16.13 TOWN OF COLUMBIA BAXTER HEALTHCARE 

CORPORATION 

$44.58 TOWN OF COLUMBIA COYLE KAREN 

$40.47 TOWN OF COLUMBIA CT PRO INSPECTION LLC 

$320.87 TOWN OF COLUMBIA A-1 GUTTER AND FENCE LLC 

$808.04 TOWN OF COLUMBIA ACAR LEASING LTD 

$452.27 TOWN OF COLUMBIA ACAR LEASING LTD 

$136.09 TOWN OF COLUMBIA AHEART ROBERT L 

$38.13 TOWN OF COLUMBIA HASSETT MICHAEL P 

$645.85 TOWN OF COLUMBIA HONDA LEASE TRUST 

$253.70 TOWN OF COLUMBIA HONDA LEASE TRUST 

$237.04 TOWN OF COLUMBIA HOOVER JAMES A 

$194.46 TOWN OF COLUMBIA MATHIEU EDWARD F 

$106.76 TOWN OF COLUMBIA RUBB DONALD E 

$260.16 TOWN OF COLUMBIA TOYOTA LEASE TRUST 



   

J. Viens MOVED to Appoint William O’Brien to the Economic Development 

Committee. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real estate per State Statutes Section 1-

200(6)(D); Pending Litigation per State Statutes Section 1-200(6)(B); 

Personnel per State Statues Section 1-200(6)(A). 

14.1 Pending Litigation. S. Everett MOVED to enter into Executive Session at 

7:46 pm for Pending Litigation with M. Walter. MOTION CARRIED 5.0. S. 

Everett MOVED to end the Executive Session with no action taken at 7:50 

pm. MOTION CARRIED 5.0.  

 

15. ADJOURNMENT: S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN 7:51pm. MOTION 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer C. LaVoie 
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S MONTHLY UPDATE

Welcome to the Town Administrator’s September 2019 update. In an 

effort to provide timely and relevant information to residents we will be 

sending a monthly newsletter highlighting news, events and important 

information to residents. If you would like to receive the newsletter 

please sign up on our at  website.

With Labor Day and the start of the new 

school year, we leave summer behind 

and look forward to crisp fall days and 

busy schedules. School is in session and 

we would like to remind you to please 

show extra caution where students may 

be walking to/from bus stops or school or 

getting on or off of their school bus. 

A REMINDER: First Selectman, Steven Everett will have a Meet-and-

Greet on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at Town Hall (323 Route 87) 

in the conference room. Residents are welcome to stop in anytime 

between 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm with any questions, comments or 

concerns to address to the Selectman. 

The next First Selectman meet-and-greet will be on Friday, October 18, 
2019 at the Beckish Senior Center  from 12:15 pm to 1:30 pm.

FARMERS MARKET COMMITTEE: If you would like to participate in the 

Farmers Market Planning Committee and/or be on the Farmers Market 

Committee, please contact Columbia Sustainable CT members Mary 

Lavallee (860.228.9555) or Robin Kenefick at (860.228.3284). Planning

“Autumn... the 
year’s last, loveliest 

smile.”

— William Cullen 
Bryant

TOWN OFFICES WILL BE 
CLOSED 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2019
IN OBSERVANCE OF 

LABOR DAY

https://www.columbiact.org/
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Committee events will require seasonal meetings and Farmers Market Committee will meet 

monthly.

Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) virus and West Nile virus (WNV): The Town of Columbia is in 

contact with the DEEP Wetland Restoration Mosquito Coordinator 

and we are aware of the recent spraying for mosquito control 

in areas of the Pachaug State Forest considered to be at high 

risk for EEE virus and WNV. We will keep residents informed of any 

anticipated control measures for the Columbia area. Please visit the 

CT Mosquito Management Program for more information.

Board & Commission Openings: We would like to remind you that there are several Board 

& Commission openings. Involvement on our boards and commissions is important to the 

vitality and success of local government. Our town needs volunteers to face the challenges 

of the future while maintaining the quality of life that we all enjoy. Please take time to share 

your services with others. The list of open vacancies are below. The Volunteer Application is 

available on our website. 

Conservation & Agriculture Commission [2 Vacancies): Meets on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7:00 PM.

• Economic Development Commission (EDC)  [3 Vacancies]: Meets on the third Monday at 
7:00 PM.

• Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission (IWWC) [2 Alternates]: Meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 7:00 PM.

• Planning & Zoning Commission (PZC) [1 Alternate]: Meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday of 
each month at 7:00 PM.

• Szegda Farm Management Committee [3 Vacancies]: Meets the 2nd Wednesday of every 
other month at 7:00 PM.

• Youth Services Committee (YSC) [2 Vacancies of which one is a Youth Vacancy]: Meets the 
second Wednesday of each month at 5:30 PM.

• Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) [ 1 Alternate]: Meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 
7:00 PM.

All of the above committees meet at the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference 
Room.

https://portal.ct.gov/Mosquito/Management/Mosquito-Management
https://www.columbiact.org/vertical/sites/%7B0E99EADE-5A51-4F01-A125-DF0E38340A1E%7D/uploads/Boards__Commissions_Volunteer_Application(1).pdf
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THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
will be planning its agendas and events for the 
upcoming year at their September 16th meeting 
at 7:00 PM in the Adella G. Urban Administrative 
Offices Conference Room. The Chairman, Robert 
Hellstrom would like to extend an invitation for all 
business’ that would be interested in providing 
their input to please attend AND if you are 
interested in volunteering on the EDC please 
contact Robert Hellstrom at 860.228.0465, robls44@aol.com, or the Town 
Administrator, Mark Walter at 860.228.0110, townadministrator@columbiact.org. 

YWCA IS HIRING IN THE HARTFORD REGION: YWCA Hartford Region is looking 

for energetic people interested in a professional growth opportunity in early 

childhood education. YWCA are currently offering college students paid 

training along with hands-on-experience working with infants and children 

enrolled in their Early Learning Centers and Before & After school programs. To 

find out more visit the YWCA website. 

WHERE TO GO FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: Please

We also encourage residents to please sign up for email notification and the 

Emergency Alert Program. 

TO OUR FUTURE

BLOCKS

BUILDING 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Image by Pixabay

mailto:robls44%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:townadministrator%40columbiact.org?subject=
https://www.ywcahartford.org/who_we_are/careers.html
https://www.columbiact.org/index.asp?Type=QUICKFORM&SEC={EDF31BD4-C967-43D2-A3A6-D33C49B0E9F9}
https://member.everbridge.net/index/453003085614609#/signup
https://www.facebook.com/TownofColumbiaCT/?modal=admin_todo_tour


5

 

UPCOMING TOWN MEETINGS

• Board of Selectmen (BOS) - Conference Room, Tuesday, September 3, 2019 

at 7:00 PM 

• Lake Management Advisory Commission (LMAC), Wednesday, September 4, 

2019 at 7:30 PM

• Open Space (Special Meeting)- Conference Room, Thursday, September 5, 

2019 at 8:00 AM

• Szegda Farm Management Committee Meeting - Conference Room, 

Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 6:00 PM

• Rec Commission - Conference Room, Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 6:00 PM

• Columbia Conservation and Agriculture Commission - Conference Room, 

Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 7:00 PM.

• IWWC Meeting - Conference Room, Thursday, September 5, 2019 at 7:00 PM

• Board of Education - H. W. Porter Cafetorium, Monday, September 9, 2019 at 

7:30 PM

• Fiscal Policy Board - H.W. Porter Conference Room, Wednesday, September 

11, 2019 at 8:30 AM

• Youth Services Committee (YSC) - Conference Room, Wednesday, September 

11, 2019 at 5:30 PM

• Board of Assessment Appeals - Conference Room, Thursday, September 12, 

2019 at 7:00 PM

• Board of Selectmen (BOS) - Conference Room, Tuesday, September 17, 2019 

at 7:00 PM

• Open Space - Conference Room, Thursday, September 19, 2019 at 8:00 AM

• Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) Conference Room, Monday, 

September 23, 2019 at 7:00 PM
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UPCOMING TOWN MEETINGS CONTINUED

• Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting - Conference Room, Tuesday, 

September 17, 2019 at 5:30 PM

• FiPAC Meeting - Conference Room, Wednesday, September 18, 2019 at 7:00 PM

• Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) - Conference Room, Thursday, August 22, 2019 

at 7:00 PM

• Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) Conference Room, Thursday, 

September 26, 2019 at 7:00 PM

• Commission on Aging (CONA) Beckish Sr. Center, Wednesday, September 25, 

2019 at 9:00 AM

Please go to our website for the Community Calendar.

https://www.columbiact.org/index.asp?Type=B_EV&SEC={B3D8523C-121B-466A-AE9D-E38CF6A7DEA8}
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COMING EVENTS

9/8/19 (RAIN DATE 9/15/19): 4TH ANNUAL COLUMBIA CLASSIC CAR SHOW 
CRUISE-IN: Sunday, September 8th (rain date September 15th) from 10:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM at the Horace W. Porter School, Rte’s 66 & 87 (across from the Fire 

Station). Join us for a great family event 

with food and beverages, 50/50 Raffle/

goodie bags, face painting, animal  

balloons and music by Columbia’s own 

Barry Cavagnaro. Benefit for Columbia 

Recreation Field Fund, CT Cystic 

Fibrosis Foundation and Columbia 

Historic Preservation. For car show information: RecDirector@columbiaCT.org or 

860.228.8513 ext. 17 and on Facebook at Columbia CT Classic Car Show .

9/10/19: Meet-and-Greet the First Selectman:  The First Selectman, Steven Everett 

will have a meet-and-greet on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at Town Hall (323 

Route 87) in the conference room. Residents are welcome to stop in anytime 

between 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm with any questions, comments or concerns to 

address to the Selectman. 

9/12/19 & 9/26/19: MOBILE FOODSHARE: Thursday, September 12th and 26th from 

1:15 pm to 1:45 pm COLUMBIA-BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, 195 US-6.  An outdoor food 

distribution service for persons of low income. Please bring your own grocery bag. 

Text FOODSHARE to 85511 to receive the mobile schedule and cancellations 

directly on your phone. More info.

9/14/19: COLUMBIA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH (323 CT-87)- COMMUNITY 
BREAKFAST: Saturday, September 14, 2019 at 8:00 AM – 11:00 AM, Parish Hall. Bring 

a friend!  Breakfast Buffet Menu: Belgian waffles, omelets, eggs, toast, bacon, 

sausage, ham, potatoes, juice, milk, coffee, tea, fruits, homemade muffins & 

coffee cakes.  Suggested free will offering: $10.00 per person, Senior Discount 

$1.00, $28.00 – 2 adults and 2 children.

mailto:RecDirector%40columbiaCT.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/ColumbiaCTClassicCarShow/
http://site.foodshare.org/site/PageServer?pagename=2017_food_mobile
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9/17/19: COLUMBIA HISTORY: Tuesday, September 17th @ 6:30 pm, SAXTON B. 
LITTLE LIBRARY Learn about the history of your town, and find out who to contact 

to seek more information on your local history and genealogy questions! Program 

presenters: Ingrid Wood - Town Historian, Judy Ortiz - Columbia Historical Society 

President, Jeanne Nuhfer - Columbia Historical Society Secretary. Registration 

requested. Please call 860-228-0350 or email Cait to sign-up! Please check out all 

the other activities happening at the Saxton B. Little Library

9/19/19 THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND AND THE COLUMBIA OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
FUND-RAISER AND PRESENTATION: The Trust for 

Public Land and the Columbia Open Space 

Committee are hosting a fund-raiser and 

presentation at Heartstone Farm and Winery on 

Thursday, September 19th from 5 – 7 pm. Come 

join the conversation about this collaboration 

to preserve Wells Woods, unlock an eight-mile 

network of trails, and link Mono Pond State Park to the Air Line State Park Trail. Hors 

d’oeuvres will be served; cash bar. RSVP by September 12th to june.sgobbo@tpl.

org or 203-815-1015. 

9/21/19: CHURCH SHRED-A-THON Old Fire House on Rt. 66,  Saturday, September 
21st at 9:00 AM-1:00 PM. Please call ahead if you have large amounts of paper 

to dispose to the Church Office: (860)228-9306. The Shred-A-Thon is a fund-raiser 

for Columbia Congregational Church and a free will offering is appreciated! 

Suggested donation$5.00/per bag.coming events

http://staff@columbiactlibrary.org
http://www.columbiactlibrary.org/
mailto:june.sgobbo%40tpl.org?subject=
mailto:june.sgobbo%40tpl.org?subject=
https://www.tpl.org/
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