COLUMBIA COMMISSION ON AGING

Meeting Notes for 12/27/2017

Meeting called to Order at 9:06 AM

ATTENDING: Catherine Rowe (Chairman), Lyn Buonocore, Maggie Ewald, Millie Ramsey, Edith Prague, Sheran Smith (president of Columbia Senior Organization) and Bernadette Derring

Minutes from meeting on 11/11/17 read and accepted with motion by Lyn Buonocore and seconded by Maggie Ewald.

OLD BUSINESS:

Update by Bernadette:

· Van has been equipped with several small objects that were needed such as ice scraper, refuse container, tissues etc.  Committee members strongly feel that a defibrillator is needed for the van. This has also been recommended by the volunteer fire chief.  Cost is approximately $2,500.  Cathy will talk to the First Selectman about needed funding.
· Van has made several trips over the last few weeks not only taking residents to the Senior Center for activities but also shopping trips.  Van is already taking bookings for medical appointments in January.  General feed back from riders is that it was very helpful and convenient to use.
· Bernadette updated Commission on RSVP responses to the Roll Out Gathering of the van scheduled for 1/11/18.

· Bernadette reported about Hunger Action Group made up of representatives from Andover, Hebron, Marlborough and Columbia.  This group meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 8:30.  Meeting is only an hour and addresses not only hunger with in the towns but several issues.  She would very much like to see more participation and feels it is an extremely rewarding committee to volunteer with.

Pamphlet with van information:

· Bernadette has had to revise original information on the hours the van runs because the drivers must have the van back at the senior center by 2:30 PM and therefore, transport time must cease at 2:00 PM.  Also, according to the purchase grant, wording for the van service must include that it is offered to seniors 60 years and older and disabled 18 years and older.  Pamphlets are completed.  Sample passed to commission members.
Wheelchair Purchase:

· 2 Wheelchairs have been purchased for use with the van.

Andover sharing use of the van:

· Cathy Pallazi, from Commission of Transportation in Andover,  agrees that it would be beneficial and economical for both towns, Andover and Columbia, to combine van services especially for medical appointments so that both towns are not running vans to the same area.  Bernadette will continue to discuss how this will be scheduled with Cathy Pallazzi.  Bernadette brought up the suggestion that possibly neighboring towns could form a group and consolidate the use of their vans.  

Removing "senior" from name of Beckish Senior Center:

· General discussion of removing the word senior from the center's name with the expectation that more Columbia residents would be more inclined to utilize the center and partake in activities.  Bernadette has done some research questioning other towns where they have deleted the work senior.  Most of those towns said that they returned senior to the name because of general dissatisfaction.  It was decided to leave the name as Beckish Senior Center.

Meeting between Cathie Rowe and Paula Stahl, Columbia Town Planner:  
· Cathie informed the CONA members on her discussion with Paula about more senior housing in Columbia.  The biggest hold back Paula feels, is finding property that would be acceptable for such a project due to the high water table through out Columbia and no sewer system.  Cathie will pursue the question on how other towns without sewers managed senior housing.  Idea was brought up possibly housing could be created for both seniors and veterans. Methods of funding will be researched by the committee.

NEW BUSINESS:

Sheran Smith presented ideas to increase more participation of younger seniors into center.  1) CSO might plan a game night that would combine traditional games and video games.  2) Utilizing social media more to inform residents of meetings, events, minutes etc.  This could combine some of the individual group information that goes out in newsletters and papers.
Maggie Ewald brought up doing program or activities that would be aimed at Grandparents Raising Grandchildren.  This has been successful and needed in neighboring towns.

Discussed plans for van reception on 1/11/18 at 2:00.  Cathie will contact possible speakers.  She also, will talk with Jill Livingston who is planning the event.
Motion to adjourn meeting by Maggie Ewald.  Seconded by Edith Prague

adjourned at 10:02 AM

Next meeting January 24th, 2018

Notes submitted by Lyn Buonocore

