COLUMBIA COMMISSION ON AGING
Meeting Notes 10/25/2017

Meeting called to Order at 9:02am
ATTENDING: Catherine Rowe (Chairwoman), Paula Cahalan, Lyn Buonocore, Maggie Ewald, Jill Livingston, Senior Center Director Bernadette Derring and Town Manager Mark Walter
Motion made by Jill Livingston and seconded by Paula Cahalan to accept minutes from 9/27/2017 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Bernadette Derring, Senior Center Director - Update 
New Hires:  Part Time Van Driver - Robert Raiola 
                      Per Diem Driver - Peter Maschanick  
                      Part Time (3 Days/Week) Dispatcher - Margaret Verizzi 
      (All contingent on Board of Selectman Approval)
Kiosk off to good start – CONA members to get their scan cards - ongoing
New “energy efficient” lights being installed at the Senior Center- ongoing
Discussion on opening up the senior center area by the coat room - ongoing
Thanksgiving dinner went very well.  Natalie who replaced Chris Urban did a wonderful job.  Discussion about offering an evening dinner 1x/month - ongoing
Researching manual(s) for the recently added exercise equipment at the senior center - ongoing
Discussion on use of neighboring towns (Hebron, Andover, etc,) regarding van collaboration for “Long Distance” appointments - ongoing

New Business 
Catherine Rowe – Rt. 66 Corridor Meeting held October 5, 2017 @ the Columbia Beckish Center went very well.  Ann McLaughlin will be stepping down as chairperson of the Rt. 6 Corridor meeting/committee.
Per Mark Walter  - discussion on removal of “Senior” in the name, used in part by senior centers (will need recommendation from the Columbia Board of Selectman, a motion was made by Maggie Ewald and seconded by Lynn Bounocore to present the name change “The Beckish Center” to the Columbia  Town Hall.  Paula Cahalan to speak with Sharon Smith CSO at 2017 December Meeting - ongoing
Lack of senior housing, Section 8 vs Sliding Scales.  Will talk to Paula Stahl about land for low-cost housing in Columbia.
Mark Walter – “Columbia Views” Magazine
To preview next week.  All presented material to be funneled through Mark Walter’s office for approval.
Bernadette to get list of Shut-Ins for delivery of the “Columbia Views”.
Discussion on use of neighboring towns (Hebron, Andover, etc.) regarding use of their van/transport services for long distance appointments.  Bernadette will speak with Andover Senior Center regarding this.

Jill Livingston – Van Roll-Out/Reception - ongoing
Per Mark Walter, van should arrive in Nov/Dec 2017.  Awaiting information on “service contract” vendor.
Van roll-out will be in January 2018
Jill to contact NEAT regarding possible donation of  2 standard wheelchairs for the new van.
Bernadette to speak with Maureen Allum regarding food for the reception.
Jill to gather a list of names from CONA members for personal invitations.
Bernadette to make invitations for mailing when we have a date.

Catherine Rowe – November and December CONA Meetings Schedule
    November 15, 2017 @ 9:00am
    December 27, 2017 @ 9:00am

Motion to adjourn made by Paula Cahalan and seconded by Maggie Ewald
Meeting adjourned @ 10:05am

Minutes submitted by Jill Livingston
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