COLUMBIA COMMISSION ON AGING
Meeting Notes for 9/27/2017

Meeting called to Order at 9:04 AM

ATTENDING: Catherine Rowe DiGiovanni (Chairman), Lyn Buonocore, Maggie Ewald, Paula Cahalan

Correction of Minutes from meeting on 8/23. Joe Zuzel from Windham Hospital would be presenting at the Rt 55 Corridor meeting instead of Chris Urban.
Motion to accept corrected minutes by Paula Cahalan and seconded by Maggie Ewald.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.  Update by Bernadette Derring (Beckish Senior Center Director)
· She shared plans for rearrangement of reception area so that multiple cords necessary for the computer and screens could be placed discreetly out of sight line both to increase the welcoming look of entry way and for safety
· She has planned to have residents sign up for and start using a scan card for the MY SENIOR CENTER KIOSK on the dates of October 10th-13th.  This will enable them to scan the card when they enter the Center plus allow them to view and register for ongoing classes and events.
· The Columbia Senior Organization will be sponsoring an Ethnic supper open to all Columbia Residents.  The dinner will be on 9/28 at five o'clock.
· Bernadette stated that there is a possibility that a second treadmill might be donated to the Center.  Presently the Center has an elliptical exercise machine, a rowing machine, and is awaiting delivery of a treadmill.

2.  Plan for Van reception
· Due to DOT mix up with forms the van will not be delivered until sometime in December.  The state felt that it would initially be delivered in August.  
· Jill Livingston and a sub committee of CONA members met with Mark Walters to start planning a reception to have Columbia residents view the van and acknowledge the many people who were instrumental in obtaining a van for the town. Paula Cahalan and Maggie Ewald described the preliminary plan for this reception which will probably take place in January.  However, if the van is delivered in December, possibly it could start being used to transport residents to Christmas events at the Center.
· Mark had mentioned that obtaining 2 wheelchairs for the van would increase the daily seating capacity since their are 10 seats and 2 wheelchair harnesses.  Bernadette thinks they could donated.

3.  October Meeting of Rt. 66 Corridor Plans
· It is Columbia's turn to host the meeting which will be held on October 5th,1pm to 3pm, at the Beckish Senior Center.  Cathy handed out an agenda for that meeting.  Joe Zuzel from Windham Hospital will present on services available for seniors for healthy aging.
· Various CONA members will bake and the Center will provide tea and coffee and lemonade.

NEW BUSINESS:
Discussed ideas for the next project that CONA would work towards.  According to a questioner sent out 2 years ago, many seniors in town feel that more senior accessible housing is needed in town.  Members decided that a list could be compiled of the senior housing in the area that is available and how other towns have addressed this need.  Maggie will contact Senior Resources with the State Dept. of Aging. Also our Social Worker, Yolanda Irezarry, might be able to assist us with information.

Motion to adjourn made by Paula Cahalan and seconded by Maggie Ewald
Meeting adjourned 10:04 am.
Next meeting scheduled Oct.25, 2017

Minutes submitted by Lyn Buonocore
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