Environment Advisory Committee Minutes
Tuesday, September 29, 2015 
5:30 pm
Adella G. Urban Administrative Office Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 06237

Members Present: Lisa Napolitano, Carole Williamson, Andrea Drabicki.

Also Present: Town Administrator Natasha Nau.

Absent: Bryan Tarbell, Carol Coley.

1.	CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm.
2.	AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: None.

3.	OLD BUSINESS
3.1	Columbia Market: N. Nau commended the EAC members who put their time and efforts into creating the tri-fold for the Columbia Market, as well as performing the composting demo, etc. 
3.2	DEEP Recycling Incentives Grant Award – Composting and Green cleaning products: N. Nau stated that the town was awarded a $5,500 grant for the third part of the grant application to DEEP for composting and green cleaning products. She explained that there will be a large composting receptacle at the transfer station for public use along with a smaller receptacle behind the Indian Moor Schoolhouse for H.W. Porter students to utilize for their garden. She stated that there will be a small receptacle placed at Szegda Farm for the community garden as well. Discussion regarding whether or not there will be strictly food waste or leaf pile as well. C. Williamson and L. Napolitano explained that leaf waste must be incorporated along with the food waste in order to create fermentation. N. Nau will coordinate with the superintendent regarding details for specifications of the design on the composter to ensure that students can operate the turning feature on unit. 

4.	NEW BUSINESS
4.1	CIRCA Grant Application – Senior Center Generator & Beach Erosion: N. Nau trying to solicit input on what project to apply for funding and proposed the following two ideas: 1. Purchasing a generator for the Beckish Senior Center and 2. 2. Funding professional services and or design/construction to remediate beach erosion. N. Nau pointed out that the deadline of October 15 is approaching quickly. However, she is unsure if C. Vance will agree to grant funding for any lake/beach projects. N. Nau explained that an additional concern is that she, C. Vance and Public Works Director George Murphy have yet to meet to discuss results from beach discussions due to G. Murphy’s absence.  This meeting is scheduled to occur when he returns. N. Nau explained the reasoning behind purchasing a generator for the Senior Center stating that approximately three years ago a generator was purchased for Town Hall due to a loss of power in town caused by a storm. The Senior Center and Town Hall are both on the same circuit according to Eversource, therefore if one facility loses power, then the other facility does as well. N. Nau stated that residents may seek shelter at the Senior Center if necessary and that both facilities may serve as a charging station for electronics. In order for a facility to be placed on Eversource’s list of “critical facilities” it must have a generator. N. Nau will research with help of the Facilities Manager and the Public Works Director to find out what the kw requirements would be and the cost associated with machine along with the required wiring.
.2	DEEP Invasive Aquatic Plants Grant Application- Kortmann expenses: N. Nau discussed a DEEP Invasive Aquatics Plants Grant that was provided by C. Vance. She explained the grant application is due on November 9, 2015. N. Nau explained that Dr. Kortmann gave a presentation on invasive species in Mono Pond at the 9/2/15 LMAC meeting and at this time recommended not taking any course of remediation on Mono Pond because the fanwort does not prohibit any recreational activities and disturbing this could cause more harm than good. N. Nau stated that the town is currently under budget in terms of funding for the studies, etc. provided by Kortmann. 
4.3	Greenbank: N. Nau spoke about a recent webinar she participated in that discussed clean energy products statewide as well as car charging stations. Discussion followed. 
5.	ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.





 
