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TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE COMMISSION 

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 - 6:00 P.M. 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Members Present:  Secretary Ron Wikholm, Ian Dann, Tip Garritt, Carol Ann Jaswinski  

Members Excused:  Chairman John Allen, Vice-Chair Tom Archambault, William Ross  

Staff Present:  Inland Wetlands Agent John Valente, Board Clerk Flo Polek  

Others Present:  Kevin & Nancy Shortoff, Steven Harrington 
 

1. 64 Laurel Lane - The meeting began started at 6:05 p.m.  The Shortoff’s would like to extend the 

driveway as a semicircle to the road.  Commission members reviewed the site plans.  A small 

area of wetlands is located in the back of the existing driveway and flows toward the main 

wetland area.   The wetlands are the area that goes to the drainage system on the street.  J. 

Valente pointed out the wetland area and stated he was not sure if this was a natural 

occurrence or inherited by the road system.  The pipe goes down to RT 87.  Mr. Shortoff said 

that the flow does not go into the lake.  J. Valente confirmed.  There will be a pipe 18 inches 

long under the ground, a solid 6” pipe, with a settling pond on the other side of the driveway.  

The size of the pipe underneath the driveway will be at 10 inches.  The 6-inch pipe will dump 

into a small basin.  There is a small section of lawn where water flows to the road.  Most water 

goes to the back yard.  Currently, there are 80 tons of stone filled in the lawn for a French drain.  

The water flows to a settling pond in the back.  The pond has been in place for one month.  An 

apron will be installed for the new driveway with the existing apron to be modified.  There are 

two trees to be cut down.   J. Valente asked of Mr. Shortoff knew where the ends of the 

trenches.  Mr. Shortoff did not and said they will not be cutting.  Mr. Valente stated that the 

Shortoff’s need to be mindful of what falls in the area such as leaves and you may need to do 

some screening.  The water will continue to flow to the road.  Mr. Shortoff spoke to the 

neighbors and they dump the water down the middle of their back yards.  Mr. Valente recapped 

the issues of the site walk.  The pipe underneath the new driveway needs to be 10’, need to see 

what the area will look like, the outlet to the town road, and improve the water going down the 

road.  A meeting will be scheduled via Zoom.  Not all issues were raised at the meeting and the 

Commission will revisit the site plan.  The site walk concluded at 6:25 p.m.  

 

2. 94 RT 66 - The meeting began at 6:40 p.m.  J. Valente shared the site plans with the Commission 

and introduced S. Harrington.  He stated that S. Harrington, in the future, would own the 

property currently owned by C. Atkins, 23 acres, which includes a farm.  There were drainage 

issues that S. Harrington addressed where the State placed a pipe in which the water flows 

directly onto the property.  J. Valente explained to the Commission members the way the water 

flows.  S. Harrington cut a farm road so the water does not flow down to the river.  The water is 

captured in the stones along the farm road.  He said that S. Harrington has an application for a 

proposed farm road and farm activity, along with adding fruit trees and various farm fields, he 

currently has a half acre of pumpkins.  The water running down the farm road will feed to the 
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farmlands.  The Commission was driven to the proposed site.  J. Valente provided in detail the 

information for the site.   

 

Approximately 70% of trees that were removed along the road were dead.  There was one small 

area where two threes fell into the river.  S. Harrington added he would like to pull them out of 

the river.  Mr. Harrington added that there are several trees that will fall into the river, as they 

are dead or in poor condition.  

 

 J. Valente stated the motion to approve the jurisdictional ruling for the farming activities 94 RT 

66 and the adjacent property to the east currently owned by C. Atkins:  

T. Garritt MOVED to APPROVE the motion; R. Wikholm SECONDED; MOTION CARRIED 4:0:0.                

 

The site walk concluded at 7:30 p.m.  


