
Columbia Open Space Committee  

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday May 21, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Ann Dunnack at 8:00 AM. 

Present: Ann Dunnack, Shirley King, Don Schofield, Chris Tolsdorf, Paul Ramsey,  

Audience: Linda Rainwater, Mark Walter, JT Horn, Walker Holmes 

Approval of February 20,2020 minutes 

OLD BUSINESS: 

J.T. Horn from Trust for Public Land reported on the property closures for the Markel and Inzinga 

properties expected to take place next week. He asked us to have someone walk the properties prior to 

the closure just to make sure there are no new issues.  Linda and Ann volunteered. 

Walker Holmes, also from the Trust for Public Land, reported that the monetary goals have been met 

but we need to continue fund raising for the continuing goals. Press releases will be handled by the 

State once the properties are finalized.  There is no update at this time on plans for CT Trails Day. 

 

Mark Walter reported that Dr Kortmann is mapping the Columbia Lake bottom for potential pump out 

of bottom waters. Mark will also contact Dr Kortmann to ask if an update on Mono Pond is needed. 

When Mark attended the 12-town meeting concerning the Airline Trail he was assigned as a member of 

the political subcommittee. A map of the trail east of the river will be posted in the town hall. 

 

Ann brought up the need for a management plan for the Oberlander property. There are concerns about 

damage to the historical sites by motorized vehicles. Paul mentioned that the Historical society would 

like input and it is suggested that Joan Hill would be a good candidate to chair this group. Mark will put 

before the BOS that motorized vehicles should not be allowed on town properties and signage to this 

effect is needed.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Szegda Farm Open Space management plan needs updating. There is a need for some new 

members on both the Szegda Farm and Conservation committees.  

 

Meeting adjourned 9:00 AM 

Submitted by Shirley King, Secretary 

 


