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TOWN OF COLUMBIA 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room 
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT 

Monday, January 13, 2020, 7:00 pm 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Rick Nassiff, Vice-Chair Vera Englert, Thomas Currier, Richard Napolitano, 
E.J. Starkel, Larry Preston (Alternate), Alex Bothell (Alternate)   
Members Excused:  Robert Powell  
Staff Present:  Town Planner Paula Stahl, Board Clerk Flo Polek 
Others Present: Don Schofield, Walter Tabor, Nancy Tabor  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  R. Nassiff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL AND SEATING OF ALTERNATES:  A. Bothell was seated for R. Powell, L. Preston was seated 
for the vacant position. 

3. ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA:  None 

4. RECOGNITION OF DONALD SCHOFIELD AND WALTER TABOR: 

R. Nassiff thanked Don Schofield for his dedicated and valuable service of 13 years and Walt Tabor for 
his dedicated and valuable service of 8 years.  On behalf of the Commission and the Town of 
Columbia, R. Nassiff presented a certificate of appreciation to D. Schofield and W. Tabor.   

R. Nassiff left the meeting at 7:06 p.m. and turned the meeting over Vice-Chair V. Englert. 

5. APPROVAL OF PZC REGULAR MEETING MINUTES of December 9, 2019:  

E.J. Starkel MOVED to APPROVE the December 9, 2019 meeting minutes; T. Currier SECONDED.   
MOTION CARRIED 6:0:0 

6. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  None 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS ( /Possible Action):  None 

8. NEW BUSINESS (Discussion/Possible Action): 

8.1.   Heartstone Winery Private Event 2-year renewal 

P. Stahl opened the conversation referring to her memorandum and reviewing the current Zoning 
Regulations.  Heartstone’s approval date for private events was January 22, 2018; they are seeking a 
two-year renewal to January 22, 2022.  Heartstone has been in compliance with the conditions of the 
original special permit and the Columbia Zoning Regulations.   W. Tabor has asked to clarify what a 
“private event” is.  P. Stahl reviewed definitions used by several other towns for private events at farm 
wineries.   

W. Tabor added that either one of those definitions puts the winery in a position where the event may 
stress the winery’s resources or goes outside of normal business.  R. Napolitano noted that a fee 
should not be attached to an event.  P. Stahl indicated that the definition of the private event could be 
just for outdoor events or when the tasting room is closed or both.  W. Tabor is comfortable with that.   
EJ Starkel would like the time element shortened from thirty days.  T. Currier questioned whether a 
two-week notice is sufficient for the town.  P. Stahl stated that a two-week period is fine.  Mr. Tabor 
said that later in the year he would like to meet with the Commission to suggest a few slight changes 
to the regulations; the consensus is to review the definition at that time.  
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V. Englert MOVED to APPROVE the renewal Heartstone Winery’s special permit approval for private 
events to January 22, 2022 as they currently are, and have been, in zoning compliance; R. Napolitano 
SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED 6:0:0 

8.2 8-24 Review:  313-acre Markell Properties in Wells Wood  

P. Stahl provided background of the 313-acre Markell Properties in Wells Wood.  Markell Properties 
has agreed to sell to the Trust for Public Lands approximately 313 acres that straddles the Columbia-
Lebanon line.  Columbia has a Town Meeting on January 21, 2020 to vote on participating in the public-
private partnership for the acquisition of approximately 1000 acres of open space in the Wells Woods 
area as an expansion of the Mono Pond State Park.  The Town’s Planning Commission must review 
improvements, including the purchase of property, and provide a report to the Board of Selectmen.  
The protection of property within Wells Woods has long been a priority for Columbia, and this public-
private partnership and the funds requested are consistent with our POCD.  

V. Englert MOVED to APPROVE that the protection of the Wells Woods area is consistent with the 
2016 Columbia Plan of Conservation and Development.  T. Currier SECONDED; EJ Starkel 
ABSTAINED; MOTION CARRIED 3:2:1  

8.2.   Schedule Public Hearing for PZC 1920-02:  Oasis Auto for Used Car Sales at 16 Rte 66E  

V. Englert MOVED to SET a Public Hearing for February 10, 2020 for PZC 1920-02, Oasis Auto for 
Used Car Sales at 16 Rte 66E; T. Currier SECONDED; MOTION CARRIED 6:0:0 

9. REGULATION REVISIONS 

9.1.   Other Commercial-related revisions:  Sections 61, 65 and 8.5 

P. Stahl gave a brief overview of the drafts.  V. Englert suggested that the Commission members 
review the Regulation Revisions and make a decision on the next meeting on January 27, 2020.  
Commission members agreed. 

10. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

10.1.   CRCOG Regional Planning Commission Appointment  

P. Stahl asked if a member would sit on the CRCOG Regional Planning Commission.   T. Currier 
volunteered to be on the Commission.   

11. COMMISSION OPEN DISCUSSION:   None 

12. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS:  None  

13. ADJOURNMENT:  

EJ Starkel MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting; V. Englert SECONDED; MOTION CARRIED 6:0:0. 
The meeting was ADJOURNED at 8:17 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by Flo Polek.   
Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for approval of these minutes and any corrections 
hereto. 
 
 
 


