
From: Karen Butzgy  
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 8:32 AM 
To: PublicInput@columbiact.org 
Subject: New lake rules  
 
Thank you for listening to the town’s comments and concerns.  I realize this is a very challenging and 
unprecedented time. 
 
I completely understand and appreciate the need to limit the number of people at the lake beach. My 
concern is that I will pay $120 for my family’s beach pass, and then be turned away. I think the cost or 
structure of the beach pass needs to be re-evaluated for this year.  
 
I would also hate to pack up my family and beach gear only to find out once we arrive that the beach is 
full. Can there be a way to notify the public when the beach has reached maximum capacity for the day? 
The town website and/or Facebook would be a good location.  
 
I would like to see an explanation as to why you are proposing an additional porta potty rather than 
opening the bathrooms. If the town is trying to prevent spread of the virus, I don’t understand how a 
porta potty can be more sanitary than cleaning the bathrooms on a regular basis.  
 
It would have been nice to have the opportunity to review the proposed lake rules before the Board of 
Selectmen meeting. I think a lot of the frustration and questions at the meeting last night could’ve been 
avoided if the public was able to review and think about these new rules beforehand.  I also wish there 
had been some sort of survey or option for public opinion before the meeting. We all know from past 
experience that the lake is a popular place and a hot topic with the town.  
 
I believe that you have the best interest of our town and residents in mind. Whatever decisions are 
made I would appreciate an explanation as to how all these new rules came about. 
 
Thank you, 
Karen Butzgy 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Jessica Callahan  
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 8:16 AM 
To: PublicInput@columbiact.org 
Subject: Lake/Beach access 2020 
 
 
 
Good morning, 
 
I had recently heard through a town social media page that residents could submit input here regarding 
beach access this summer.  As a tax paying resident I am very angry about the proposal to limit the 
number of people on the beach.  If passes are sold to all residents there is a potential for some to never 
be able to use them. If a family of 5 or 6 go to the lake that is already at least a 1/4 of the allowable 
capacity.  No one who bought a pass should be denied access. So you are essentially sold a pass you may 
never be able to use.  In addition,  do residents receive some kind of tax rebate for being denied the use 
of town facilities?  I recently called the town administration and spoke with Mark Walter.  I voiced my 
disappointment anout not being able to access the library. Again as a town tax payer, these facilities 
should be available to residents.   
 
Lastly, the requirement to wear a mask on the beach is not only ridiculous it is unhealthy. There is no 
need for a mask when one is outside in the fresh air. That defeats the purpose.  The Governors orders 
are not laws.  They are recommendations.  People can choose how to live their lives and the risks they 
are willing to take. I would think most agree that your risk in this town at the lake without a mask on is 
significantly low.  Allow people to enjoy the one thing that they can this summer since so many others 
are closed/cancelled.   
 
Thank you,  
Jessica Callahan 
 



From: Katherine Morrison  
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 9:52 AM 
To: PublicInput@columbiact.org 
Subject: BOS Audience of citizens 5/19 
 
The governor has chosen to keep open all state parks and beaches.  I believe Columbia Lake beach and 
Rec park should maintain its current state.  We do not need lifeguards at the beach, provided there is 
adequate signage that it is a swim at your own risk.  And to be honest, parents of the young children are 
often assisting them before the lifeguards do anyways.  One or two staff members to ensure the people 
using the beach are town residence, and following basic safety rules, should be sufficient.  Perhaps this 
staffing could include the Rec director and assistant director based on the fact that they are now located 
at the Murphy House. 
 
Both facilities offer enough space for people to adequately distance themselves.   In the over 15 years 
I’ve lived in town, there has rarely been an excessive amount of residents at the beach at one time (with 
the exception of those very hot weekends).   
 
It is the responsibility of our residence to use common sense.  If someone feels they are at risk by 
utilizing these facilities, they are free to decide to not use them.  Our kids need places like Rec park and 
the beach - to be outside, have fun and see their friends (which is possible at a socially acceptable 
distance). 
 
Thank you 
Jeff Morrison 
14 Columbia Landing  
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