
Town of Columbia 
Szegda Farm Management Committee 

MINUTES (Submitted by: Tom McGrath Chair) 
Thursday January 9, 2020 

Call to Order – 6PM 

Present: Tom McGrath, David Bull, Deb Smith, Leslie Brand, Marc Volza 

Minutes from 2019/11/07 - approved 

Community Garden 2020/2021 - Deb Smith as SFMC garden liaison, and Leslie Brand plot coordinator/garden 
mentor 

o Fencing – Tom McGrath will add additional clips or zip ties to the top wire of fence 
o Wood chips are now available and can be spread,  
o Work on newer section continues 
o Water Pump / Water Tank / Solar Pump Start up in 2020 around May 1st/ Shut Down in 2020 

around October 15th 
o Harvest Celebration August 2020 – discuss having this event in August with 2020 gardeners 
o Stone Dust – plans for having stone dust delivered by De Siato’ for Spring is underway.  We agreed 

we should have it unloaded in parking area nearest Szegda Farm sign and then moved into garden 
area as needed. Marc Volza will coordinate with Millie Ramsey 

Steward report -Tom McGrath 
o Trails conditions – trails are in good shape, recently cleaned up after storms 
o Parking lot conditions – upper lot had a lot of trash, recently cleaned up 
o Power Company activity on trails/roads etc. – still continuing 
o Szegda Road stonewall cleanup and spraying for 2020-2021, Tom McGrath will work with Marc 

Volza to take care of this 
o Agricultural usage of Ag Units 5 & 6 – no activity until power company completes work. 
o portable toilet 2020 – schedule for May to October again. Possibly make spot more level or move 

to more on the parking area behind pole barn 
o equipment (mowers, weedwacker) – equipment needs to be serviced prior to Spring by DPW. 
o DPW top soil from rec park ? – still needs to be done 
o DPW brush hog fields and roads ? – still needs to be done 

 
 
Action items:  Marc Volza, January, will send an email out to all of 2019 gardeners asking if they plan to return 
  Marc Volza, January-February, will post/publish the applications for garden plots 
  Marc Volza, January-February, will provide estimates for budget purposes, on 3 items 

• Purchasing a used Scag type lawn mower – ( Gano’s in Colchester) 

• Purchasing a new Scag type lawn mower – (Gano’s in Colchester) 

• Cost for private service to do mowing at Szegda Farm – 3 hours per time, every 
10 days, for 210 days (21 times between April 1 and November 1) 

  Marc Volza, to help getting Deb Smith and Leslie Brand formally added to the SFMC 
 

Adjournment – 7pm 
 
Next Regular Meeting: March 5,2020 

 


