Town of Columbia
Szegda Farm Management Committee
Tuesday, March 27, 2018

Present: Tom McGrath, Gary King, Nancy Schwartz, Mark Volza, Dave Szegda and guest Bob Ulkus
The meeting opened at 6:05 PM.

The minutes of 1/30/18 were approved .

Audience of Citizens: Bob Ulkus

Old business:

10 year anniversary celebration — June 21 — summer solstice (rain date June 22) — We went through a list of proposed
activities, discussing their status and viability. Bob Ulkus has put together a list of about 100 invitees who will receive an
individual electronic invitation. After the activity list is finalized and the flyer is completed, information will appear in the
Columbia View for the town residents. We discussed food options including the Farmer’s Cow. They may be willing to
offer samples, or at least have ice cream for sale. Water will be available for purchase as well other non-perishable food
items. We also discussed parking, pop-up tents (the rec committee has one we can use for the library’s summer reading
kickoff).

Budget Review 2018-2019 — Mark expects no changes to be made to the proposed budget.

Steward report — Gary had not had a chance to walk the trails after the last few storms. On 3/28, Wednesday morning,

he carefully walked them all. Here is his report: The Upper Trails (Yellow & Purple) are in reasonably good shape. |
removed most of the branches and limbs that fell in the last 2 storms. There are a couple still in both trails requiring a saw
to remove. On the Purple Trail as you head up the hill towards the parking lot there are some broken or leaning birch trees
that need to come down. A telephone pole that serves as a parking lot barrier has rolled into the field. Beer bottles and
other trash behind the stone wall needs to be removed. On the Lower Trails (Blue & Red) there are some broken trees
leaning and/or branches dangling that need to be removed. Most of these are on Blue Trail just as you cross the power
line heading out towards the back part of the property. All of the trails have some dead trees close to the trail and/or
overhanging dead tree limbs that need to be addressed as part of our maintenance program.

Comunity garden 2018 - Fencing — Bob stated that he would like to have an onsite meeting with the selected installation
contractor during July to hash out several proposals for the installation. Three sides of the fence could be put up during
the summer with minimal impact to the gardeners. The 4% side, the one that includes the water inlet, would need to
wait until late September when the water can be shut off and the hoses realigned. Signup for the garden is off to a slow
start. Two of our largest plot farmers will not be active this year

Szegda Road stonewall cleanup - Bob reiterated that the gardeners will be trying non-poisonous treatments against the
poison ivy if it reappears.

Agriculture usage of Ag units 5 & 6 — no news

Other improvements: Bob suggested that gravel could be added to make a parking area between the stone wall and the
garden. Also the ground on the pump side of the pole barn could be leveled out for future events.

New business:

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.  Next Regular meeting: May 22, 2018
Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Schwartz, SFMC secretary



