TOWN OF COLUMBIA
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 – 6:50 pm
Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room
323 Route 87, Columbia, CT
A Special Town Meeting of the duly electors and citizens qualified to vote in the Town Meeting of the Town of Columbia, Connecticut was held in the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room on Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 6:50pm. 
Present:  First Selectman, Steven M. Everett, Deputy Selectman, Robert Hellstrom; Mark Walter, Town Administrator	
Moderator:  Mark Desrosiers
Clerk:  Flo Polek 
Citizens: Nine
The meeting was called to order by Steven M. Everett at 6:50pm.
The meeting was turned over to the Moderator.  The Moderator read the clauses:  
Clause 1 – In order to provide cost efficient medical and or healthcare benefits for the Town’s municipal employees, to approve in principal the Town’s taking action to become a member of the Connecticut Collaborative Health Insurance Program (“CT-CHIP”), which is being formed among various municipalities and boards of education in Eastern Connecticut by an agreement of the kind authorized by Connecticut General Statutes Section 7-464b, which is the current codification of Public Act 10-174, An Act Concerning Agreements Between Municipalities and Boards of Education For The Joint Purchase Of Employee Health Insurance and which allows multiple municipalities and boards of education to join together for purposes of providing medical and or healthcare benefits for their employees.

[bookmark: _Hlk1633675]Clause 2 - To authorize, if Clause 1 is adopted, the Board of Selectmen to: (i) collaborate with the other municipalities and boards of education that are organizing CT-CHIP and; (ii) to cause the Town to become a participating member of such collaborative and a party to such an agreement if the Columbia Board of Selectman determines that the formation of CT-CHIP and a substantive and viable collaborative agreement has materialized and that it is in the interests of the Town to become a member of CT-CHIP and a party to such agreement.

Clause 3 - To authorize, if Clause 1 and 2 are adopted and the Town becomes a member of CT-CHIP, the Columbia Board of Selectman, and such Columbia Town employees as the Board of Selectman shall further authorize, to oversee all aspects of the Town’s membership in CT-CHIP, including without limitation, coordinating and monitoring all financial and legal aspects of such membership, participating in the administration and governance of the CT-CHIP collaborative, amending and adjusting from time to time the CT-CHIP collaborative agreement, and annually evaluating the Town’s continued membership or a decision to withdraw from such membership in CT-CHIP, all without need for further Town Meeting approval or other action.

The Moderator asked if there were Motions for the Clauses.  A motion was made by Steven M. Everett for all three Clauses as proposed.  R. Hellstrom SECONDED the MOTIONS.   

The Moderator turned the floor over to First Selectman, Steven M. Everett.  S. Everett explained that several small towns were coming together to form CT-CHIP and that this collaborative will provide benefits and savings to the town.  S. Everett gave his support of the motion.  

[bookmark: _Hlk1635779]The Moderator asked for comments from the Audience of Citizens.  With no further discussion, the Moderator called for a vote on all the Clauses.  MOTIONS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

S. Everett MOVED to ADJOURN the Special Town Meeting at 7:04pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Flo Polek
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