
Results of the 
September 2015 

Town of Columbia’s Opinion Survey

Purpose of the Survey

Columbia’s Planning & Zoning Commission is in the process of updating the town’s Plan of Conservation and 
Development (POCD) that will guide Columbia’s future for the next 10 years.   Essentially, a POCD is the master 
plan for a town’s future growth and conservation.  It is a long-range plan developed with the input from residents, 
property owners, business owners, Boards and Commissions and adopted by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
It outlines the vision for future business and housing development and identifies important natural and community 
resources that should be considered for conservation.  Our last POCD was adopted in 2006 and has been used by 
Columbia’s Boards and Commissions as they considered regulations and policy changes.   

Connecticut State statute requires all towns adopt a new POCD every ten years.  Towns that do not have an 
updated Plan may not be eligible for discretionary state grant programs.   

The Planning & Zoning Commission is using this survey to hear comments and recommendations from Columbia 
residents and businesses.   Earlier this year Columbia’s Commission on Aging conducted a survey asking specific 
questions about how the Town can address the needs of seniors; those comments will also be used as the POCD 
is developed. 

Once the draft of the POCD has been prepared, it will be available on the town’s website.  There will be meetings 
and other opportunities for interested residents to provide input on the Plan.   Before the 2016 POCD is adopted, the 
Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on the Plan to receive additional comments.   To meet 
State Statutes, the POCD needs to be submitted to the State by June 30, 2016.  

How the Survey was Conducted

Questions were developed over a few months, reviewed and edited to balance the need for information with the 
length of time it would take a resident to complete the survey.  The survey asked questions about living in Columbia 
and what about Columbia is important to the responder.   Other questions asked what type of future housing 
and commercial/business development should be encouraged, and where was the best place for new commercial 
development.   The survey asked ‘how are we doing’ in certain areas, and what has the most importance for 
Columbia’s future  and what should be changed.   To ensure that responders had the opportunity to elaborate or 
offer other thoughts, many questions had open ended questions which are harder to tally, but important to hear.  

The survey used the on-line Survey Monkey website and had paper copies available.  The Survey was available for 
six weeks, from August 27th to September 30th.   Residents were notified of the survey by flyers, emails and a post 
card that was mailed to each postal delivery in Columbia.  

Survey Results

In the next seven pages the results of the survey are summarized using charts and graphs; and, in the appendix  all 
comments made on individual survey responses to the open ended and ‘other’ questions are included.  
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QUESTIONS ABOUT LIVING IN COLUMBIA

Q 1.  What town do you live in?  
Q 2.  If you don’t live in Columbia, why are you interested in the Town’s future?

Of the 231 respondents, 224 stated Columbia was their residence, one had family in Columbia and 
six did not respond to the question but their responses indicated they were involved with the town and 
most likely were residents or business owners.     

Q 3.  Overall, how would you rate the quality of life in Columbia? 

77% (176) responded that the quality of life was excellent to very good

18% (  41) responded that the quality of life was excellent 
59% (135) responded that the quality of life was very good
20% (  45) responded that the quality of life was good
  3% (    8) responded that the quality of life was fair
  0% (    1) responded that the quality of life was poor

Q 4.  What is it about Columbia  that is important to you? 

The overall ranking among the choices is depicted below, with individual charts on the following pages.

See the appendix for all ‘other’ responses.
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Q 4. (cont)  What is it about Columbia that is important to you?             

The following charts 
show the results by 
individual topic.  

See the Appendix 
for the comments 
supplied to the 
question “What else 
is important to you?”
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Q 5.  What type of home do you live in? 

98% responded that they lived in a single family home that they own

Q 6.  Do you see yourself living in Columbia in 10 or 15 years? 

 76%  (174) plan to live in Columbia in 10 – 15 years.
 24%  ( 56 )  do not plan to live in Columbia in 10-15 years 

If no, please tell us why
The majority of the answers fall into distinct groups -
35 %  are at or nearing retirement age and feel Columbia has few options for seniors
28 %  would move because of taxes and the high cost of living here
13 %  the lack of activities here, such as social activities for youth, shopping or dining 

   10 %  said they were undecided
   14 % had other reasons - Columbia doesn’t invest in itself, move when empty-nester, closer to work.  

See the appendix for the full list of responses.

Q 7.  If yes, what type of housing you plan to live in? 

 84%  (155) plan to live in their current home
   6%  (  11)  plan to live in an over 55 active adult community in Columbia
   5%  (    9) plan to live in a larger home that they own in Columbia
   4%  (    8)  plan to live in a smaller home  that they own in Columbia
   1%   (   1)  plan to rent a home or apartment in Columbia

Six responders answered ‘other’ with the following:            

• either current home or smaller home in Columbia, or over 55 community in columbia
• We would love an active community for adults (seniors perhaps) that’s affordable, 3 bedroom, with 

country feel to it.
• where are the apartments in Columbia suitable for elderly
• There is a need for affordable senior housing. I would like to be able to live in a smaller house in a 

supportive community and not have to worry with yard upkeep. I do not want to sell my house and 
end up paying more for “down-sizing”.

• we need a ranch because I’m handicapped, but currently live in a cape (it was cheaper).  we may 
move up north (NH, VT, ME???) in 2021.

• out of Ct
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QUESTIONS ABOUT FUTURE DEVELOPMENT IN COLUMBIA   

Q 8.  What type of new housing should Columbia encourage? (check all that apply)

See the appendix for all ‘other’ responses.

Q 9.  What type of new businesses should Columbia encourage? (check all that apply)

See the appendix for all ‘other’ responses.

Q 10.  Where are the best places for future business development in Columbia?  (check all that apply)

See the appendix for all ‘other’ responses.
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QUESTIONS ABOUT COLUMBIA’S PUBLIC AREAS  

Q 11.  How would you rate the following areas?  In other words, how are we doing? 

Q 12. How important are additional recreational opportunities for you?

See the appendix for a list of all responses on other recreational opportunities.  

Q 13.  How often do you or a member of your family 
participate in activities at recreation park? 

32%  (  73) responded extremely to very often 
16%  (  38) responded moderately often
52%  (118) responded occasionally or not at all
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QUESTIONS ABOUT COLUMBIA’S FUTURE

Q 14.  What are the three things about Columbia that are most important to you?

See the Appendix for the full list of responses

Q 15.  What are the three things about Columbia that you would like to change? 

See the Appendix for the full list of responses

Q 16.  You have $50 to distribute in the following areas in any way you wish (spread out or all 
on one area).  Choose the categories that you would like Columbia to focus on:
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the fifth $10

In addition to the 204 responders who prioritization is depicted above, 13 had other ideas for their 
first $10 (community center, library, preserving the lake, education), 9 did not respond and 5 stated 
that the town should not spend money on any of these categories.   
The first $10 was allocated as follows:
	 28% (  57) chose protecting open space
	 22% (  44) chose additional hiking/biking trails
	 16% (  33) chose additional youth programs
	 15% (  30) chose more police and fire protection
	 12% (  25) chose improving community buildings
	   7% (  15) chose new ball fields 

Q 17.  Do you have any other comments or concerns?  

See the Appendix for the full list of responses
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Appendix 
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Q 4.  What is it about Columbia that is important to you?   ‘other’ responses 

● 	people are nice
● 	Appearance of commercial areas
● 	The control of spending at the municipal level is most important.  This survey is biased and assumes that things 

of importance (i.e., air quality, water quality, forests, open spaces) must be addressed at the local level.  In reality, 
these are addressed at both the national and state level with requirements applicable to activities and operations 
in town.    Taxes should be decreasing as the interest on municipal bonds is elimated and unfortantely they are 
not.  We do not want the town to institute new planning and zoning initiatives that will add to the tax base even if 
they “can do so with no increase in the mill rate”.  Added initiatives and costs are added costs, no matter how the 
town plays with the fund balance, bond interest and mill rate.   

● 	Elimination of pesticide use on town property
● 	TAXES ARE TOO HIGH!!!!!
● 	Library, transportation, senior citizen accomadations
● 	Peace and quite 
● 	Property Rights
● 	The character of the residents, unpretentious
● 	Historic atmosphere of the town 
● 	Mono Pond
● 	Immedite response of EMT’s 
● 	activities at the senior center:     love art classes, yoga, etc.
● 	Safety and security
● 	lake quality, small town feel, low taxes, limiting growth
● 	Balances of farm, open space and safety for family life
● 	Community spirit and a good school system
● 	easy access to the public beach at COLUMBIA LAKE
● 	Community
● 	Quality School system. 
● 	Under Lifestyle: Activities for kids and families, sense of community
● 	It’s home and I like it. We do need some business to offset taxes.
● 	Controlling the level of noise on streets, in neighborhoods and on the lake (motorcyles, lawn mowers, dogs and 

jet skis are all too loud)
● 	Services for Seniors
● 	Recreational activities, Education including classes of interest to adults, Opportunities to meet others
● 	Low crime and safe living environment.
● 	preserving and maintaining the historical and architectural character of Columbia’s neighborhoods
● 	Friendly close knit town, tax rate
● 	good library, safety
● 	Safety
● 	Annual events  such as rhe 4th of July parade
● 	Investing in the future of the town- shops restaurants activities
● 	Some local stores/businesses in center of town but maintaining the rural character 
● 	a few more convenciences - stores, but not too many
● 	Large Lot Requirement
● 	Character of the people of the town
● 	Mono pond invading species turning it into a mud bog
● 	comfortable spaces around residential and services offered by the town. No crowding. 
● 	Safety
● 	taxes, education, blite, industry, tax free groups, and infrastructure.
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● 	low crime - safe community - quiet neighborhood - places to walk
● 	Quiet, low traffic, 
● 	Continued low taxes (relative to other towns)
● 	playgrounds, schools
● 	sidewalks
● 	Quietness.
● 	Roads
● 	peace and quiet
● 	Small town
● 	Generally quiet.  Friendly neighbors.  Grew up in home I live in.
● 	low crime,good town maintenence,library,close access to 6/384,wildlife
● 	Good/safe environment, especially for children
● 	Keeping property taxes stable for those of us on a fixed income
● 	Family friendly, good schools
● 	Low taxes, not over developed, 
● 	open natural areas and space for the development of community activities
● 	Recreation opportunities
● 	Privacy,small town feel
● 	Freedom to do as I like on my land. Freedom to hunt,fish and shoot
● 	Modest population count
● 	public safety
● 	small goverment you continue to grow it
● 	low cost
● 	Small town feel that isn’t crowded by traffic from businesses 
● 	Access to shopping and medical, Recreational activities
● 	Safety, lower taxes, cleanliness, character 
● 	quality of school system, mill rate
● 	Security
● 	Quality of life - things to do, availablity of services
● 	The school system
● 	That taxes don’t increase more than the cost of living!
● 	Affordable housing, transparent and timely communication by town officials 
● 	Good school for the future of all children
● 	minimal town government, town fiscal responsibility
● 	small relatively close knit community
● 	Friendly, peaceful, relaxing place to be.
● 	Grew up here, like it as it is.
● 	Senior Center offering activities
● 	Investment in having a great school, library and
● 	Education, expanding services (library, recreation) for whole town, recycling and reducing waste.
● 	Recreational opportunities
● 	Public hunting land, low cost to live such as taxes
● 	Schools/Education 
● 	Youth sports, recreation 
● 	My family is here.
● 	Schools
● 	Activities for my children 
● 	The school system is the most important.
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● 	Iibrary, sports, public services
● 	Keeping taxed down
● 	Schools
● 	Small community, safety
● 	Safer biking
● 	Having safe places for recreation, parks, swimming, biking ect
● 	Keeping Columbia safe and having that small town feel.
● 	Activities for children, Rec Park, School
● 	Local businesses, rec park
● 	safety
● 	safe, family friendly activities
● 	maintaining high quality educational opportunities/school, provision for senior services, maintaining the vital emer-

gency services (fire/911)
● 	Recreation
● 	Low crime rate, community services, well maintained roads, I would like to see sidewalks on all roadsides. 
● 	good schools and access to recreation. 
● 	freedom to live without government intrusion
● 	The total picture.  Accessibility to Willi, Hebron, and UConn.
● 	The Rec Park
● 	Areas for children to have activities
● 	Schools, taxes
● 	family activities. low taxes. 
● 	recreation activities
● 	Transportation for elderly and disabled
● 	They don’t seem to waste money. Taxes are reasonable
● 	Low Taxes, Personal Property Rights, Modest Community, Hunting, Fishing, Gardening, Livestock
● 	quality education and people with foresight running the town
● 	Our Senior’s welfare, a population which is greater than our sorrounding neighbors
● 	A well managed town

Q 6.  If you do not see yourself living in Columbia in 10 or 15 years - Why not?

● 	may go south
● 	I’m old.
● 	We hope to retire in 8-10 years and don’t see this as a town to be retired in.  It’s too far from services
● 	1.  A municipal budget that is out of control; see discussion above concerning What Else is Important.    2.  And a 

board of selectmen that blocks efforts to have the budget go to a referendum during which residents can vote dur-
ing the course of a day rather than in a designated evening meeting.  Purportedly, the board is concerned that a 
referendum will not allow for public discussion but a town meeting to discuss a budget going to referendum could 
still be held.

● 	Elderly and no Senior Living (assisted living) near by
● 	Unsure if we are able to age in place.
● 	It is getting to the point where my $6,000.00 per year in property taxes is roughly the equivalent to a home mort-

gage in many southern, rural locations.
● 	old age
● 	Cost to live here in CT keeps getting expensive. When I retire my property taxes will be higher than my mortgage 

also regulation on you properties are getting to intrusive.
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● 	There is a lack of social activities for our children 
● 	High Taxes in Connecticut, state mandates by liberal democrats  
● 	Not enough resources both in town and in the general area for the elderly. 
● 	I plan on being in Columbia for at least five more years.   I am not sure if I want to be doing as much driving as I 

am now doing in ten to fifteen years.    
● 	born and raised here. do not want to move unless gets so too expensive.
● 	We hope to move down south.
● 	We hope to relocate to the south.
● 	Property too large to maintain on a pension.  There are no affordable housing options to down size to.
● 	Expensive, not much to offer 
● 	Columbia is a public transportation desert. Their are no new indoor winter recreational facilities for swimming or 

fitness available in town. 
● 	Getting older, few senior living options
● 	Will want to be closer to shops restaurants activities
● 	It’s a little too far from the coast and from conveniences like shopping, movies, etc.
● 	Possibly. Not sure where we will be, but a place like Columbia is very likely
● 	Taxes too high with nothing to show for it.
● 	I have been here over fifty years and do not anticipate leaving.
● 	Age, desire to live near children and grandchildren.
● 	Will likely try to move if possible depending on family.  Activities and Restaurants are limited in area - always have 

to drive 20/25 miles.  Ready for change.
● 	Nothing to keep seniors here - no sidewalks - speed limits are not enforced
● 	Retirement soon!!  Connecticut is too expensive to live in....too many taxes!!!
● 	we would be moving closer to a place of employment
● 	Plan to retire to warmer climate.
● 	We are looking to buy a plot of land and build a new home and as of right now, what we are looking for isn’t avail-

able in Columbia. We love it here, but will probably be in a surrounding area town in 10-15 years.
● 	Ct taxes
● 	I am tired of the winter weather and am looking to move to the middle Atlantic states when kids are done with high 

school (~ 4 years).  Also not happy about the overall economic conditions in Connecticut (its not very business 
friendly - has nothing to do with Columbia specifically).

● 	You are becoming just like Windham
● 	We will probably retire to a smaller home that is more conveniently located to services.
● 	Only here due to children. They wanted to finish school at Porter and go to HS with friends. Once they go to col-

lege, I will most likely move somewhere more suburban.
● 	If Taxes go up to much we’re out!
● 	Plan to retire outside Connecticut due to high cost of living.  Otherwise, I would stay
● 	My parents will most likely be moving out of the area and I will find somewhere closer to where my girlfriend will 

be teaching when she graduates college
● 	taxes are to high
● 	The answer is actually maybe.  Our son is 7 and all depends upon quality of high school choices, where he goes 

to college, and even state of CT economy that may force out of state to warmer weather.  If we were to move we 
would look for a place similar to Columbia.

● 	There is no economic development. The taxes in CT are too high. The town caters only to senior citizens who 
insist on keeping the town in the dark ages.

● 	anticipate downsizing for active adult community with a continnum of care
● 	Ct is too expensive 
● 	No future for families and youth.  The aging population doesn’t change or improvements.
● 	Will move when kids are grown 
● 	Not enough change, resistance to change and small town politics getting old.
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● 	Unless we decide to leave CT because economic issues/cost of living and taxation is so high. Raising kids here 
for now.

● 	Columbia is a small, close knit town that could be a superior place to live, and while it has some benefits - good 
schools, safe living, etc. - it does not invest in overall community living with a new library, Community Center or 
any commercial development for convenience to things.  While I would stay here through my children attending 
school, I could see myself moving to a town with more resources.

● 	Can’t afford to retire in Connecticut . 
● 	Not  sure . My  family  has  lived  here  for  more  than  100 years . Columbia  has  changed  so much  and  not  

all  for  the  better . 
● 	Already own a home
● 	I wish maybe was a choice.  We are looking for a bigger house, and Columbia is certainly a strong option be-

cause we are happy here, but other towns we are looking at have better playgrounds, libraries and in-town high 
school options, which are serious considerations.

● 	I am a senior citizen & find it disturbing that I may not have a choice about staying in Columbia because there 
is not enough affordable housing for seniors.  I also would like to see a community center for all age groups to 
enjoy. 

● 	Retiring, moving where taxes are less
● 	If not...it will be because of the state’s high tax on retirement income.
● 	Really not sure  Depends on transportation possibilities.
● 	Will keep lake house but will stay there in summer only. Will move to florida permanently in next couple years
● 	The disintegration of property rights, regulations and high cost of living and high cost of business ownership. 

Every year is harder to make a living at our manufacturing business and just am not sure it will be worthwhile to 
remain in the state I love.

Q 8.  Responses to ‘other’ type of new housing Columbia should encourage
● 	Smaller empty nester homes
● 	The market should dictate
● 	A mix of all types of housing clustered in town center, or commercial district would be most appropriate.
● 	senior housing that is affordable on a limited pension, congregate housing for seniors , affordable condominiums 

on the Asta Wama site should it ever become available for purchase
● 	Affordable single family ranch homes for retirees on their own plots of land with no HOA fees.
● 	Ensure that for apartments and/or condos town ordinances protect Columbia Lake/Watershed area and not allow 

these types of housing in those areas.
● 	This question is difficult to answer without knowing the current mix
● 	Or planned communities such as Wickford Rd. which are an integrated whole of different housing types in an at-

tractive setting.
● 	We are already destroying so many wooded areas, and there are houses sitting on the market. Let’s be smarter. 
● 	Senior housing....less expensive homes for seniors who want to stay in Columbia but need to get rid of their big-

ger home because they can no longer take care of it.
● 	Currently, new homes are not needed, but potentially yes the future. There are many low priced houses in Colum-

bia, but perhaps mid to upper range could be needed in the future. Apartments and Condominiums do not see to 
be a good fit with the character of the rural town. 

● 	townhouse type housing for 1-2 people
● 	subdivisions
● 	ranches and homes for handicapped people - no stairs, walk in bath, etc...
● 	Unsure,  like smallness of town.  Certainly do not like the idea of low quality  gigantic houses.
● 	Rent controlled housing for seniors.
● 	Developments that encourage walking, biking, less driving, access to open space, clustered, town center 

concept....i.e. “Downtown Columbia”
● 	I would include condominiums, but that is a form of ownership, not a type of building.  Individual homes can be 

condominiums.
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● 	All Housing it is against the law to descriminate
● 	Low impact, quality built, sustainable homes - yes it’s possible.   Mixed-use development. Residential on upper 

floors, retail/office space on the first floor.  This promotes, community, safety, and walkability.  Columbia is really 
a town you drive through not a destination (and I live here!). It’s not affordable to live in Columbia and that is not 
sustainable from a tax revenue perspective. If you want to change that then you need a destination for people to 
arrive at. However since Columbia doesn’t have a defined downtown space the community would have to con-
sider that.  Tiny house communities on large parcels of land (please look this up, this is an up an coming move-
ment across the country). Envelope homes for new single family homes (please look this up). it appears difficult to 
build up a downtown core area. Look at what Marlborough did to their downtown area at the four corners of Rte. 
66. Just be defining more space and adding sidewalks make the whole space feel a more inclusive. As my new 
neighbor who just moved in from West Hartford told me, “Columbia is a great place to retire!”. How are we going 
to pay for all the retirees and their needed services. 

● 	Renovations and improvements are always encouraged
● 	I’ve lived many places and I know that having a strong tax base makes for a strong town so I understand the need 

to build but it needs to done in a way that protects the rural attractiveness of the area.
● 	There are enough homes for sale in Columbia, theres no real need to consume more land to build more houses.  

Eventually all the land will be used up unless its wetlands. 
● 	We have plenty 55+ housing and fo not need any more liw income housing. We need tax payers with families that 

care about schools and rec park.
● 	I’d like to see less land taken down for more houses. 
● 	I don’t know.
● 	Not sure
● 	Columbia stays pretty level. I came from Glastonbury which has exploded in the last 10 years. I grew up there my 

business ifs there and the town has grown wildly out of control.
● 	Let the FREE MARKET dictate the needs of the future. Columbia should not be picking the winners and losers. 

Builders will build what people want to buy. I do like the larger lot sizes so that the density doesn’t exceed our 
water resources. But we should allow for clustering for some senior living, and affordable multiuse buildings and/
or condos to attract younger people. 

Q 9.  Responses to ‘other’ type of new businesses Columbia should encourage

● 	If Columbia can encourage business development without incurring costs to do so and without offering tax re-
bates/incentives, it should.

● 	Low impact tax generating businesses…….Those that do not generate a lot of additional motor vehicle traffic.  My 
preference is high tech or manufacturing verses retail.

● 	really need a local grocery store in columbia
● 	grocery store
● 	The market should dictate
● 	It would be great to have a local restaurant that is kid friendly to be able to relax and un-wind.  The closest estab-

lishment is in Lebanon. A sports dome would also be a great attraction to help keep kids fit and motivated. 
● 	Any type of business willing to do business in Columbia
● 	Office buildings, industry, manufacturing and retail should be confined to the Rt 6 area which is currently commer-

cially zoned. Home and agricultural enterprises need not be confined to those areas as they positively contribute 
to the rural character of the town.

● 	We need business to lower our tax base
● 	An assisted living complex similar to ones in South Windsor and glastonbury
● 	Medical offices and clinics. A grocery store and pharmacy. Fitness centers.  Encourage business that deliver, 

Columbia is so car dependent.
● 	Businesses that would accommodate/beneift a 55+ livable community.
● 	In our commercial areas rebuild the mostly defunct Route 6 mall area. Find an anchor store be it retail, grocery 

and/or drug store that will attract and retain other businesses and professional offices.
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● 	Columbia should be careful in attracting “clean businesses” such as Columbia Manufacturing in the industrial 
Park (underutilized today) or along the Route 6 corridor. Plenty of restaurants exist in the local area, but it is a 
shame the one restaurant in the shopping center couldn’t survive. The shopping center is an eye sore since it is 
mostly vacant, not well maintained with crumbling blacktop.  

● 	Some small shops near the center of town.
● 	only encourage development on route 6 and 66.......everywhere else needs to stay open space and rural.
● 	General store, Community center not just for seniors. Utilize old firehouse for community center ? There were 

federal grants for this a few years back. 
● 	We need business to keep our local economy strong, attract people to live here, and keep taxes for individuals 

affordable. Living in the country is wonderful, but you need convenient services as well.
● 	High end/ service supermarket
● 	small business and manufacturing would be ideal.
● 	Fix what is already present and “broken” ie. plaza near 6 and 66 junction.  Know there are issues.  Agricultural, 

yes, without contamination.  Maybe professional offices but consideration for traffic and noise including night time 
deliveries.  No further businesses near residential roads, rezoning might be nice.  Traffic noises 2am and start 
again at 5am when we are all getting ready or going to work.

● 	Perhaps antique shops.  Regarding my response of ‘restaurants’, NOT fast food restaurants.  We need a high 
quality, non-chain restaurant that will attract diners from all over.

● 	coffee shop other than dunkin donuts
● 	No franchise. No big business 
● 	all small and large businesses (if not polluting Columbia or make droning noises, manufacturing noises) which 

increase will tax base but keep to integrity and rural character of town
● 	I believe Columbia should have a little downtown area with little Mom and Pop shops or restaurants. Maybe a cof-

fee shop,icecream parlor, yogurt place...  Things amid at family...
● 	A small retail. Not “big box”.  Mixed use development.  Retail/Office Space on the bottom and residential on top. 

All these business types depend on zoning classifications.  And it should be warranted to utilize commercial 
space that already exists.  There is no reason that Columbia couldn’t have more manufacturing or hi-tech but if 
it’s not zoned, or has infrastructure that can support industry than it will never work. Current abandoned business 
plazas should be studied as to why there might be high turnover, or high rate of business failure.  Combinations of 
why businesses fail can be due to failing structural and infrastructure systems.  Set backs and parking lot configu-
rations also contribute to business decline - if it’s difficult to pull in/pull out and park - forget it people won’t do it.  
Consider traffic studies.   

● 	Target would draw people
● 	Any business should be considered. We need a stronger tax base.
● 	I think that it would be a huge benefit to Columbia to add more commercial incentives and business encourage-

ment to add convenience to the town and to gain tax revenue that could help support town services.  Currently, 
residents are doing all their shopping in Hebron, Willimantic or nearby towns.

● 	Small shops and stores are nice but not big retail.
● 	Restraunts
● 	Community center that has child care and a fitness center similar to a YMCA.     Small grocery store    
● 	Anything to lower the tax burden on residents.
● 	General employment business such as construction business or home business 
● 	All business should be encouraged. Helps w the tax base without adding school population growth. 
● 	Business means jobs. No type of business should be encouraged over another. Why would any enterprise be 

discouraged?

Q 10.  Responses to where are ‘other’ places for new business development in Columbia 
● 	along route 6
● 	Also along rte 87.  Centralize tech and mfg along easy to reach roads that are not especially desirable for resi-

dential use.  
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● 	Columbia should not consider adding a business park for a number of reasons.   1. It would squander valuable 
open space. 2. It would detract from the rural character of the town. 3. I would be a waste of tax payer money, 
since Columbia isn’t easily accessible by a highway (that connects to anything) it would be difficult to fill.

● 	Where it fits in.
● 	Along Route 6, near the junction with the highway connector.    Fix the junction up at the Lighthouse, it looks ter-

rible and is dangerous.     No new development on Rte 66 from Center Rte 87  to Hebron.
● 	Refrain from business development and preserve the charm of Columbia Town Center; preserve Columbia Lake, 

Mono Pond and those residential areas. Develop current Route 6 corridor as the main commercial area; Consider 
smaller business development on Route 66 that is different from Hebron Center that already has CVS and Ted’s.

● 	Along Route 6 as long as it does not impact the aquifer. Keep Route 66 from the center of town to the Hebron 
border residential.

● 	87 and 66 intersection
● 	Make use of the existing shopping plaza with restaurants and specialty stores
● 	Rt 66 E. South of Rt 6 Intersection. (along road toward Willimantic.)     Businesses that Columbia needs (any-

where in town):  - Coffee house and breakfast nook  - Ice cream shop  - Summer burger  “shack”  - Sit down 
restaurant ($$ price)     

● 	Know we need a tax base but...
● 	Do not allow business that generate litter (fast food)
● 	Center of Town and convenient to all residents.  This would place it along Routes 66 and 87
● 	 Along Rt. 6 only , NOT  Rt. 66
● 	We are good the way we are.no big business. 
● 	Possible small retail shops near center of town. 
● 	Any where it is accessable
● 	Route 6 only
● 	Structurally build UP. Not out. Avoid urban sprawl as much as possible.  Mixed use development. Business parks 

are risky and can often sit abandoned.  Please don’t allow developers to building strip malls all along Rte 66 and 
Rte 6 hoping that retailers might come.  That’s the “Field of Dreams” mentality.  “If you build it they will come”. 
My hometown looked a lot like Columbia and all of Rte 7. in New Milford, CT looks like one giant strip mall - like 
Manchester, CT.  Ew. We’re better than that. Really we are! 

● 	Establish a Route 6 business corridor
● 	Maybe could redo or improve the area where Leventis was
● 	Shouldn’t develop anything new, refurbish what there already is or nothing 
● 	Columbia needs to encourage future businesses to move in and/or develop more business areas because 

ultimately, these businesses will assist with taxes. The plaza on Rt 66 (old Leventi’s) should be looked into for a 
community center, restaurant, small grocery store, etc

● 	Also - revamp Columbia Shopping Center on Rt 6 and revitalize.  Could town buy property and put in Community 
Center there or new library and then rent spots?      

● 	professional and service offices near the center of town
● 	We need restraunts in Columbia. Unique restraunts - not chains.
● 	There are many locations near existing businesses along Route 6. The best examples are Columbia Plaza, busi-

ness parks near the dump, and business parks near Mackey’s.
● 	Route 66 Conklin lime area to route 6 and east and west 6/66east already zoned areas. 
● 	An industrial park would add good jobs and tax revenue to the town. 
● 	Cottage industries should also be encouraged.
● 	Depends on the kind of business as to where it should be located.

Q 11.  Responses to what ‘other’ recreational opportunity that is important to you
● 	recreational opportunities for special needs people
● 	Again, this survey is biased and assumes that recreation and other town services/areas are not tied to cost.   We 

checked multiple items as “needing improvement” but the “improvement’ needed is that less funding should be 
provided to these services, not more.  For example, after residents twice defeated a library expansion, the board  
opted to spend significant dollars for this nonetheless.
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● 	We have more than enough options.
● 	Definitely NO bike lanes on any roads.  The automobile owners’ taxes for the roads.  If the bicyclists would 

like to pay an equivalent share of tax, perhaps it could work but no free rides for the bikes!
● 	The library will probably rank quite high when the renovations are finished.    Senior Center, which didn’t even 

make your list of important areas.  Why not????
● 	Hunting, Fishing, Shooting Range, Some ATV Trails. 
● 	Sports dome for year round activities.  Keep the kids busy and out of trouble. 
● 	Fix existing facilities, expand town hall and library, utilize unused space at Old Fire House and school for ser-

vices.  Old Firehouse upstairs would be excellent for offices.
● 	Golf course
● 	Wish there was music lessons and summer theater (as there once had been).    
● 	Cross-country ski trails
● 	I asked about a bocce court being put in at Rec. park and nothing happened.   I also suggested sstarting a 

bocce league. 
● 	Swimming and boating
● 	A facility that is air conditioned.
● 	kayaking availability  for more months of the year than just july and August and training for use
● 	hunting, shooting, fishing
● 	Indoor town rec. center - with afterschool care for working parents, indoor gym space, meeting and confer-

ence rooms, etc
● 	Off season indoor swimming pool and therapy pools, sauna, and weight rooms.
● 	Walking paths in areas where road traffic and guide rails threaten the safety of pedestrians. 
● 	Adult ball fields for those children who grew up playing sports and now have little access to continue staying 

active if they wish to remain in Columbia! Adult activities that help to keep our population healthy but don’t 
require a weekly fee to participate! Well maintained walking paths and playscapes. Recreation is such a large 
contributor to quality of life yet it seems to be very poorly funded and last on the list for maintenance here in 
Columbia.

● 	An area that is mostly flat that is safe to take a walk or run. Something like the Lebanon green.  Columbias 
roads are narrow and at time can be dangerous.     The play ground at rec park has a lot of  Carpender bees. 
Also the playground structure itself has a lot of splinters and it is showing it’s age 

● 	Getting a fitness club to come to Columbia
● 	Recreational opportunities are very important to attract and retain residents. I think a town community / rec-

reation center - preferably connected to or near the library, school, post office, town hall and senior housing 
would be a great addition to town, along with a general store and restaurant to make it a mini-walkable com-
munity (similar to Mansfield Center, but much smaller). The few small houses on Rte 87 south of Route 66 is 
a possible spot or the houses to the opposite side of the current library.

● 	Rec Park has certainly grown over the years along with Columbia put only in 1 or 2 sports - baseball fields 
and soccer.  The tennis and basketball courts (first only 1 each) and second are terrible.  people use other 
towns.  More activities need to be added.  I remember when the ice rink was there - people would use facili-
ties if more were offered.  Maybe not to the scale of Mansfield community center but something like that is 
lacking here.

● 	therapy pool  more recreation classes for seniors  more recreation classes in the arts  
● 	Baseball field needs a covered press box to make it competitive with other town fields.  More Soccer fields.  

Improve current basketball courts at Rec park.  Add another gym/fitness center with more basketball courts.  
Columbia youth basketball is killing for court time all winter long.  

● 	hunting and fishing
● 	Indoor options for children during the winter months.  Such as open gym sessions etc.  Also a town indoor 

pool would be costly but exceptional.
● 	Horse and dog friendly trails
● 	Personally  I like to walk but my road is not ideal for that, in the summer I love the park but hate being out in 

the cold.  To drive by my road, have to change then change back again to use Cardio Express hasn’t worked 
for me.  And my hours can very somewhat.  Wish Hebron or Marlboro would put in something or even in the 
plaza, (under new ownership).  As many of us are getting older, other then myself, it would be nice to have a 
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place with older people manning the helm who would know how to work with people who may have had inju-
ries, or degeneration issues, or just not comfortable using equiptment to get us going.  Also classes to keep 
the mind sharp and even address health issues.

● 	I would like to see a tee ball specific field at rec park
● 	fishing
● 	Safe walking paths ,like Lebanon center has , 
● 	Pool or splash pad   Family fitness center
● 	I like the town sponsored classes, especially Zumba.
● 	Other activities amid at the youth in this town. In the winter everyone is at home doing nothing. We need a 

place kids/teens could go and hang out. In the summer thenkids are all at the lake with no other choices left.  
We just currently moved up here and there are no playgrounds in Columbia.  Nothing to do with in this town 
but wait for the summer to go to the lake.

● 	How about sidewalks down route 87.  Or if sidewalks are too invasive because trees will be cut down. How 
about speed bumps - oh wait that would require the state to actually get involved.     Has the Rec. Department 
tried offering the following: sailing classes, ice sailing builds/competitions, ice fishing competitions, ice skating 
events - have they partnered with the Columbia Lake Association? Columbia could put itself on the map and 
generate revenue with an unique annual recreation activity.  

● 	Rec park used to have a hockey rink for the youth to learn. It would be easy to accomplish this again in the 
winter months when the park is not in use.

● 	Would be great to have a community center in town. Sidewalks for walking or bike riding on roads.
● 	The soccer fields -  look at the surrounding towns.  Columbia’s fields are a joke
● 	Teen center/ teen activities 
● 	More adult activities (variety), expand youth activities past soccer, basketball and baseball.
● 	A recreation center with a pool
● 	Archery range
● 	Indoor pool, centralized location for workouts/classes
● 	Recreational/community center
● 	We need a town recreation center of some kind. It might incorporate many of the above categories.
● 	I would like to see sidewalks.  There should be sidewalks down Route 87 to the Lake and up to the library, 

town hall and school.  Would also like to see bike lanes throughout towns.      The town purchased land 
adjacent to  Rec Park last year to add on - when will this be done? Could they put in biking/hiking trails right 
away?

● 	Swimming or community center
● 	climbing wall
● 	Volleyball court maintenance
● 	Would love to have a indoor fitness center with a pool, track and basketball courts.
● 	Bike lanes are very much needed!
● 	The playscape at rec park is in need of updating, the wood structure causes splinters, it is not handicap ac-

cessible, the surface material seems unsafe.      Also, I know that last year the idea to create a recreational 
facility, pool, courts and something that incorporates the library was addressed, I think to keep the town grow-
ing and to bring in young tax paying families, something like this should be considered.  Maybe something like 
the mansfield rec center. 

● 	Soccer fields - lights on fields!!!
● 	The playground is a disgrace to the town,  incredibly unsafe for young children, and also a liability for the 

town.  The missing rungs on the platform at the very top of the highest structure make it possible for my 6 
year old to be able to slide right through, potentially falling at least 10 feet to the ground.  Additionally, there 
is no where near the required amount of ground cover (practically non-existent under slides especially) to 
provide any protection from a fall.  One of my children, and many others I know of have received horrible 
splinters from the aged wood.  Because of this, we rarely go there, instead frequenting parks in other towns.  
Unfortunately, my children are drawn to the playscape after soccer and t-ball, but I cringe whenever they are 
there.  

● 	Spray park at the current rec park. Dog park, soccer fields, playscape needs to be replaced!!       
● 	Pool, inside track , 
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● 	Splash pad
● 	The playscape at rec park is in awful shape and needs desperately to be repaired or replaced.
● 	Town needs another gym for basketball. 
● 	Better beach - regrade it, it’s way too steep.
● 	Motor sports activity areas. Use of kayaking areas at anytime. 
● 	Sports stuff is good. There’s is plenty of rural land in columbia for biking hiking etc. waste of taxpayer money
● 	I would like to have a town sportsman’s club with fishing, boating, and shooting range for residents. There are 

many gun permits issued in the past few years and firearm training safety could be part of that club.
● 	Not sure what the difference between Columbia beach and town beach are.  They are both the same?
● 	More and better use of the lake to provide recreational opportunities - sailboats, kayaks and the like.
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Most Important Second Most Important Third Most Important 
Lake small town government friends 
Columbia Congregational Church UCC our home a good place to have cats and dogs 
schools safety complex fire police   
Small town character Preservation of open space Strong educational system 
rural character library services services for elders 
Maintaining affordability of the town Protecting the natural beauty  Supporting quality education 
excessive municipal budget excessive municipal budget excessive municipal budget 
library rural character frienliness 
Maintaining the same rural character 
that brought me here. If I wanted 
businesses, I would have moved 
elsewhere.  

Control spending.  Town officials must 
listen to the residents' wishes on things 
like the library expansion. We said NO 
multiple times and you still found a way 
to jam something through without a 
vote.  

No pesticide use as mentioned before.  
It should be all organic on town land. 

QUIET WOODS SAFETY 
Church Family Lots of space 
Rural atmosphere Library Historical preservation/activities 
open space peacefull low taxes 
Rural character Open space Farming community 
Privacy Location People 
Friends  Small town  Cleanliness  
Low Taxes Efficient Government Watching Extra spending 
Affordable property tax rate Rural Character moderate pace of development 
historic character and charm  Columbia lake  the friendliness of the people  
Columbia Lake Keep tax rate low Maintain current governmental 

structure 
Natural Environment Quiet neighborhoods School district 
Lifestyle rural  Accessibility to services (fire & 

emergency)  
Friendships  

senior center     
Columbia Lake Rec area and Utley Preserve Rural quality of the town 
lake staying the same low taxes 
Safety Family friendly Low taxes 
Library lake friendliness 
Community Family oriented Rural 
Rural character Walking and biking trails   
Lake Rural Senior Center 
rural character rural character rural character 
Columbia beach not being governed by unneeded Town 

ordinances that restrict usage of Town 
property 

The character of the town Green 

Small town community Rural but accessible to highways Peaceful 
The Lake School System Quality of life 
Lake School Parks and recreation  
Activities for kids shopping - small businesses restaurants 
Rural character Quiet time Neighborly feel 
Small town Good people   

Q 14.  What are the three things about Columbia that are most important to you? 
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Most Important Second Most Important Third Most Important 
Transparency in Government: Open, 
Honest, Frequent, Direct and Clear 
Communication from all Government 
Officials on what is taking place in 
happening in Columbia government.. 

No government official nor the 
Conservation committee should solicit 
elderly private property owners to 
acquire their land. 

Cleanliness of Columbia Lake 

Maintaining Columbia as a rural 
community 

Protecting the water quality of Columbia 
Lake 

Keeping property taxes stable 

Rural Town Columbia Lake Lower Taxes 
Columbia Lake  Watershed Area Agricultural & Open Space 
Quality of life Maintaining or increasing property 

values 
Keeping Columbia Lake pristine 

Low crime Quite and clean town apperance. Safe town to live in. 
Retaining the rural, agricultural, and 
historic character of the town  

Protecting the lakes, ponds, swamps, 
brooks, streams water ways, watersheds 
from encroachment and pollution  

eliminating or lessening the dangerous 
high-speed truck and industrial traffic in 
Columbia's neighborhoods and 
establishing school traffic safety zones 
with painted crosswalks and speed 
enforcement signs 

Rural character friendly community taxes 
Columbia Lake Clean Water Clean Air 
open space preservation historical character sense of community 
Safety Property value Location 
Low traffic beautiful small town feeling 
Character of town tax structure   
School system  Updated library rec facilities 
The lake Being rural That it's near necessary shopping in 

Willimantic, yet it feel a world away 
reasonably low taxes Increasing grand list without great 

additional burden to education or social 
service expenses 

? 

Small town feel recreational facilities Clean town 
maintaining public properties expanding rec opportunities ie indoor 

facility 
local restsurant 

afordable taxes quality education for our children our lake and the appearance of the total 
community 

Better overall access to the beach, to 
many roadblocks just to go to the beach.   

Keep the library.     

Maintaining rural character Adding tax paying businesses to 
appropriate development zones 

Maintaining relationship with EO Smith 
and Bolton High School 

Maintaining rural character  Library facility  Community feeling  
rural character clean, swimmable lake that allows 

motors and water sports 
clean and safe 

Columbia Lake Columbia Town Beach Library 
Quality of life Columbia lake Cost of living 
Columbia Lake Columbia Lake Columbia Lake 
Safety Activities Cost of living 
Safety  People Environment/lake 
recreation beach / lake   
Library Mono pond kayaking Columbia lake 
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Most Important Second Most Important Third Most Important 
town wide activities which offer multiple 
areas of interest. Parade, Tag sales, 
market,churches 

senior center wide menu of activities for 
all ages 

library a must for all especially 
townspeople without resources on very 
limited budgets 

Columbia Lake Rural atmosphere Low taxes 
rural character small population spirit of civic invovlvement (scouts, 

Lions, PTA, etc.) 
School Safety Recreation 
Open space Agriculture Library 
The school system - no i don't have kids 
in the school but it is key to a town 

public services - fire & rescue activities 

open space seniors and people with disabilities 
transportation 

  

rural  lake safety 
small community adequate services low taxes 
quiet safe, enforce speed limits, safe place to 

walk 
low taxes 

Small, quaint feeling  location recreation facilities  
Rural character Continued low taxes Privacy 
Taxes  Lake   
Safe Quiet Library 
Rural - no sidewalks open land active community events 
school safety town events to bring the people 

together 
  

Recreation Beach/lake Comfort   
Rural atmosphere Low taxes Accessibility to help shape town 
I like that it's a "small" town Rec park is very nice The transfer station is better than 

curbside pickup. 
Good school Safe town Quiet 
Columbia Lake     
Columbia Lake Rural setting Historical nature 
peace and quiet emergency services police and fire dept. 
Columbia Lake     
Quiet, usually. Being able to work in my own yard.  

Though little time. 
Comfort. 

Safety Columbia Lake Country atmosphere 
Location Good people Town services & school 
safe, quiet nature,good library beach,rec area for kids wildlife,country living 
it is a rural, less developed location! Paxton B Little Library Rec Park 
Rural ness  School  Lake 
The people. This town has a wondeful 
collective personality every where you 
go 

taxes rural charm 

Small town feel Land space for home Good schools for children 
quality of life     
Columbia Lake Community Interaction Rural Character 
It  stays Rural Low Taxes keep businesses on Rt 6 only 
rural beauty safety good school system 
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Most Important Second Most Important Third Most Important 
Safety Schools Outdoor activities for my family to enjoy 
preservation of rural character, open 
space 

Columbia Lake hiking/biking trails 

Safety,  Privacy  Rural ness  
Country Living Access to the lake for fishing Freedom to due with my land as I want 
Rural character Familiarity with many people (due to the 

limited population) 
The lake 

quiet rural, woods, beauty of town, 
farms 

recreation,  town management, public safety 

low taxes low taxes low taxes 
low taxes small government resident state trooper 
Quiet community Clean/family friendly lake Hiking/recreational areas 
rural character library   
Lake water quality     
Affordable Property taxes Rec activities Library 
Lower taxes Lower mill rate Schools 
Safety Cleanliness  Lake 
Protecting Quality of Columbia Lake Rural character Keep taxes low 
school system sense of community lake 
Rural setting Quiet Location 
country lifestyle library school 
Updating down town just a 
little...making it more appealing by 
adding a few shops,coffee places.. 

School system...preschool should be all 
day and no charge. Both parents need to 
work and thats difficult to do if 
preschool is only half a day. 

Job opportunities.  

Columbia Lake Location Hiking Paths 
Columbia Lake the people countryside 
Rural character no tax increases   
quality of life town services farms 
Water quality energy efficiency affordable housing 
keeping the lake clean Keeping Columbia a safe place to live Keeping taxes low so we can afford to 

live there when we retire. 
Rural , and agricultural  open spaces Senior housing 
Small town feel Rec park Family and friends  
Maintaining a balance between 
development and the rural character of 
the Town 

Controling Town expenses   Increasing the tax base 

Keeping it rural Open space   
Peaceful place to live. Low taxes. Space between homes 
Proximity to Hartford. It's close enough 
to commute there for work and far 
enough way to feel different. 

Clean. I find the town, its road and areas 
very clean. 

Schoo. While I think the school facilities 
need to be improved I do think the 
school provides a good education. 

School. Best facility and resources 
possible.  

Library. The renovations being done 
arent enough 

recreation program....getting better 
each year.. Would love to have a 
dedicated space 

My housing costs are low  Close to work Still pretty safe place to live 
Porter school Rural feel/location  library 
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Most Important Second Most Important Third Most Important 
keep the current town character as long 
as possible 

protect wild areas protect and encourage agriculture 

open space Rec Park Col Lake 
Schools Open space /country setting Rec park 
Safety     
Rural feeling Education Balance between supporting children 

and elder activities 
Keeping land/woods from being 
destroyed by more houses 

Safety Lake/rec park 

School Taxes More business 
Columbia Lake-beach should be 
improved for ease and comfort of use  

Recreation offerings should be 
increased. I realize this is difficult with 
low enrollment, perhaps partnerships 
with other rec department offerings to 
allow for more 

Community offerings and events 
inclusive of all ages,perhaps fairs, 
farmers market and the like.  

Close community Friends Open space neighborhood 
school needs lots of improvement in 
every way 

diverse activities low taxes 

Community School Safety 
Recreation community more affordable housing and 

neighborhoods 
Consistancy of government.  Maintaining open space.  Slowing traffic on most roads.  
cost of living safety character of town 
Safety Senior transportation Quality education for the children in the 

town. 
Low taxes Don't go crazy building infrastructure.  Keep the small town feel.  
Family Friends Church 
preserve farm lands and historical 
buildings 

maintain large parcels for building lots contain cost so people on fixed income 
can stay in Columbia 

taxes Columbia Lake farms 
It's rural Beautiful Lake Nice townspeople 
Rural nature Small town feel Open Space 
The lake Good government The rural community 
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Most Important to Change Second Most Important to Change Third Most Important to Change

better plowing of snow some place to dump used cat litter get rid of the Clarke house

purchase open space; don't take land

Additional open space 2 acre zoning
Walkways/sidewalks

Create a more walkable commercial area Improve the library

drastically reduce the municipal budget drastically reduce the municipal budget drastically reduce the municipal budget

more business senior transportation affordable housing

Pesticide‐free Public land If the roses at the town beach need spraying, 
then get rid of the roses!

No additional cell towers

TAXES ARE WAY TOO HIGH TAXES ARE WAY TOO HIGH TAXES ARE WAAAAAAAY TOO HIGH.

Few quality restaurants  More adult classes‐ exercise, workshops  Walking sidewalks around center

Keep taxes low More hiking trails, etc.
Add a traffic light to some of the more 
dangerous intersections

Discourage clearing land for sake of new 
buildings

Less permits to work on your own home and 
property!

Get rid of the blight ordanance

More sports  Restaurant  Speed zone at the school 
another restaurant
Walkway/bike path from town center to lake 
rd on RT 87

More non athletic recreation oppertunities 
for town youth

better access to retail services 
Get rid of state mandates for schools and 
zoning

Too many town ordinances

More housing for 55+  More overall resources for the elderly Transportation for 55+

Mono Pond (restoration) Additional open days at transfer station Lower taxes

Tax's  Bring in business  Light on 66 and West Street 
Improvements to town‐owned boat mooring 
on Columbia Lake

Crackdown on loud vehicles/reckless driving Add some businesses to boost the tax base

no more town buildings no more library growth using the school more for programs

Add adult rec in partnership with area towns

Library needs updating: more space and 
ability to borrow online through a reliable 
resource

Monitoring speeding, talking and texting on 
town roadways

a broader commercial tax base
more opportunities for towns folk to gather 
for leisure activities, longer hours at the 
beckish center

allowing signs advertising community events 
to be placed at the land fill.

School rating Property values Image

Business's to help control the tax base.
Affordable housing for young families. 
Possibly a condo development. Not much 
different then a 55 and older community.

More Town functions for people to meet and 
socialize.

More businesses generating tax  Town garbage removal We need restaurants

Places for teens/kids with working families 
to enjoy a sense of community that is safe 
with their peers

addition of local businesses and restaurants ‐ 
our town in really lacking in this area

Add $$ to our town services ‐ some paid 
positions on our fire dept., upgrade town 
buildings

Taxes Water and sewer Roadway finish and width of some roads

More commercial tax base Affordable housing

Q 15.  What are the three things about Columbia that you would like to change? 
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Most Important to Change Second Most Important to Change Third Most Important to Change

Urgently need a community recreation 
center that includes swimming, therapy 
pools, exercise room and fitness equipment.

Less heavy truck traffic on Rt. 87 particularly 
by Columbia Lake

Having a local coffee shop or restaurant in 
town

More involvement of residents impacted by 
zoning changes

Not change, but add.  We need more senior 
housing "Livable communities"

Commercial development on Route 6 and 
66; Go after and invest in businesses to 
balance tax base

Invest in Columbia Lake Public Launch & 
Public Beach areas; Stop access of non‐
approved boats that can damage the lake 
quality. Improve the beach area

Improve road infrastructure for safe passage 
of vehicles and pedestrians

We need more businesses to build a stronger 
tax base

More recreational and cultural activities for 
ADULTS OF ALL AGES, not just youth

Research & implementation of methods that 
produce better educated children

Try to bring in more business to help lower 
residential taxes. Keep any new business 
away from town center and open spaces.

Make "hazardus waste" easer to dispose of 
in town. 

Cut " vines, shrubs, trees", back further at 
some road ends to have a better view of on 
coming traffic.

Reduce high speed truck traffic (Walmart 
trucks, refuse trucks). Make use of jake 
brakes illegal

Create protected bike lanes in strategic 
areas, such as on Rte 87 where there are a 
lot of cyclists

Better traffic signalling, painted crosswalks 
to public buildings, enforcement of speed 
limits

lower taxes
Sewers by the lake
failure of commissions (IWWC/PZC, etc) to 
enforce regulations

political agenda impedes long term planning failure to implement "pay as you throw" 
garbage disposal

Stop putting up McMansions and destroying 
natural reaources

See first comment Easier access to animal control

Need to be more small business friendly ‐ tax 
wise

School will need updating Send kids to RHAM as an option

More small business
more social activities such as restaurants and 
shops

better rec facilities. 

A nicer town green
Get rid of the blight business near the town 
green

Making sure everyone who lives on the lake 
has an up to date septic system

? ? ?

Updated rec park like a new playground  No fee to use the beach for town mwmbwrs Walking path 

tennis courts abandoned messy properties addition of a local restaurant

improvement of snow removal on Old Wmtc 
Road

upkeep of grounds in front of HW Porter 
school

increase the size of the swap shed at the 
dump  ...repurposing of good items is 
important

Recruit more restaurants and 
shopping/enterntainment venues

Add trash and recycling pickup to town 
services

Make sure we provide food and 
opportunities for needy town residents

lack of activity in center of town 
more local, affordable services ‐ stores, 
restaurants, community 
center/library/exercise gym

better planned development along Route 6 ‐ 
signage to bring people to center of town for 
services

more community, recreational, educational 
activities ‐ preferably at a community center

Improved Library none none

Lower property tax more business Have state improve looks of 6 and 66 
intersection

Public sewer system (around lake to start)  Public water system
Additional commercial tax revenue so that 
residential proper taxes can be lowered. 

Taxes More Business Stop building houses
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Most Important to Change Second Most Important to Change Third Most Important to Change

Supermarket high end / full service Indoor pool  Running/ biking / walking trail or sidewalk 
along 87/66

improving rec park improving town beach

The state of mono pond  The library The exchange shed at the dump, it should be 
bigger

More open space purchases Better road plowing in the winter
better traffic monitori Rt 87 and on Whitney 
Rd (esp. on dump days)
Lights at rec park for nightime soccer and 
baseball games

increased education budget More rec opportunities

Size of library Increase open space Improve school funding
Community Center / Activities ‐ like 
Mansfield but smaller scale

Restaurants

education rec park maintenance (walking path and 
playscape)

increase elderly housing

more commerce / restaurant more subdivisions

attitude that more housing/greater 
population is good ‐ both lead to higher 
demand for services

increased focus on preserving open space
lack of attention to upkeep/maintenance of 
town landscaping ‐ school/old fire hall/senior 
center/library

Columbia is not a friendly town because 
there are few gatherings 

Columbia needs a library Columbia needs affordable housing for 
seniors

less control by seniors on all changes  more power to younger adults to make 
changes 

library 

Bigger library Molre speeding enforcement
free beach for residents

the beach is not flat ‐ way too much of a 
down slope...not handicapped friendly.

More recreation options, especially for small 
kids in winter 

Beach needs to be leveled

Lack of restaurants

Side walks in the area where 87 meets 66 
and around the post office, library, etc...

Town police
Encourage the development of successful 
businesses and restaurants in the Columbia 
Shopping Village. 

Make it harder for people to rent houses; do 
not allow mentally unstable to live in 
neighborhoods where people own homes 
and raise families.

Don't allow bicycles on 87.
I didn't know there was a town beach?  
Maybe let residents know that.

Sound level restrictions on the lake ‐ because 
sounds are amplified over water we find 
barking dogs very annoying 

Do something about speeding on Columbia 
roads

Creating protected scenic routes Carefully regulating residential and 
commercial growth

Slowing traffic on Route 87

none none none

Noise  Though know the issues the small IGA was a 
great help.

Can't think of much.  It's home.

We need a small food market.
Police Cost of beach Plowing in winter
speed on roadways, neds more speed 
postings

closer grocery store,services i like it here,friendly

Less subdivision housing being built 
everywhere

Tee ball field added to rec park

plow the ENTIRE school parking lot when it 
snows. There wasn't enough parking last 
year due to the back lot only being partially 
plowed
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Most Important to Change Second Most Important to Change Third Most Important to Change

School system  More area on Columbia lake for public Some place to hang out for citizens of all 
ages

drivers using Old Willimantic Rd as a high 
speed shortcut from Rt66 to Willimantic

Keep future building categorized as 55+ to 
keep school expenses in check for a healthy 
grand list

Allow (guide?) property owners with nature 
conservancy parcels on removing invasive 
species

Add some retail business along Route 6 Support active adult communities Continue to invest in educational 
opportunities

senior housing, additional units

Shopping, Services, Professional Offices, 
Dining centrally located

Eliminate unsupervised swim area on Erdoni 
Road

Working with State of CT to make main roads 
more friendly for walkers, runners, bikers

Walking Trail more police presence‐ speeding on rural 
roads

larger / more improved library

Busness development in existing plazas such 
as the one where Leventi's used to be. The 
businesses in town should be those that will 
attract and be utilized by the residents.

A development of practices that discourage 
those who litter and destroy the beauty of 
Columbia. There should be fines posted at 
LEAST.

The maintenance, appearance and functional 
design of Horace Porter School.

Improve the slope and accessibility of the 
Town BeachPreservation of

Preservation of Mint Brook/Wells Woods 
Area

Another indoor basketball court/additional 
tennis courts

 development Leave library alone.libraries are antiquated 

Reduced Taxes Less traffic through town New Housing going up.
Access to school from Rt 87 would eliminate 
left turns from Rt 66, crossing heavy traffic in 
morning

Availability of simple services near center 
(coffee shop, convenience store, etc.)

add more small business, on‐the‐green 
events, would welcome food farm markets

affordable living for young single families (a 
new generation)

would like a town center for residents

better school system less entrusive goverment less towm employeess
reduce truck traffic on Rte 87 improve library services switch firehouse with library

Enforce speed limits within neighborhoods  Better roads

reduce speeding on back roads improve town roads
More recreational activities such as youth 
football

More businesses

School choices Speeding on rural roads/streets Free sand for winter time

Restaurant, shopping, better town facilities Flexibility to home owner / tax payer Better recreation 

Upgrade Library
safer to walk/bike on rt87
Monitoring Traffic on 87 and 66 Library space Walk on Rt 87/66 to Center and  Lake
more business attracting new people more meeting space

We need more recreational things to do...

Preshool hours ..all day works best if both 
parents work. It should be free of charge and 
if not free then a huge discount for city 
workers and militarty...and buses offered 
before and after school. 

More restaurants More stonewalls Better road quality
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Most Important to Change Second Most Important to Change Third Most Important to Change

Town wide sustainability practices (first) 
among town owned buildings ‐ energy 
efficiency, lighting retrofits, etc. Lots of tax 
payer money being wasted on existing 
outdated lighting & mechanical systems. We 
can do better.

(Re)develop affordable housing (for all 
people) but for young professionals and 
young families. Mixed Use developments.

Better communication from town 
government to it's citizens. It often feels like 
a black hole.  I check the town website (not 
all information is published timely ‐ prior to 
events occurring), and try to look at the 
postings at the library and town hall when I 
can.  I don't subscribe to the Reminder, if it 
wasn't for the Crossroads I really wouldn't 
know what is going on in town and I actively 
try to be engaged.   

Look at zoning for changes to build affortable 
housing for people wetween 25 to 35 ys old

allow condo's
too many restrictions and high cost for 
utilizing the beach.Too many life guartds on 
at one time

See more Housing for the elderly a bigger library a pool at the park
Housing, needs to become younger Rec park Business, more of
encourage planned commercial 
development

encourage younger families to move to 
Columbia

encourage continued fical responsibility in 
Town government 

Improving quality of middle school 
education.  I have heard from numerous 
students graduating into high school that 
HWP did not prepare them as well as other 
students entering high school.

Library expansion
More frequent farmers markets, group tag 
sales, use school parking lot.

Recreation areas, especially for kids
Economic development, bring stores to 
business areas in towns. Keep us spending 
money in town

Improved facilities at HW Porter school

lack of support for school by fipac More dramatic library renovations. Space is 
too small

recreation space/community center

A rec center would be great
More youth activities  More community activities 
More to do for kids/teens Continue to improve school More diversity 

expand school budget; focus on education  expand library  keep big business out (encouraging local 
business is great)

Youth/teen community center (not as big as 
Mansfield) perhaps in the old fire house 
adaptable by grants. 

better recycling and waste management 
program 

Larger library (bigger than what is planned 
now)

I would decrease development  Open  the transfer station one more day 
during the week 

Remove the Democrats 

Access to public/private land Cost of living Roadways

education‐ we need to continue to provide 
educational services to keep Columbia as a 
competitive district

Outlook on library Remove trees on town beach
Inside gym area for town to use ‐ like a YMCA 
or community Center

Protect Open Space to keep the small town 
feel

Add more police officers and reduce 
speeding, specifically on the back roads.

More after school activities.
Take down more dead/rotting trees o  back 
roads.

Invest in library ‐ this is something ALL 
residents from child to elderly can use

Add sidewalks and biking lanes
Update town beach ‐ more sand, less trees, 
better use of Murphy House

Knowing town officers better Safer running and biking trails More business to bring in tax money

Community center for kids and adults 

Add some restaurants and retail offerings Getting education budget in line with 
reduced student population
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Most Important to Change Second Most Important to Change Third Most Important to Change

Improve school admin Library School

HEPorter school development  Increase of recreational activities for young 
and old.

Library and educational activities for the 
town

More local business Library funding ‐ they need more Schools
More volunteer services.  Being involved with town functions 
Expand Rec Park offerings and (types of 
activities and lights for field)

Dump would be open more than 1 1/2 days a 
week

Would like a fitness center that all ages could 
use

School improments for better education 

Beach   government   roads  

Bike lanes Better roads Ban big semi trucks from transiting 87

The beach ‐ level it out The playscape  The roads ‐ widen for bikers and runners

I dont have anything I dont have anything I love living in Columbia
Lights at Rec Park Indoor Rec Facility Add one or two restraunts
larger budget for school  taxes more community events
School Lake,beach
playscape library

I wish the residents had supported the 
enlargement of the library, am looking 
forward to the upcoming renovation

Affordable homes for young adults. Business opportunities. Additional Youth Programs. 
playscape at the rec park‐ currently unsafe 
for kids to play on

add more sidewalks On busy road more cultural events ‐ art shows, farmers 
markets, etc

improve school and add a high school
invite a youth center to build in town ie boys 
n girls club

create a more welcoming downtown with 
business and fun places to shop and visit. 

More activities in town Better playscape/needs alot of repair N/a

Town administration needs to be more open 
to change. Our local government is like a 
bunch of stubborn mules who are happy 
with the status quo. Once you change this, 
all other changes are easier to accomplish.

Address rising cost of education and 
declining enrollment

Create and improve hiking trails Address blighted properties

Less developments Dog park Better facilities at park and lake
Better roads...like repaying Route 87 School enrollment More businesses

We need to have more social offerings to 
foster a greater sense of community. 

Increase the usability of lake by improving 
the beach area 

Playscape at rec park needs repair or 
replacement

Better ways to communicate town events More town events like the save the bees 
event or farmer's market

improvement in quality education needs more local business
would like to see an indoor physical activity 
center.  somewhere to go in winter for 
exercise.

After school activities

Add Disc Golf and other opportunities to the 
new recreation area.

regrade the beach the school

Change of government that has conflict of 
interest in zoning.

More use of the towns public works 
department on larger projects.

Limit traffic speeds by. Installing speed 
bumps on cut through rds old wmtc rd 
example.

Transportation help. Housing options. Keeping beach fees down.
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Most Important to Change Second Most Important to Change Third Most Important to Change

Overreach of government in zoning and 
permiting

High Cost of Government

we need more businesses bigger and more modern library quaint restaurants and shops at the center of 
Columbia

better beach area at Columbia Lake (Murphy 
House)

less state mandates bigger library and town hall

Closed minds when it comes to change More progressive town government More transportation for our elderly/disabled 
population

Additional business development that does 
not adversely impact the rural character of 
the town

Reduce the substantial emigration out of 
town by increasing job opportunities

A school budget more in line with 
comparable towns ‐ lower per pupil expense 
while maintaining quality services

Q 17.  Do you have any other comments or concerns? 

● 	 We moved to Columbia many years ago thinking that it maintained a tight budget but it is almost at Hebron 
levels.  	

● 	 would like to see more available services to seniors & the home bound	
● 	 Preserve the character we have now - that’s why we stay here. 	
● 	 STOP SPENDING.  GET INTO ZERO BASED BUDGETING.  THE COST OF LIVING IN COLUMBIA IS 

GETTING WAY TOO HIGH.  WE MOVED HERE ABOUT FIVE YEARS AGO AND ARE AMAZED AT THE 
TAX RATE NOW.	

● 	 It appears that there is a slant in this survey away from seniors, the historical society, and the library.      
There is quite a bit of emphasis on rec fields.      All of these are important to different parts of our popula-
tion.  Why leave some out?	

● 	 Property rights are very important since most of us work our entire lives to pay for what we have, when you 
take form us thru open space it is bad enough but it is taken without reimbursement is even worse some 
would call it steeling. Remember the individual is what makes a community a great place to live.  	

● 	 Get back to the basics of government.  Stop the creation of laws that keep us free.  We are in America, not 
Soviet Russia.  When Town Hall and government planners try to legislate or plan our lives, we are doomed.  
Governmental planners just take away tax dollars from taxpayers.  	

● 	 Concerned about the decline of Mono Pond	
● 	 I moved to Columbia because it was a great place for children.     I am not sure it will meet my needs as a 

retired person with grown children no longer living in town. 	
● 	 isnt columbia beach and town beach the same thing..?  middle age programs aren’t really available, always 

kids and seniors.	
● 	 Based on last question, placed do not take it for granted that everyone has $50 more to give to the town!	
● 	 Look into age appropriate  exercise /workout locations and equipment for the Senior population.    Address 

excessive speed of vehicles on town roads.     Take legal steps to enforce laws/rules for those who disre-
gard them while boating etc. on the lake, usually by lake front residents.    Have better system to check for 
Beach Passes at the town beach when no lifeguards are on duty to do so,locals without paid passes and 
out of town families who take advantage of the situation should be monitored better.	

● 	 Maintaining the quality of education and the character /friendliness/ease of doing business are all important.   
someday many of Columbia’s older population will want to sell  too large lots/homes  and  it is the quality of 
education and town services for all ages which will make our homes attractive to future buyers.	

● 	 Thank you for taking the time to create this survey! So many of the parents in town feel that the town only 
considers the voice of senior citizens. This takes a step in showing that all voiced matter! kudos!	

● 	 Build town owned solar and wind energy infrastructure to service town residents and public buildings.  
Noise Abatement: ordinances to mow lawns on Thursday or Friday only. Control weekend motorcycle noise 
on Rte 66. Fine dog owners who let their dogs bark for hours.	
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● 	 As businesses (particularly agricultural) grow & expand in adjoining towns I’m very concerned with the impact 
this has on the traffic flow in the very heart of our community.	

● 	 Maintain the ‘rural feel’ as we invest to build for our future in commercial and residential areas. Let’s not do 
‘either/or’; let’s do ‘both/and’~ invest and grow where appropriate in commercial and residential areas; AND pro-
tect and promote our natural resources as the lake, pond, farm land and open space. We can be both suburban 
and rural! While we invest in some areas protect farming and open space.    A concern is to ensure that in the 
desire of some to have Columbia remain “rural” that this concept not outweigh the need for the town’s growth 
and investment in areas where business and residences can be placed. Our 2006 Conservation and Develop-
ment Plan Columbia acknowledges we are a bedroom community with a handful of full time farmers left.   	

● 	 An additional dump day.	
● 	 We love Columbia!	
● 	 Columbia needs to encourage business development along the rt6 corridor in order to increase the tax 

base. 	
● 	 Columbia needs to update rec park and beach in town they both have been ignored too long	
● 	  My perspective is from a senior citizen. I do have awareness of different needs of our younger families how-

ever, many important needs such as business zoning/open spaces are more important to us all and should be a 
priority in future planning. 	

● 	 Living in Columbia feels very safe and comfortable. I don’t see much political bickering between elected and/or 
town officials. All in all a very nice place to live.	

● 	 Overall, our town is great. I’d like to see increased school budget to offer more electives for kids and I’d really 
like to see lights at rec park. Our park is beautiful and I love the trail that goes around. It’s great to be there at 
night when the kids have practice and the path is getting used by all the parents exercising. Lights would allow 
the park to be used even more. 	

● 	 I have lived in Columbia a very long time.  It was a small town and that was fine as it had community spirit and 
everyone seemed to know each other but times have changed - not just in Columbia but everywhere.  Now the 
town is just a commuting town with very little to offer.  The high school situation has improved greatly and per-
haps people will want to move into the town again but it seems that mid to high level families chose other towns 
and it is concerning that Columbia will become an extension of Willimantic as house prices drop.	

● 	 Mowing is all that is done at rec park. Roses and flower beds have never been weeded, the walking path con-
tinues to wash out without any permanent fixes being done, the path is never dragged to prevent plant growth, 
and specific plantings have been mowed down. The town has never maintained or done routine preventive 
maintenance to the playscape which was free to the town from the volunteers who raised the money to pur-
chase and install. It is the busiest and most used area of the park. 	

● 	 A major concern is that BOS are lax in enforcing the speed limits on town roads and are not trimming tree limbs 
that overhang town roads. Both concerns are a major safety issue.  Only trimming above power lines does not 
improve the safety for those using the roads.	

● 	 I love living in Columbia. The people are great, it’s a safe place to live and raise a family. We need more mom 
and pop shops- no chain stores/restaurants. I think if we encourage the mom/pop businesses, Columbia can 
increase its visibility without losing its rural charm. More homes should be built, but with a minimum lot size of 
an acre or more. 	

● 	 A town green similar to Colchester would be very nice. (Walking paths, place to park, could hold events like art 
shows, fairs, etc.)    	

● 	 I like the school, but it seems like there are not enough support systems in place for families whose children 
should probably be under the care of DCF.  I’m tired of my child being impeded in school because other families 
cannot raise their children properly.	

● 	 no	
● 	 Why do we have extra money?  Also, as you know, there are times where grants have unwanted strings at-

tached.	
● 	 good job with snow removal last winter, keep it up. taxes on cars seems high in addition to registration fee, but 

we are new to Ct and not used to such high taxes. Good place to live. Could offer cont ed classes from exten-
sion or area universities here in Columbia	

● 	 Please keep this towns rural atmosphere. Don’t allow so many subdivisions which are taking away so many of 
the towns wooded areas. It is a great, small  town to raise a family. Let’s keep it that way	
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● 	 I have only lived in town for 3 years but love it. The people seem to be the greatest asset. Many other towns 
when you need to get a service performed by town hall people they people lead with an attitude like you are 
bothering them. At our town hall I have only been met with smiles and cooperation. I got my truck stuck in the 
deep snow last winter and a man from up the street saw my plight and stopped to help me. My neighbors are 
wonderful as are the townspeople that I run into everywhere. The employees at the transfer station saw me 
struggling after a recent injury and came and took my refuse from my truck and put it into the hoppers for me. 
I think that it says a lot about how a town is structured and run. People wouldn’t be so happy in a poorly run 
town.  I like the direction that Colchester is taking with their expansion. Upscale homes for 55+ fatten the grand 
list without adding a whole lot to the fiscal burden. Glastonbury also does well with their McMansions and high 
end businesses. 	

● 	 Keep Columbia  Affordable,  such as evaluating a persons property value by only the building footprint and 
amount of land.   Keep the businesses on Rt. 6 , we DON’T need a Dunkin Donuts on every corner and  phar-
macy’s, grocery stores  etc. - we go to Willimantic for those needs.                      Keep Columbia family friendly 
& Safe.	

● 	 I appreciate the distribution of the notification of this survey and the survey itself was worded well.	
● 	 We have such a wonderful Town, and such a beautiful Lake!  We have been going in the right direction by sup-

porting Open Space acquisition, let’s continue the trend.  Improved recreation needs more support.    If I wanted 
to live in a condo or apartment building, I would not live in Columbia.    Small-town, rural character is absolutely 
essential to protect and promote!  	

● 	 Columbia is a great town to raise children.Sometimes change is needed.This is not one of them.We need to 
keep out big business and stop looking for more ways to spend taxpayers money.The beach,youth programs 
and preventing of developing our open space and forests should be our priority.Sometimes town government 
can overstate and over think it’s role in our town.We are good, don’t mess with success.	

● 	 No.	
● 	 Planning and zoning needs to be steamlined you continue to change rules and not give the public a chance 

to answer by changing agendas at town council mettings you just make changes and expect the people living 
here to except it.Shame on you you should all be voted out.And the town planner should pay attention to the 
condition of her own home peeling lead paint ,not mowing her lawn or shoveling her side walk in Windham. 
Those who make the rules do not follow them.	

● 	 We moved here because we love quiet communities. We feel very safe here and we love the wonderful lake, 
the rec park and the fantastic people that we have met over the years. We are concerned about too many busi-
nesses and new homes in the area.	

● 	 I’m happy to see proactive planning. Atract some more business owners	
● 	 lived here 4 years so far and i like it a lot.	
● 	 We do not need a LAKE DISTRICT!  How would this benefit the people living in that district?	
● 	 We need more (younger) people to consider moving to Columbia in order to remain a financially robust and vital 

community however it’s generally not affordable to move to Columbia and there are limited rental facilities avail-
able.  Being so close to UConn and Eastern CT State University, Columbia could be doing a better job on bring-
ing some of that money to town however, Columbia is not known for innovative practices or sustainability - and 
a dynamic community generally wants to live among dynamic and exciting things.  I’ve lived in Tolland/Windham 
county for 7 years and in Middletown, CT for three years just prior to moving to Columbia.      My new neighbor 
who moved in (from West Hartford) told us that; “Columbia is a great place to retire in”.  How are we going to 
afford an entire community of retirees?  It’s wonderful that people are living such a fulfilling and quality life here 
in Columbia that they are living into their 90’s!! Amazing!! And it’s wonderful how many senior services there 
are available - because all of us will age -  but Columbia is a little too senior-centric and it feels a little exclusive, 
and this is just my opinion as a new citizen to town.      My husband and I are in our early 30’s and it was ser-
endipity that we saw our home for sale - my husband still thinks we over paid for it - but we paid CT prices for it 
$250K and that’s really sad because that’s just too much money for a basic home.  I was getting ready to move 
out of state with my husband when we found our house - and we bought it because I’ve driven past this house 
for 10 years and always loved it so we made it happen and here we are in Columbia. 	

● 	 We need to expand our tax base in order to afford the style of life in Columbia.  Other options may include 
condo’s,more affordable housing we smaller lots,help with the RT 6 and 66 to attract industry businesses and 
look at some of our regulations to streamline the processes.	
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● 	 Our family has been here for almost 25 years. I love the small community. I hope Columbia stays this way. If 
anyone wants a bigger town, they should move. Not change what is already the way it should be. 	

● 	 Some of the towns are in need of work.	
● 	 Please stop development in this town. There are so many houses for sale why are we encouraging new devel-

opment.  We need more police presence on the back roads where people drive like maniacs.	
● 	 We need a rec center.  It is an amenity that this town’s members could all benefit from, and which would make 

Columbia a more desirable place to live, raise families, and remain for life.    	
● 	 The town of Columbia needs to seriously consider some type of community center, it will attract many new and 

your families	
● 	 Elections of any kind should be done at the fire house.	
● 	 The town need to find ways to encourage young families to the area to keep the town growing, without ruining 

rural feel.  With an aging population there needs to be a balance so that the concerns of all town members are 
considered.  Knowing that many younger residents work and are not as likely to attend the regular town meet-
ings.  Forums like this are easier for younger residents to participate 	

● 	 I love our town, I love the close nit community, the rec dept., the beach. I  have 3 kids all of which have gone to 
Porter. The only thing negative that I will say, is over the years the school system has been disappointing.  Its 
is not what it was years ago. Its more about government than school.  The quality of care for each student has 
diminished.  	

● 	 Many houses up for sale. Need to focus on the youth of this town. Schools and recreational activities. The town 
caters to old people and that is not sustainable.    Towny politics around sports is ridiculous here. It is every-
where; however, more challenging here given smaller town. Mansfield appears to do a better job managing. 
Parents/children are leaving town to play sports because it is ridiculous. If you coach or run a program, need to 
be in it for all kids.	

● 	 The play scape (the older, wooden one) at the rec park really needs improvement.  I’m afraid to let my children 
play on it 	

● 	 I would love to see more recreational facilities to maybe add more sports and activities like LaCrosse,  archery, 
Disc golf, badminton, etc. Trails for running abs hiking are also a plus as everyone in the community can utilize 
them. 	

● 	 I think that I have read that the student population at Porter has declined significantly and is still trending down.  
I think that young families help make a town vibrant, and a thriving school helps make the town a good choice 
for home buyers.  I wonder if the #’s are indicative of a general trend across the region, or are related to the 
cost and availability of entry level homeownership.  Porter School was perfect for my children (grade size 85 
or greater), but I can honestly say that if I was moving to town and found that the enrollment for my child’s age 
was too small I might look elsewhere.    	

● 	 Thank you for your efforts to learn the concerns and future outlook of the towns citizens. My family and I look 
forward to see the town grow as fit and remain fair and consistent to that growth within the town government. 
Again Thank you.	

● 	 Columbia has been a wonderful town to raise a family.  As people age however, the services and housing op-
tions that are available are much more limited than surrounding towns. For people that want to stay in this com-
munity it gets more difficult.	

● 	 Responsible management!!! Don’t go crazy building stuff!!! Columbia is a nice simple town. Don’t get caught 
up trying to take all the federal money to keep adding. An old saying ..... “ an increase in anything creates an 
increase in everything” . Smart well thought out growth!!!   	

● 	 I think this plan should be mostly focused on preserving the health of what we have already. The only thing 
additional that I would like is a ban on GMO crops of Corn and Alfalfa planted in Columbia.    The zoning and 
permitting have limited people’s ability to thrive. Add that to the high cost of living in CT and we will continue to 
bleed residents.    Columbia attracted us in 1991 with its affordability, conservative values, modest taxes and 
K-8 schools. We love the town and our community and don’t want to leave, but our business may dictate differ-
ently.	

● 	 Stop the McMansions on Columbia Lake.  Protect the lake at all costs.	
● 	 We need to keep the rural character of the town, but still find ways to attract and maintain business in town.  

We really should focus on developing the Route 6 corridor even to the exclusion of everything else.  We have 
ample open space and do not need to spend more in the near-term on additional open space.  Our population 
is declining and we need to figure out ways to attract and keep residents.	
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The Planning and Zoning Commission wants to 

thank all the survey respondents who shared their 

thoughts and opinions on 

Shaping Columbia’s Future.

  


