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TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE COMMISSION 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 - 9:00 A.M. SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

SITE WALK MINUTES 

 

Members Present:   Vice-Chair Tom Archambault, William Ross   

Members Excused:  Chairman John Allen, Ron Wikholm, Ian Dann, Tip Garritt, Carol Ann Jaswinski 

Staff Present:  Wetland Agent John Valente, Board Clerk Flo Polek  

Others Present:  Owner of property Adam Leston 

Quorum:  No  
Vice-Chair Tom Archambault and William Ross continued the Site Walk for informational purposes. 

 

 

1.  4 Hop River Road, Columbia CT.   The meeting started at 9:03 AM.  J. Valente asked if there was 

more activity at the site.  Mr. Leston indicated there was no additional activity since the last site 

walk.  Mr. Valente explained the A-2 survey to Mr. Leston.  Mr. Valente indicated that the road 

could not be used.  Mr. Leston stated that they wanted to use the road as a turn-a-round for the 

horses.  J. Valente explained that he could not support the filling of the wetlands for this 

purpose.  Mr. Leston stated that he would use the land as agriculture use and would not fill the 

wetlands.  Discussion held on where the property line goes. Mr. Valente indicated that the area 

is all floodplain.   

The wood chips must be moved away from the wetlands that were brought in by Eric Pearson of 

Eric’s Landscaping of Columbia, CT.  Mr. Valente indicated that Eric’s Landscaping will move the 

wood chips away from the wetlands.  Mr. Valente stated that he would send a court order to 

Mr. Leston and to Eric’s Landscaping of the violation.  Eric’s Landscaping agreed to move the 

wood chips avoiding any court order and Mr. Valente agreed with the company. Mr. Valente, 

Mr. Archambault, Mr. Ross, and Mr. Leston conversed on the moving of the wood chips out of 

the wetlands.   Storm water above the wood chips must be diverted and the use of a berm of 

would suffice.  This will limit storm waters flowing through the wood chips into the wetlands 

and Hop River. 

  

   

The site walk ended at 9:47am.  

Respectfully submitted by Flo Polek 


