TOWN OF COLUMBIA
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES
January 8, 2013

A Town Meeting of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in the Town Meeting of the Town of Columbia, Connecticut was held in the Adella G. Urban Administrative Offices Conference Room on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 6:45 pm.

Present: First Selectman Carmen Vance; Selectman Bob Bogue; Selectman Rob Hellstrom; Selectman Bill O’Brien; Town Administrator Jonathan Luiz.

Moderator:	Steve Arntsen
Clerk:		Kimberly Bona
Citizens:	Approximately 15 citizens, including four Selectmen were present at the start of the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by First Selectman Carmen Vance at 6:45 pm. The meeting was then turned over to the Moderator, who read the warning into the record.

CLAUSE 1: -Vote to approve an application for a $190,000 state grant to be used towards shared economic development series for the services for the Route 6 Regional Development Council. 

C. Vance MOVED that the Town of Columbia endorse the Regional Performance Incentive Program referenced in Section 5 of Public Act 11-61 (An Act Concerning Responsible Growth) for the following project to be submitted by the Towns of Andover, Bolton, Coventry and Columbia.”  B. Bogue SECONDED the MOTION. The Moderator turned the discussion over to C. Vance. C. Vance explained that this state-funded grant totaling $190,000 would benefit the towns of Columbia, Bolton, Coventry and Andover. She explained that $75,000 would be used for contracted consulting services, $75,000 would be used to conduct a retail leakage study, and that $40,000 would be used to create and install four gateway sings along the Route Six Hop River Corridor. 

Ann Dunnack of 103 Lake Road asked if applying for the grant would lock the town into all conditions included in the proposed Route 6 development plan. C. Vance answered no.

Phyllis Dunn of 14 Nuhfer Drive asked what would happen if one of the four towns does not apply for the grant. C. Vance stated that the chances of the grant being approved would be slim

Vera Englert of 238 Route 87 asked a procedural question regarding the posting of the town meeting agenda on the town website. J. Luiz stated that a timely posting did occur on the town website, but that due to technological difficulties, the link to the actual notice was temporarily re-routed to another notice.  The issue was fixed immediately after having being brought to the town’s attention.  

Lisa Napolitano of 7 Hunt Rd inquired about the proposed $40,000 cost for the purchase of four signs. She feels this is an extremely high cost for signs and asked what kind of signs would cost this much. C. Vance explained that the design for the signs came with the original plan. She stated that the design is similar to the one that rests on top of the stone wall on Route 66 going to Hebron. L. Napolitano asked if the town would spend this money on a temporary sign. C. Vance stated that it would not be a temporary sign. R. Hellstrom asked if the cost for the signs may be less than the amount included in the grant application. C. Vance answered yes and explained that in order to apply for a grant a financial number must be included in the application process. 

B. Bogue asked if the town would have any financial obligation to the project if the grant is approved. C. Vance stated no. 

Carl Then of 14 Woodland Terrace asked if a portion of the grant will be used for a possible redesign at the Route 6/Route 66 intersection. C. Vance stated that this grant would not apply to that project. Bob Powell of 6 Sunnyslopes Drive stated that he believes there will be a public hearing held prior to the Department of Transportation constructing a redesign in this area.

Nancy Hammarstrom of 5 Oakwood Lane inquired about the proposed economic development. C. Vance explained that the project would start in Bolton where Route 44 begins and then continue up Route 6 through Andover and Coventry and eventually into Columbia near Leventi’s Plaza. She explained that if a plan is not put in place then the project will never move forward. C. Vance stated that this project is likely to take place quite some time from now. 
V. Englert said that she feels the town’s history of going after grants is a bit of a problem. She stated that $75,000 has already been spent for a leakage study and feels that an additional $75,000 for additional leakage study is too much. V. Englert feels that if businesses were interested in moving to this area then they would already be here, or at least be submitting applications to the Planning and Zoning Commission, and she has not seen this happening. V. Englert stated that she understands that it will be quite some time before this project begins, but still feels that this cost is excessive. V. Englert stated that she has been working with C. Vance and the Route 6 Economic Development Committee (EDC) and stated that she feels the study has been beneficial in ways, but that the town could get further with simpler ideas. She stated that grant money comes from all of the town’s people and would like to see Columbia be more cautious. 
P. Dunn asked if the grant is approved, would each town receive a set amount. C. Vance answered no and explained that it would be disbursed to the towns jointly.
Mark Coleman of Route 87 asked who controls the disbursement of the grant. C. Vance stated that the Economic Development Council controls the disbursement of the grant.  
L. Napolitano asked how many business owners are on the Route 6 EDC Committee. C. Vance stated that V. Englert is on the Committee and believes a business owner from Andover as well. L. Napolitano stated that she feels lowering taxes in town will attract business versus spending money like this. 
Carol Wiggins of 9 Route 6 asked what the probability is for receiving the grant. C. Vance explained that she is unsure at this point. C. Wiggins feels that the state should be the ones questioned in regards to the grant and not the town.  C. Wiggins asked when we will know if the grant is approved. C. Vance stated that she is not positive, but possibly in the spring time.
A. Dunnack feels that the focus should be on the grant and not the long-term project. She feels that the town should want to apply for this grant and find out why local businesses are leaving and what might be done to create an environment that is friendly for businesses. 
B. O’Brien called the question. 
C. Vance re-read the MOTION into the record. 
MOTION CARRIED with 14 voting in favor and 4 voting in opposition. 
The Special Town Meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm.
Respectfully Submitted by Kimberly A. Bona
