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ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING
MAY 14,2013
TOWN OF COLUMBIA

The Annual Budget Meeting of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in the Town
Meeting of the Town of Columbia, Connecticut, was held in the Horace W. Porter
Cafetorium on Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 7:00 pm.

Present were Carmen Vance, First Selectman, Richard J. Szegda, Selectmen, Jonathan
Luiz, Town Administrator, Lauren A. Perrotti-Verboven, Kerry Hoffman, Lisa
Napolitano, James Thorn, Katherine Tolsdorf, Board of Education, and Francine Coss,
Superintendent.

Presenting the budget for Financial Planning & Allocation Commission (FiPAC) was
Earnest Sharpe, Chairman, Patricia Grabel, Nancy Hammarstrom, and Judith Ortiz.

CITIZENS: 90+ Present
CLERK: Robin M. Kenefick
MODERATOR: Steve Arntsen

The meeting was called to order by First Selectman, Carmen Vance, at 7:02 pm. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The meeting was turned over to the Moderator who
explained process and procedure and that the only order of business tonight was to vote on
the annual budget. The Moderator asked if there was a Motion. Carmen Vance made the
following motion:

“I'move that the Town accept the Annual Town Budget as so proposed.”

The motion was seconded by Richard Szegda. The Moderator opened the floor to the First
Selectman, Board of Education and FiPAC to speak on the motion then opened the floor
for general discussion and questions.

Carmen Vance, First Selectman, commented that it is not easy to prepare a budget. It takes
the work of several people and she thanked the Finance Board, Board of Education and
Board of Selectmen for their hard work. These people tried to address the needs of the
community and recognize the needs of the citizens in it. These are difficult economic times
and this is a good budget. She urged everyone present to accept this budget as presented.

Earnest Sharpe, FiPAC Chairman, thanked FiPAC, the Board of Selectmen and the
Board of Education who did a good job at reviewing, discussing and compromising. He
also thanked the parents who attended FiPAC meetings.

Lauren Perrotti-Verboven, Board of Education Chairman, thanked FiPAC and the Board
of Selectman and especially the public, who gave the BOE the direction and the support to



move in the right direction. The Board of Education’s main objective is offering more to
the children. The safest and best return for your money is in your children.

The Moderator turned the floor over to the audience for their questions and comments on
the motion as it was presented. There were no questions or comments. The Moderator
explained the process of a paper vote at the annual budget meeting and who is eligible to
vote at this meeting. While the paper ballots were being distributed, the Moderator re-read
the motion.

A paper ballot vote was taken on the motion to accept the Annual Town Budget for the
Fiscal Year 2013-2014 as so proposed. The results of the paper ballot vote were
announced by the Moderator as follows:

YES: 87 NO: 2 Abstention: 2
(Vote consisted of qualified voters)
The Moderator announced that the Motion passes.

Earnest Sharpe said FiPAC will vote to establish the mill rate at a FiPAC meeting that
follows this budget meeting.

The Moderator adjourned the meeting at 7:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin M. Kenefick
Town Clerk
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