
From: John Vogler  

Date: May 4, 2020 at 11:57:47 AM EDT 
To: "PublicInput@columbiact.org" <PublicInput@columbiact.org> 
Subject: town budget input 

  
As you move forward with unilateral budget and tax plans it is imperative that you consider the situation 
of those you serve. It would be unconscionable and flatly against everything that this town, state and 
nation stand for to raise taxes or fees without the consent  of the governed.   
  
The comment on last week’s First Selectman’s YouTube post that “…there is a little something for 
everyone…” in what is being discussed/proposed, causes pause.  
  
No doubt town and BOE employees, who have experienced no financial hardship through any of this, 
are all due for contractual salary increases. (I suppose that can not be controlled.) Beyond that, ANY 
increase in town outlays, any excuse not to roll the current year’s surpluses (snow removal moneys 
among them) back into savings in next year’s budget, is indefensible given the current and ongoing 
financial hardship a large share of the townspeople face.    
  
I will return to the most foundational American phrase we share and hold dear. -Consent of the 
governed- It is our right, and IT IS your responsibility.  
  
John Vogler 
6 Collins Rd 
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